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U '^ Lebanon complains to truce committee 

BEIRUT (AFP I Lehunon ha.*- Indeed a complaint 
with the international committee monitorme a lcj se- 
ine in southern Lebanon over an Israeli attack on the 
urea, a government official said Friday. Lebanon has 
addressed the complaint to the Nicosia*, based head of 
the monitoring committee, Jean- Michel Gnussot, to 
■'denounce the bombardnjent on Thursday of the two 
villages ol Baraasheet and Shaqra." the official said. 
^ "This bombardment, which damaged three houses! 
lovu. constitutes a violation of the April 26 agreement/* 
e* n ^ which ended Israel’s offensive against “Hizbullah 
. 0 guerrillas which left more than 170 Lebanese dead. 

1 'Two Lebanese civilians were slightly wounded in the 

Israeli shelling Baruasheei at the edge of Israel’s \clf- 
f0\ .. declared “security /one." 
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me . v faid on L. 

pub (mJf' rations on its sovereignty, a 
jarv. and’iL d top aide said Friday. 

-e 'the na, L? Mr - Nejanyahu’^ soften- 
in ih* k, ing u positions came at a 
c " time when President Bill 
Clinton’s Mideast peace 
■, f ** coordinator was set to 
a . T!'^ r * n,il ' return to the region Satur- 
a IM * V Jay evening in a second 
arniiaied m am attempt to broker an agree- 

! saJe ftf ^ ment between Israel and the 
?r iL> name, or *!ii Palestinians on a Hebron 
ot food hud ; troop redeployment. 
ik ot Ireland hune Palestinian leader Yasser 
lawyjn said TV Arafat complained Friday 
u> new name »uu that Israel was not serious 
li’i'h bank. about the negotiations, 
countering charges by Mr. 
fle-talingOQ Netanyahu that the Paies- 
ian tax evades limans were holding up a 
deal. 

Mr. Arafat said that after 
4E iRi - lulus- he had agreed with Mr. 
rat on m ifte: Netanyahu' last weekend 
touch o! j leta that three rounds of negoti- 

A new [hre^ji'J' 

ie number. «; Tp-rr-n 
s for police. amhL. [( . p, | 
fire services, It**: 

meeting 

linh and mcJ o- 

concludes 

•I ! T senw 

, in o a heau KT AMMAN (J.T.) — A threc- 
neunlereporaK day meeting of the 
^ min-Mhenirx International Council on 
- . f yritc v. Education for Teaching 
P 1 * . VI HCETj has concluded here 

after discussing teacher 

l3ke reform - 
nv j ,i The annual world assem- 
bly of the ICET was inau- 
be U!,f “ ; u. gurated by His Royal High- 
'S or penp 1 ness Crown Prince Hassan. 

» family Kf® On Thursday, the ICET 
,{ delegates were received in 
rida vaiPP H audience by His Majesty 
rfed in King Hussein at the Royal 
1 __ Court in the presence of 

pec plotd 2 His Royal Highness Prince 
K . c irffldtu 1 ' 1 ' Abdullah, Prime Minister 
>nda V live * Abdul Karim Kabarili. 
° Ur 'nf a vjr : Koval Coun Chief Awn 
-iirrder. ^ Khasawneh. Minster ot 
’ t0f ni ■“ lV ' Hi = her Education Abdullah 
{ b^ ^ [{ J.41-- Ensour and Minister ot 
dc sn-u .jjjj (}•„• Education Muniher Masri. 
inly on ;|?. King Hussein empha- 
icd. sised The need for eoncen- 

jorf. l ?i 2 (ration on the quality of 
N lain P n ■ education :uid teacher 

1 J ur > wl " V : ' ethics. He expressed hope 
in ^ , ha[ die meeting would 

, found n j ! contribute further towards 
rice ,f1 A f ,]|rk> i he development of the 
ie ..mpue - educational process . 
niicky ' ICET President Nelly 

.uih'' tttu . xl j Maia and the head of the 
,er's ^.'fr Qatari delegation to the 
•ed in ■*[.»* meeting delivered speech- 
f (he ^ . l hj# «!* expressing appreciation 
par tl:lVk °f Iordan's support fur the 
^ ICET meeting in Amman 
infi S* 0llU & an J lauding Jordanian 
, . ^ leadership effons to pro- 

(t tnf mole education. 

pO> ! 4 5 ' v Jordan to provide 

ins Brunei with teachers 

is S f ° n xl Jordan will second 

jraiub'' , 0 pf*' school and university 
aihon ^ p. teachers in various spe- 
Tatfis't ^ jj t»' ciaUsafions to the Sultanate 
f *f Brunei, according to a 
, n d d 5 * memonindum of under- 
, u r. ; funding singed by the two 

j 51 )■ ^ 0,^1 sides Thursday, 
id The memorandum, 

rulim? which was signed by Dr. 

' .,u Ensour and his Brunei- 


Netanyahu is willing 
to accept demilitarised 
Palestinian state — aide 

'Change of mind' seen signal to Arafat that 
he could get something from negotiations as 
Washington sends Ross on resumed mission 

TEL AVIV (Agencies 1 — * r* , 1 % . j r* Jewish sclllcincnis and ni 

ing iudf J 3 ; Prune Minister Bcnyaniin Araiat Cllie ilerC tOCiay IOr withdraw from addition: 
md~ hi s ,ff> Netanyahu would accept _ ^ areas of the West Ban 

ige its nanefc. the creation a Palestinian With KillP HllSSfclTI lanJ ’ as P romiseJ - 

mev I t stale, but with severe limi- nuu XV114 6 WUaoCHI , n [h i s context. Fridax 
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PALESTINIAN PRESIDENT Yasser Arafat is due 
here today (Saturday) for talks with His Majesty King 
Hussein on ways to restart the stalled Middle East 
peace process. Jordan Television said. 

Mr. Arafat returned to Gaza City on Friday after 
winding up a European tour and making a brief 
stopover in Cairo to meet Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

On Thursday, he met Pope John Paul II in Rome. 


ations be held this week, 
the sessions lasted no more 
than one hour each. 

"Is it possible to achieve 
anything in this time?’’ Mr. 
Arafat said. “They are still 
at square one in the talks." 
Despite the lack of 
progress, Mr. Arafat said he 
would welcome meeting 
Mr. Netanyahu. 

The U.S. ambassador to 
Israel. Martin Indyk. said 
the negotiations were 


stalled because Israel and 
the Palestinians did not 
mist each other. 

Israel fears that Mr. 
Arafat has a hidden agenda 
of violence, such as secret- 
ly arming his people and 
preparing them for new 
riots should talks break 
town. 

The Palestinians suspect 
that once they sign a 
Hebron agreement. Mr. 
Netanyahu will expand 


Jewish settlements and not 
withdraw from additional 
areas of the West Bank 
land, as promised. 

In this context, Fridas \ 
remarks by Mr. 
Netanyahu's top policy 
adviser David Bar-1 1 Ian on 
Palestinian statehood were 
apparently intended 10 
restore sonic trust and sig- 
nal the Palestinians that 
they w'ould have something 
to gain from negotiating in 
good faith. 

Mr. Bar-lllan said the 
Netanyahu government 
may be able to accept a 
Palestinian stale with limit- 
ed sovereignly. As late as 
September. Mr. Netanyahu 
had said he would never 
accept a Palestinian state. 

The facts on the ground 
are obvious, created by the 
Oslo (peace) agreements, 
whether we like them or 
not. There are certain areas 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Palestinians decorate the official 14-metre Christmas tree at Manger Square in front 
Of the Church of Nativity church in Bethlehem on Friday (Reuters photo 1 


Levy visit to Jordan does little to narrow differences 


By Ay-man Al Safadi 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordunian- 
Israeli relations appeared 
heading towards more 
strain after a visit here 
Thursday by Israeli Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister David Levy failed 
to resolve the differences 
that have been pushing the 
two countries apart since 
shortly after the formation 
of a Likud-led government 
in Israel this summer. 

An informed source said 
die meetings which His 
Majesty King Hussein. His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 

Kabarili held w ith Mr. Levy- 
failed to bridge the gap in 
the positions ot the two 
countries towards the peace 
process and means of over- 
coming the obstacles facing 
it. 


During these meetings, 
Jordan demanded that 
Israel implement all the 
agreements it has signed 
with the Palestinians and 
rejected the expansion of 
settlement as a direct threat 
not just to the Palestinians 
but to Jordan's national 
security and the future of 
the whole peace process. 

Meeting Mr. Levy at the 
prime ministry', Mr. Kabari- 
li who on Wednesday 
warned Israel’s policies 
could push the region 
tow'ards a human disaster 
that could threaten the 
whole region, said ‘"the set- 
tlements are an illegal issue 
which contradict the princi- 
ple of land for peace... they 
are a direct threat to the 
peace process." 

But during a joint press 
conference with Minister of 
I n format i on Murwun 

Muasher. Mr. Levy gave no 
indication dial Israel was 


willing to change any of the 
policies that Jordan 
believes are threatening die 
collapse of the peace 
process. 

On the contrary, the 
Israeli foreign minister reit- 
erated his country's refusal 
to halt the expansion of set- 
tlements and accused coun- 
tries condemning the build- 
ing of the settlements of 
Trying “to isolate” the Jew- 
ish state. 

Dr. Muasher told the 
press conference that Jor- 
dan believes Israel's settle- 
ments policies are "strip- 
ping the peace process of its 
substance" which poses a 
direct threat to Jordan 
through reviving rhe idea of 
the Jordanian option. 

Dr. Muasher was refer- 
ring to die idea which the 
Likud government advocat- 
ed in die early eighties for 
building a Palestinian state 
in Jordan and which Jordan 


had said was buried forever 
after Israel recognised the 
Kingdom's borders and 
sovereignty in the October 
1994 peace treaty. 

Taking away the sub- 
stance from the peace 
process by Israel's continu- 
ation of its settlement poli- 
cies "will result in the 
revival of the alternative 
homeland (for Palestinians 
in Jordan) in addition to the 
expulsion (of Palestinians) 
w hich pose a direct threat to 
Jordan and help create neg- 
ative conditions as the ones 
we live today under which 
progress in the peace 
process cannot be made." 
Dr. Muasher said. 

But Mr. Levy rejected as 
"unfounded" fears thjt 
Israel is threatening the 
security of Jordan. 

”\Ve did not sign a peace 
treaty with Jordan to create 
security problems for Jor- 
dan. I represent the govern- 


ment and the national con- 
sensus when I say we want" 
to cooperate with Jordan in 
all fields, an obviously irri- 
tated Levy told journalists. 

Mr. Levy, who urged the 
restoration of the atmos- 
phere of trust in the region, 
said Israel remains commit- 
ted to the peace process and 
will implement all agree- 
ments it has entered. But 
Dr. Muasher insisted that 
Jordan wants to see promis- 
es implemented on the 
ground. 

“1 think Lhe only way to 
restore confidence is to see 
promises implemented on 
the ground." said Dr. 
Muasher. who stressed that 
the whole region 'was 
awaiting Israel's implemen- 
tation »>f rhe agreements it 
has signed with the Pales- 
tinians. 

A defiant Levy accused 
countries protesting the 
expansion of settlement of 


"exaggerating the issue 
beyond its natural propor- 
tions ...to pressure (Israel) 
to make concessions." 

But "that is not the 
method that will work," 
said Mr. Levy, who added 
that nothing in the Oslo 
accords mentions halting 
the settlement. 

Mr. Levy said the Israeli 
government was committed 
to its electoral programme 
which promised the expan- 
sion of settlements. 

"This government was 
elected with a mandate to 
advance the policy of settle- 
ments and it has acted ade- 
quately, with proper caution 
and courtesy and has not 
taken any decision to estab- 
lish any tnewi settlements," 
said Mr. Levy, whose gov- 
ernment's decision to give 
incentives u> settlers caused 
an international outcry. 

(Continued on page 7 1 
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Iraqi says 
on TV he 
spied for 
CIA 


BAGHDAD 1 APi — An 
Iraqi air force officer on 
Friday told stale- run televi- 
sion that he had turned mil- 
itary information over to 
Iraqi Kurds wlm were 
working for the American 
Central Intelligence 

Agency tClAt. 

The confession by Saad 
Duhum Aw ad. 32. w as 
broadcast nationwide after 
the government announced 
the arrest of a sabotage and 
espionage ring it alleged 
worked fur the CIA. 

The staie-run Iraqi news 
agency said the television 
showed "a group that 
betrayed its country and 
has thrown itself into the 
arms of the CIA." 

In Washington, the CIA 
refused to comment on the 
Iraqi report. But State 
Depanmem spokesman 
Nicholas Burns >atd: “If 
anybody believes their 
repons, they ought to have 
their heads examined." 

He said Iraqi leader Sad- 
dam Hussein has a history 
of lying to his own popula- 
tion. 

"This is a well noted and 
tired propaganda ploy/* he 
said. "There's always got 
10 be a scapegoat for the 
problems of a corrupt, 
authoritarian dictatorship. 
... What more convenient 
target than the Central 
Intelligence Agency. This 
is laughable propaganda." 

Awad, a civil engineer, 
said he got involved with 
the Kurds in the northern 
town of Erbil during drug 
deals. He said his Kurdish 
drug partners — whom he 
identified as Hogar Ali 
Ahmad and his brother. 
Hayman — later asked him 
for information about mili- 
tary security offices. 

"They took the informa- 
tion to the Irag trust,” Awad 
said. The trust then handed 
it over to a woman he iden- 
tified only by the name 
Susan, who he said worked 
for the CIA out of the Turk- 
ish air base at Incirlik. 

Earlier, the Iraqi News 
Agency said that the 
detained members of the 
ring "gave full confessions 
on their activity against 
Iraq, its people and its 
leader. President Saddam 
Hussein." 

The agency did not say 
how many were arrested or 
give details of their activi- 
ties. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Rao quits as party leader; 
battle for succession starts 


{Continued on page 7 ) 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Scandal -tainted former 
Indian Premier P.V. 
Narasimha Rao stepped 
down Fridjv .is chict ol the 
Congress i 1 1 Party s parlia- 
mentary w ing after loyalists 
turned s»n him. demanding 
his resignation. 

Senior Congress leader 
Shared Pavvur. J rival ol 
Mr. Rao. said an election 
on Monday will name a 
successor to the lornier 
prime minister, who now 
holds iiu key position in the 
I ] J -yejr*old Congress. 

Mr Rao. currently on trial 
in three corruption cases, 
quit head »»i the Con- 
gress Parliamentary Pany 
(CPPUHCJ Congress Presi- 
dent Siurum Kesan on 
Wednesday ordered him to 
vacate the post by 4:00 p.m. 
(1030 GMT) Thursday. 

The former prime minis- 
ter was succeeded a> party 


leader by Mr. Kesari in 
September, and the loss of 
the CPP post, traditional I y 
held by party presidents, 
was the linai blow in a 
political career that 
spanned a half-century of 
Congress domination in 
Indian politics. 

Minutes after the resigna- 
tion of Mr. Rao. who was 
premier between 1991 and 
19%. the Bombay stuck 
exchange capital market 
index soared, and rivals 
jostled to fill (he vacuum in 
the top slot of the CPP. 

"Now that Rao has 
resigned creating ,1 vacan- 
cy. I am in lhe race." said 
Rajesh Pilot, a bitter Rao 
bailer anJ former internal 
security minister. 

"In the huger interest of 
healthy inner-puny democ- 
racy, there should be a con- 
test for the leadership of the 
CPP." Mr. Pilot said as 


reports grew that Mr. 
Pavvur. Mr. Kesari and for- 
mer Finance Minister Man- 
mohan Singh were also in 
the race for lliejub. 

Mr. Kiu* in his resignation 
letter wrote: "The Congress 
president has written to me 
that I should step down. I 
am accordingly sending 
you my letter of resigna- 
tion. 

"1 request you to convene 
a meeting of the general 
body to accept my resigna- 
tion and enable me to thank 
the party personally." 

Mr. Rao had been lighting 
a real on. 1 rd act toil to hold 
nil to the post ever since 
standing down .is party 
picsidcni. 

Congress spoke «t nan 

Vilhal Cadet I said a general 
meeting uf the 24- member 
CPP will review Mr. Rao's 

I Continued on page 71 


Lima hostage crisis deadlocked 
as rebels maintain their demand 


LIMA 1 Agencies 1 — 

Rebels*:! the ! ■ A mare 
Revolutionary Miwcmen! 
1 MNRT 1 maintain their 
demand fur the release ul 
their jailed comrades in 
exchange for the lives ot 
sonic 400 hostages, accord- 
ing to a caller identifying 
himself as a member of rhe 
group. 

"The only solution no the 
crisis) is the one we 
demanded die first day." a 
caller told Cadcnu Peruana 
De Notieias radio b\ tele- 
phone 

I) the rebel de'i..ri.!- :.rc 
nut met. "v .■ ■■ " *'».■ 

here." : 5i« «-j!. / . 

We J.. n. • 

attacks i »l a.«*.:U". • *b, 

compound" of the Japanese 
ambassador’s residence 
seized Tuesday by a 20- 
member commando ol‘ the 


lefirii rebel group, he said. 

lii.- Peruvian govern- 
ment. during a cabinet 
meeting early Friday, 
“li 'tally rejected" (he rebel 
dcin.uid. local radio report- 
ed litre. 

Another message 

appeared on a back, window 
of the residence Friday, 
written in Japanese and pre- 
sumably posted by the 
hostages. "'We arc fine, 
they are planning to release 
more hostages." it said. 

Local media reported ear- 
lier F; ; Jay that Pet a h:;s 
i. .-Mat decided hot to 
r.iee: relvl demand-- to lice 
i'e- 1 c->!!e.:giie,. 

. ' J: hostile 

.ki.. pun*- v* ill. neighbouring 
Peru, has said it would 
gram asylum to the rebels, 
but it was not clear why the 
offer w as made. 


After a Thursday night 
meeting. President Alberto 
Fujimori's cabinet gave 
provisional approval to his 
proposal "’to not accept the 
appeal to free any terrorist 
imprisoned in a Peruvian 
penitentiary," rudioprogra- 
mas Radio and Channel 5 
television reported. 

The two stations, which 
are owned by the same 
company, said the reports 
were based on a fax front a 
government official. The 
reports ct«uhJ not he inde- 
pendently coni i: tiled: 

phones government 

oiiii.es were n.-t answered 
Frid.sy ni'-ming. 

i lie Re,: l :o--s :*• dr.* itcjiij 
go-between lor the rebels 
and the government. iLs 
workers passing through 
police lines to ferry fruit, 
bread, ham and cheese to 


the rebels and hostages, 
who reportedly include six 
anierioans. 

Former U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez De 
Cuellar, who was defeated 
by Mr. Fujimori in the 1995 
elections, urged the govern- 
ment not 10 give in to the 
rebels' demands saying, it 
would set a bad precedent. 

''it would encourage 
other terrorist groups, such 
as the shining path, to do 
the same." he said in an 
interview published in the 
daily E! Cnmcrcio. 

He tuned such a demand 
fur freedom could be made 
for shining path founder 
.-.nil i-wcei' Abimael Guz- 
man. who is serving a life 
sentence w ithout parole at a 
navy base in Lima's purl of 

(Continued on page' 7 ) 
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ome & Middle East News 


Sabbah accuses 


Israel of foiling 


peace process 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
CAP) — The policies of 
Israel's government under- 
mine Mideast peace and the 
security of both Palestini- 
ans and Israelis, the top 
Roman Catholic clergyman 
in the region said in a 
Christmas message Friday. 

“If truly the Israeli 'gov- 
ernment wants security for 
its people, it should rake the 
necessary steps, give free- 
dom to the Palestinians to 
organise their lives, to have 
a stable economic structure 
to enjoy their lives." said 
Michel Sabbah. the Latin 
patriarch of Jerusalem. 

Patriarch Sabbah ’s com- 
ments come at a time of 
increased tensions between 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s government 
and Mr. Arafat’s Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
(PNA). 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
angered the Arab World by 
declaring he would expand 
Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Israeli planners have also 
approved the construction 
of 132 homes for Jews in an 
Arab neighbourhood in 
East Jerusalem, the sector 
where Palestinians hope to 
establish a future capital. 

The Palestinians have 
demanded that Israel lift its 
prolonged security closures 


that keep most of the two 
million Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza from 
entering Israel. 

“In these days, peace and 
security are more threat- 
ened because of the new 
line of the (Israeli) govern- 
ment" Patriarch Sabbah, a 
Palestinian, told a news 
conference at the Latin 
Patriarchate in the Christ- 
ian quarter of Jerusalem’s 
Walled Old City. 

“The Israeli authorities 
should change their visions 
of peace, should take into 
consideration that the 
Palestinian human being is 
equal in his rights and dig- 
nity to the Israeli human 
being.” Patriarch Sabbah 
said. 

He urged Christians, Jews 
and Muslims to work 
together to build peace, 
“especially in these diffi- 
cult moments when peace 
seems impossible." 

He said Christmas was a 
time to remember Jesus' 
message.- 

“In this Holy Land and 
this difficult situation in 
which we are living, we 
need a saviour in order to 
put an end to the conflict in 
which the two peoples are 
living, the Palestinians and 
the Israelis, a saviour to 
bring peace to this land." 


U.S. voices opposition to 
growing Turkey-Iran ties 


ANKARA (AFP) — The 
United States has expressed 
serious reservations over a 
growing rapprochement 
between Turkey and Iran, 
which Washington accuses of 
sponsoring terrorism, U.S. 
diplomats here said Friday. 

A U.S. diplomat visited the 
Turkish foreign ministry 
Thursday to warn of Wash- 
ington's concern on the first 
day of, an official four-day 
visit to Turkey by Iranian 
President Ali Akbar Has be mi 
Rafsanjani. 

The U.S. diplomat under- 
lined to the Turkish officials 
that the U.S. view of Tehran 
had not changed. The United 
States has led a campaign to 
Isolate Iran internationally. 

Washington still considers 
Iran dangerous because of its 
“support to terrorism" and its 
efforts in the “acquisition of 
weapons of mass destruction 
and attempts to undermine 
the peace process.” in the 
Middle East, a U.S. diplomat- 
ic source said. 

He quoted U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher as 
telling a press conference 
Thursday: “We remain in the 
process of calling to the anen- 
rion of our allies the conduct 
of Iran and urging them not to 
gjve financial material, or 
military support to Iran." 

. Turkey, a member of 
NATO, and the Islamic 
Republic of Iran said Thurs- 
day they wanted to improve 
bilateral cooperation, particu- 
larly in trade and defence 



Iranian President -Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani is 
welcomed by Turkish President Suleyman Demirel 


(right) on his arrival at the start of a four-day visit to 
Turkey on Thursday (Reuters photo) 

refused to cancel the contract 


matters. There are plans to 
sign several cooperation 
accords on Saturday. 

In a bid to reassure the U.S.. 
Turkish President Suleyman 
Demirel said after talks 
Thursday: ‘Turkey and Iran 
are two countries which are 
aware of their responsibilities. 
No one should draw false 
conclusions from their will- 
ingness to work together." 

During a visit to Tehran in 
August by Turkey's Islamist 
Prime Minis ter Necmettin 
Erbakan — his first foreign 
trip after his June election — 
the two countries signed a 
contract worth over $20 bil- 
lion for the purchase of Iran- 
ian natural gas. 

Despite pressure from the 
United States. Turkey has 


citing urgent energy needs. 

But the growing rapproche- 
ment and plans for a defence 
accord with Tehran have 
caused a rift in Turkey's coali- 
tion government between Mr. 
Ebakan's Welfare Party 
(Refah) and the right-wing 
True Path Party of Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller. 

Defence Minister Turhan 
Tayan, a member of Mrs. 
Ciller’s party, rejected the 
idea of defence cooperation 
with Iran on Thursday. He 
said cooperation in the 
defence ■ industry between 
Iran and Turkey, given their 
present stare, ‘‘is not possible 
in our opinion." 


Dozens arrested after attack on Syrian mini-bus in Beirut 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Dozens 
of people, mostly support- 
ers of Christian opposition 
parties, have been rounded 
up since an anti-Syrian 
attack north of the 
Lebanese capital, an oppo- 
sition leader said Friday. 

“At least 40 to 50 people 
were arrested since the 
attack on the .mini -bus." 
Dory Chamoun. leader of 
the National- Liberal Party 
(NLP), told AFP. 


Unidentified assailants 
armed with machine-guns 
on Wednesday fired at a 
Syrian civilian mini-bus on 
the road from Beirut to 
Tripoli, killing its driver 
and slightly wounding one 
of his four passengers. 

Mr. Chamoun said most 
of those arrested were sup- 
porters of the disbanded 
Lebanese Forces militia of 
General Michel Aoun, who 
headed a military’ govern- 


ment from 1988 to 1990 
before being driven into 
exile in France. 

The former LF leader, 
Samir Geagea. is serving 
two life sentences for the 
1989 killing of a Christian 
doctor and the 1990 assas- 
sination of the former NLP 
leader, Dany Chamoun 
(Doiy's brother), and his 
family.' \ / ‘ 

Dory Chamoun said those 
arrested included his per- 


sonal bodyguard. Charbel 
Shami. and one of his 
party's senior officials, 
Charles Rustorn, who were 
taken from their homes 
Wednesday without arrest 
warrants. 

The bodyguard was 
released on Thursday night. 

“Shami was hanged by 
the hands for 10 hours, and 
‘ forced to 'sit , dn"bar^ 1 floor 
without -clotheS;” sakf *Mr.j 
Chan)ounr “We have-start-’ 


ed legal proceedings and 
we also intend to denounce 
such inadmissible treat- 
ment to human rights 
groups.” 

“Shami was mostly inter- 
rogated qver my activities, 
if 1 visit Israel, who accom- 
panies me when I travel 
..abroad, ; . ..espsqiall^ to 
France." he Seems 

■ to be an effort tovnaiLhie." 
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gypt’s first lady ready to fight female circumcision 


CAIRO (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak's 
wife said in an interview 
Friday that she was will- 
ing to play a personal role 
in u campaign i to combat 
female circumcision in 
Egypt. 

“There is in Egypt today 
an awareness campaign to 
put an end to this practice 
... I am determined to go 
to rural areas to take part 
in this campaign." 
Suzanne Mubarak told the 
Arabic- language daily Al 
Hay at. 

The Health Ministry ear- 


lier this year banned the 
practice of female circum- 
cision in public hospitals. 
The clitoris and some- 
times the labia are 
removed in the procedure, 
a common practice in 
Africa. 

According to the Health 
Ministry, the practice 
dates back thousands of 
years in Egypt and daugh- 
ters of 98 per cent of rural 
families and 70 per cent of 
urban families undergo the 
operation. 

It has caused the death 
by bleeding of many girls. 


A study published in 
August by a government 
daily, following the death 
of a 14-year-old girl dur- 
ing a circumcision, 
showed 37 per cent of 
Egyptians support the ban 
while 32 are opposed to it. 

“It is a very sensitive 
issue and dealing with it 
needs precision, patience 
and time." Mrs. Mubarak 
said. She admitted she had 
not been “aware of the 
depth of this problem." 

"The film broadcast by 
CNN (in 1994) certainly 
highlighted the problem." 


said the president's wife. 

Militants have sued an 
Egyptian journalist 

involved in the filming by 
the U.S. television net- 
work as well as Health 
Minister Ismail Sallam for 
ordering the ban in public 
hospitals. 

Egypt's highest Sunni 
Muslim authority. Sheikh 
Mohammad Sayyed 
Tantawi of Al Azhar. has 
said Islam does not advo- 
cate female circumcision 
and that doctors should 
decide whether it is neces- 
sary to perform the opera- 


tion. 

The Egyptian organisa- 
tion of human rights has 
estimated that nearly 
3,600 girls, both Muslims 
and Coptic Christian, 
undergo excisions each 
day- in Egypt. 

Suzanne Mubarak 
founded an association to 
help develop the status of 
women in rural areas 
before her husband was 
elected president in 1981. 
She is also active in the 
fight against illiteracy, 
having set up libraries 
across Egypt. 
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Taiwanese minister 
ends visit to Jordan 


Primakov due 
in Tehran 

MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian Foreign Minis- 
ter Yevgeny Primakov 
will pay a two-day offi- 
cial visit to Iran Sunday, 
the foreign ministry 
said in a statement quot- 
ed by Itar-Tass news 
agency Friday. Russia 
and Iran signed a coop- 
eration agreement earli- 
er this month to devel- 
op ties in all sectors of 
industry, and especially 
oil and gas. Tehran will 
buy Russian oil equip- 
ment worth up to S800 
million, and [ran will be 
able to pay off its $600 
million debt to Russia 
in oil over the next four 
years. Russian Deputy 
Prime Minister for For- 
eign Economic Rela- 
tions Oleg Davydov 
stud. 


Ayatollah blasts 
Internet as ‘poison’ 


TEHRAN (AFP) — .An 
Iranian ayatollah on Fri- 
day slammed the Inter- 
net as a “poison" which 
could harm moral val- 
ues in the Islamic 
republic, saying access 
should be restricted to 
scientists. “Unfortu- 
nately. some officials 
have also been swept 
away by the phenome- 
non and do not realise 
that the Internet is poi- 
soning the people." 
Ayatollah Ahmad Janati 
said at the weekly 
prayers in Tehran. “Use 
of the Internet should be 
limited to scientists and 
researchers." said Mr. 
Janati. leader of the 
ultra-conservative wing 
of the Shiite Muslim 
clergy in Iran. “We are 
not against tbfi sgie# ife 
use of the IntemetMt 
we must be careful 
because it is even more 
dangerous than poison, 
harming the opinions 
and morals" of the Iran- 
ian people, he said. 


Saudi beheaded 
for murder 


RIYADH (AFP) — A 
Saudi convicted of mur- 
der was beheaded on 
Friday, raising to 67 the 
number of executions 
announced this year in 
the kingdom, the interi- 
or ministry said. Mishal 
Ben Shu wail Al Utaibi 
shot dead a fellow 
Saudi. Nashi Ben 
Ghanam Al Utaibi. after 
a dispute, the ministry 
said. 




AMMAN (J.T.) — Tai- 
wanese Foreign Minister 
John Chane left Jordan on 
Friday after a two-day visit 
billed as a private trip to the 
Kinsdom during which he 
addressed a university fac- 
ulty and received an hon- 
orary doctorate, sources 
said. 

Officials kept silent over 
Mr. Chang's visit, which on 
Thursday' drew “strong 
indignation” from the Chi- 
nese government. 

Sources confirmed that 
the Taiwanese minister, 
who arrived here on 
Wednesday, addressed a 
gathering at Yarmoufc Uni- 
versity'. ■ 

“He also received a hon- 
orary doctorate from the 
university." said a source 
travelling with Mr. Chang, 
who visited Abu Dhabi 
before coming to Jordan. 

“The minister did have 
other engagements in Jor- 
dan. including lunch and 
dinner meetings, but 1 am 
not at liberty to disclose the 
details.” added the source. 
The source also declined to 
name Mr. Chang's hosts. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether Mr. Chang 
headed for home or contin- 
ued his secrecy-shrouded 
foreign mission after his 
stay in Amman. 

The source, who accom- 
panied Mr. Chang, said 
only close aides travelling 
with the minister knew 
exactly where he was 
going. 

“It has been a cat-and- 
mouse game since the min- 
ister left Taiwan," said the 
source, addi ng “We are 
being told of 'the destina- 
tion at the last minute." 

According to the source. 
Mr. Chang was "most defi- 
nitely not" headed for Italy 
from Jordan as was report- 
ed in the Taiwanese press. 

The Far East Commercial 
Office, which represents 
Taiwanese interests in Jor- 
dan. was not available for 
5i5ment.> : * 

Officials said there 'was 
no formal invitation to Mr. 
Chang from the Jordanian 
government. 

“If Mr. Chang was indeed 
in Jordan, then all we can 
tell you is that he was on a 
private visit.” said an offi- 
cial. 

Jordan maintains diplo- 
matic relations with China 
but has commercial links 
with Taiwan. 

In Beijing, the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry on Thurs- 
day expressed its displea- 
sure over the Taiwanese 
minister's visit to the UAE 
and Jordan. 

“We have expressed our 
regrets and our strons 
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indignation over countries 
including Jordan for offi- 
cially ” receiving Mr. 

Chang." foreign minisny 
spokesman Shen Guofang 
was quoted as telling a told 
a regular news conference. 

“We hope that all coun- 
tries concerned hold strictly 
to the principle of one- 
China, and that they be vig- 
ilant regarding Taiwanese '. 
initiatives aimed at harm- 
ing relations across the Tai- • 
wan Strait," Mr. Shen 

added. _ . . . ; 

The Beijing government ’■ 
considers Taiwan a rebel . 
province. 

“We hope such instances 
are not repeated otherwise 
ir could seriously affect 
relations between these 
countries and China.’ .said 
Mr. Shen. 

The spokesman said : 

China had already protest- 
ed to the countries con- 
cerned. and appealed to’ the 
world community not to 
subjugate diplomatic con- 
vention on Taiwan to com- 
mercial interests. 

“The trip by Mr. Chang to 
Jordan and other countries 
proves- that the Taiwan' 
authorities lack sincerity 
when they promise to work 
for better relations' across 
the strait.” Mr. Shen said, 
accusing the Taipei govertK 
ment of continuing its 
“separatist activities." 

Recognised officially .by. 
only 30 countries, mostly, 
small countries clustered in 
Africa and central America^ 

Taiwan has in recent 
months stepped up its cam- 
paign of “secret diploma- 
cy." with officials visiting ’ 
states that recognise Bei- < >\V u <e* of s 
jing as the government rr.eni-. 

all of China. 

The visit to .Jordan fol- 
lows Mr. Chang's trip in 
September to Indonesia 
and Malaysia. Last August, 

Vice President Lien Chan 
made a “secret visit” to 
Ukraine. 

* Earlier ^thii month Mr. 

Chang hurriedly arranged a 
trip to South Africa, far the 
largest and most important 
country to recognise Tai- 
wan but which had 
announced that it would 
switch recognition . to 
China at the end of 1997. 

Following that trip, Mr. 

Chang showed up in Bel- 
gium. 

"The Taiwan authorities 
are acting against the wish- 
es of the Chinese people in 
redoubling their efforts to 
create ’two Chinas' or 'one 
China, one Taiwan,' and in-H . AMMAN 
trying to harm China's rela- r ' f * m ^ 

tions with other countries/V 
spokesman Shen. asserted. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:05 The Adventures of Mick- 
ey iind Donald 

14:30 Cirrus and Safety at Work 
15:00 Doc. — La France Aux 
Mille Villages 

15:30 Fete des Bebes 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 




16:30 ... 


17:00 ... 

News Rash 

17:02 ... 

Futures 

J7:I5 ... 

..Drama — Blue Heelers 

18:00 ... 

Serie — Jack 

19:00 ... 




Ziva 


19 JO 
lines 


19:35 Comedy — Something 
Wider 

20:00 ... 
Action 

Doc. — Superstars of 

20:30 .... 

Prism 

21:10... 

Lois and Clarke 

■^no .... 

News in English 

22:25 Bestseller — Devicesand 
Desires 

23:15 ... 

...Feature Film: "Hen Spot” 

PRAYER TIMES 

05:04 


06:26 

(Sunrise) Duha 

11-33 


14:17 



16:40 Maghreb 

18:03 ’Isha 


CHURCHES 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 634590 


Church of the Annunication Amman 05/14 

Tel. 637440. Aqaba __.ll/23 

De la SaDe Church Tel. 661656. Deserts 03/16 

Terrasancta Church Tel. Jordan Valley 12/22 

622366 

Church of the Annunciation Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Tel. 623541 Amman 15. Aqaba 23 Humidity 

Anglican Church Te). 652826. readings: Amman 63 per cent 
Armenian Catholic Church Aqaba 43 per cent. 

TeL 771335 . 

Armenian Orthodox Church U SEFUL 

Tel. 77526 1 . TELEPHONE 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. NUMBERS 

771751. 

Amman International Church NIGHT DUTY 

Tel. 827 126 AMMAN: 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Dr. Bassam Karadsheh ,,..759200 

TeL 824328. Dr. Salman Daboubi ... 77675 1 

German -speaking Evangelical Dr. KhafidM'addi 66) 14-4 

Congregation Tel. 845457 Dc Ramzi' Mazzawi S947&8 

The Latter-Day Saints TeL FInas pharmacy 661912 

654932. Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Church of Nazarene Tel. Al Ascma pharmacy .637055 

675691. Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

The Evangelical Local Church Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

in Amman Tel. 8 II 295 Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

English-speaking Shmeisani pharmacy —637660 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL Najib pharmacy 847652 

614190. IRfelD: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 2SI484 

WEATHER Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- Dr. Samir Al Larca 989601 

man of Meteorology Khalifeh pharmacy 9854 1 7 

Sunny to partJy cloudy weather 

conditions will prevail with EMERGENCIES 

winds variable to southeasterly 

moderate. In Aqaba, winds will Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

be northerly moderate and sas Civil Defence Department 

calm- 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 
Min/Max. temp. 630341 


Civil Defence Emergency _.199 
Rescue Police 192. 621 111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade' 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

!. 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repuris 623101 

Abdaii Telephone Repairs 

661 101 

Jordan Television ..._ 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan _...774l 1 1 

Water Authority 680 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

8 1 56 1 5 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khahdi Maternity, J. Amu 

644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. J. Amo. 

_..642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 


.642362 

Malbas, J. Amman 636 140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 

607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasher HospitaL.667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdaii 666 1 26/37 

AJ-AhK, Abdaii 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 

775111/26 

Army, Marka 89 1611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa GovL Hospital 

(0919S3323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

„..t09 1900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ....(09)986732 
Al Hikam Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

CRB ID: 

Princess Bosnia Hospital 

(021275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(0313 14 1 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 


Royal Jordanian (RJ ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
108)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

08 135 J3amascus (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09:55 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

10 JO ..._ Colombo tRJ) 

12:45 Frankfurt (add) (RJ) 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ ) 

15:50 Cairo (add ) I RJ) 

15:55 London (RJ i 

N>:00 Jeddah (RJ) 

10:20 Cairo iRJ) 

17:10 Frankfurt (add) (RJ) 

19:25. Berlin (add) (RJ) 

19:35 Vienna (RJ) 

22:25 _ Salalah (add) (RJi 

OL50 Madrid (add) (RJ) 

05:35 Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights 

12:40 ...MuseaL Abu Dhabi (GF) 

*5:05 Vienna (OS) 

*8:15 Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

2L00 Paris. Damascus i AF) 

22:20 Lamaca (CYi 

22:25 Beirut (ME) 

Cairo (MS) 

23:40 ...Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 

^ : 50 London (KJl 

01:00 ...London. Damascus (BA) 


03:45 Rome lAZ) 

06:20 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

. Royal Wings |RW) Flights 

09:20 _.Aqaba (RW) 

10:55 Sharm Al Sheikh (RWi 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

07: 15 Frankfurt (add ) t RJ » 

10:00 ..Berlin iRJ) 

Jeddah tadduRJi 

11:05._ Vienna (RJ) 

11 JO ....Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

11:50 Paris. Brussels (RJ) 

*2:00 Geneva. Madrid rRJ t 

12:00 Jakarta tadd) iRJ) 

Cairo (add) (RJj 

12:15 -London (RJ; 

- Cairo (RJ) 

13:45 Salalah (add) (RJi 

20:00 Kuala Lumpur (add) (RJ > 

^0:00 Bombay (RJ) 

20:05 Riyadh. Dhahran (RJi 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

20:20 Lamaca (RJ) 

20:3° Jeddah « RJ) 

21 =00 Abu Dhabi, Dubai ( RJ j 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Madrid (add) i RJ) 


23:10 Lamaca (CY) 

23 JO Cairo (MS) 

23:55 ..Abu Dhabi. Bahrain. (Aft 

00:40 .Amsterdam 

04:35 Rome (AZ) 

06 JO London JKJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights : 
20*30 Aqaba (RW> 


huaz railway 
train 

Dep. .Amman 8:00 am. every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 pjn. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damscus 7 JO im. every 
Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 pjn. every 
Sunday 


AMMAN 

Council a 
lection. 0! 
workshop 
mental mi 
d ' v 'ersitv , 
Action.’ 
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MARKET PRTfTF.S 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 


£pple 700/500 

Banana. 550/550 


Other Flights 

00:15 Damascus. Amsterdam 
/KL) 

W:0 °- BeiruL Athens fOAi 

•; -Beirut iME) 

13:30 -Abu Dhabi. Balirain (GF) 

JSfJ- Vienna f OS) 

19,15 - Dubai (EK) 


Banana (imported) .850/600 

Cabbage ’ 70*50 

C*™* -.._J0O/150 

Cauliflower. 130/100 

Cucumber (large) 120/80 

Cucumber (small). 270080 

Eggplant. .-.150/80 

Garlic ...850/600 

Grape fruit — 150/100 

....400800 

Marrow (large) 80/40 

Marrow (small) J 40/100 

Onion (greeni 160/100 

Onion (dry) ......170/80 

Orange _...580/400 

Pepper (hot) ...340/150 

Pepper (sweet! 

Potato J 370/161// 

Spinach 140/100 

String Bean. 380000 

Tomato .150/120 
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AMMAN (Perm; — Minis- 
ter of Social Development 
Hamad Abu Jamous Friday 
announced that the Nation- 
al Aid Fund (NAF) board 
has decided to expand ser- 
vices in 1997 to including 
greater number of people in 
im aid programmes. 

He said that the pro- 
gramme was adopted by the 
fund in (he context of a 
decision made by the Coun- 
cil of Ministers last Sunday 
which allocated JD-HXJ mil- 
lion for a local security 
package programme to help 
the Indigent. 

The NAF will assume a 
more aggressive role in 
combating poverty and 
unemployment by trying to 
protect destitute groups 
through helping them open 
small businesses and 
through providing voca- 
tional training courses, Mr. 
Abu Jamous said. 

Last Sunday, (he govern- 
ment decided to allocate JD 
4U0 million to the poor stat- 


ing that this implementa- 
tion would be a priority 
issue. 

They also formulated a 
higher council to coordi- 
nate the work of various 
governmental agencies and 
draw up clear policies to 
tight poverty and unem- 
ployment . 

The government said that 
the appropriate officials 
have been instructed to 
design the social security 
package and to seek funds 
lor the social safety net pro- 
ject beginning in 1997. 

. Mr. Abu Jamous said that 
the NAF, which is affiliated 
to the Ministry of Social 
Development, has focused 
of late on rehabilitating 
individuals in poor families 
ro help them become self- 
reliant instead of remaining 
dependent on the fund. 

The minister, who is also 
board chairman of the fund, 
said that the fund has creat- 
ed committees in the vari- 
ous covemorates to seek 


out indigent groups which 
merit financial aid in order 
to channel funds and voca- 
tional training to them. 

The NAF offers soft loans 
for groups to initiate small 
businesses after they have 
been allocated the proper 
training and has imple- 
mented a payment sched- 
ule by instalment, Mr. Abu 
Jamous affirmed. 

However, he said, in case 
such a project fails, the 
government can exempt 
beneficiaries from repaying 
the loan or pan of it. 

So far, he said, the major- 
ity of beneficiaries busi- 
nesses seem to be succeed- 
ing and general payment 
has been forthcoming. 

The minister stated that 
loans can be allotted only 
after a special committee 
has conducted feasibility 
studies on the potential 
small businesses. 


Experts issue waste water treatment recommendations 


AMMAN (Petra) — Par- 
ticipants in a one-day meet- 
ing, regarding the King- 
dom's 14 waste-water treat- 
ment plants. Friday issued a 
set of recommendations 
calling for the expansion of 
existing plants' facilities as 
well as the construction of 
additional plants in light of 
population increases and 
rising rates of water con- 
sumption. 

The meeting, which was 
organised by the Jordan 
Environment Society (JES) 
and attended by representa- 
tives of government depart- 
ments. universities, non- 
governmental organisations 
and other affiliated groups, 
reviewed the present func- 
tion of waste-water treat- 


ment plants, public health 
safety measures and envi- 
ronmental protection as 
well as recycling treated 
water for agricultural pur- 
poses. 

The issued recommenda- 
tions related concern that 
treated water conform to set 
specifications so that it 
might be safely utilised for 
agricultural purposes. 

They called for training 
technical cadres to work in 
these plants as well as for a 
sanitation strategy to 
spread awareness among 
farmers and the public on 
the safe usage of treated 
water. 

The participants request- 
ed that government institu- 
tions conduct studies on 


existing water treatment 
plant operations and urged 
officials not to restrict their 
study to the Khirbet Ai 
Samara plant, the largest in 
the Kingdom. 

They urged official and 
non-governmental organi- 
sations concerned with 
environmental protection to 
coordinate efforts towards 
safeguarding the country 
from environmental haz- 
ards. 

total of six reports, 
reviewed during three ses- 
sions, were presented by 
specialists affiliated with 
the ministries of water and 
irrigation, and health, the 
Royal Scientific Society 
and the Civil Defence 
Department. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


.i i 


JWA begins seminar today 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanian politicians and intellectuals today begin a six-day seminar, 
organised by the Jordanian Writers Association to discuss national and pan-Arab issues. 
The list of i tears to be discussed includes die Jordanian stance in fight of regional devel- 
opments, political choices, Jordanian-Palesdnian relations and whether the country should 
opt for a state economy or a market economy. Participants include former prime ministers, 
former ministers, senate members, former university presidents, economists, academics 
and intellectuals. 


ICARDA director general arrives tomorrow 



AMMAN (Petra) — Director General of the International Centre for Agricultural Research 
in Dry Areas (ICARDA) Adel Biltaji arrives tomorrow on a three-dayvisit to Jordan for 
talks with Minister of Agriculture Mustafa Shneikat and senior agricultural officials 
regarding scopes of bilateral cooperation in the agricultural field. ICARDA cooperates 
with Jordanian institutions in carrying out agricultural research projects, including strate- 
crop& projects, developing agricultural systems and supplementary irrigation. . 


femeni delegation to discuss environmental issues 


7. ' Aru#--- 


r 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Yemeni delegation representing the Environmental Protection 
Council arrived here Friday to attend a two- week training workshop on environmental pro- 
tection, organised by the Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature. Participants in the 
workshop, which starts today, will receive training on such issues, as integrated environ- 
mental management of wildlife reserves, evaluation of their environmental impact and bio- 
diversity in Jordan, in addition to formulation of national strategies for environmental pro- 
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tection. 


Sergeant attests to Masri confession 


By Ranu Husseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A prosecution 
witness, testifying in the 
case of Mazen Masri, 
accused of killing his two 
children in September, 
Thursday told the court 
“that the defendant repeat- 
edly confessed, in front of 
his wife, to killing his two 
children.” 

“Mr. Masri told his wife 
in the Shmeisani Police 
Station, on Sept. 25, that, 
out of jealousy, he adminis- 
tered two cyanide pills to 
his two children to kill (hem 
and that he regretted his 
act,” Sergeant Lina 
Hejazin, 23, said. 

Sgr. Hejazin, who was 
present in the police station 
with the defendant's wife 
Hiam Hamoudeh, describ- 
ing the defendant’s wife's 
reaction as follows: “She 
(Ms. Hamoudeh] could not 
believe what she was hear- 
ing and begun crying, then 
asked her husband why he 
didn't divorce her instead 
of killing the children.” 


“Mr. Masri told her that 
he killed her children as 
they were more attached to 
her than they were to him. 
and that they loved her 
more than they, loved him," 
Sut. Hejazin said. 

Mr. Masri. 34, is standing 
trial on two counts of pre- 
meditated murder and three 
counts of attempted murder, 
charges which have been 
filed by the criminal prose- 
cutor. 

On Sept. 25, he con- 
fessed, in from of authori- 
ties, to the poisoning and 
killing his two children, 
Hanin, nine, and Hani, six, 
on the morning of Sept. 1 1. 
by giving them two cyanide 
pills he had reportedly pur- 
chased during a business 
trip to Canada. 

On the morning of the 
incident, SgL Hejaziu said 
that Mr. Masri told his wife, 
in the process of giving him 
a ride to his work, that “he 
had to rerum to their apart- 
ment as he forgot some- 


thing." 

"(During his confession! 
he told his wife that he 


secured two cyanide pills 
he had hidden in the apart- 
ment and issued them to his 
children, then returned to 
his wife who was waiting 
for him.” she said. 

The two children were 
found collapsed by their 
mother in their Abu 
Oneizuh Housing Complex. 
30 minutes after returning 
home from giving her hus- 
band a ride to w ork. 

Last month. Mr. Masri 
retracted his confessions 
claiming that they were 
“fabricated” and that he had 
important issues io disclose 
"at the appropriate time.” 

Second Lieutenant Mum- 
douh Majaii, who seized 
and searched a briefcase 
which belonged to Mr. 
Masri on Sept. 25. said that 
he did not witness any evi- 
dence of tenure adminis- 
tered to the defendant on 
that day. 

“Mr. Masri accompanied 
us to his apartment and 
opened the door with his 
own key. and I did not 
notice nor fee! that he was 
subjected to physical or 


mental tonure," the police 
officer said. 

Ghu/wa Malhas. informa- 
tion director at the National 
Information Centre at the 
Higher Council <NIC*> of 
Science and Technology, 
where Mr. Masri was 
employed, testified in court 
that she had travelled with 
the suspect on a business 
trip to Canada on June 14. 

When asked by Defence 
Attorney Ahmad Najdaw i 
whether the defendant's 
work at the NIC also 
involved Internet installa- 
tion or programming. Ms. 
Malhas confirmed that the 
suspect's work at the centre 
was unrelated to the Inter- 
net. 

"I am not his direct super- 
visor. but I know that |Mr. 
Masri] is an engineer in 
installing communication 
networks and that this h;is 
nothing to do with Internet 
installation or program- 
ming. Ms. Malhas said. 

The defence i> trying to 
prove that the children's 
death was relateJ to the sus- 
pect's work at the NIC. 


which involves Internet 
installation and program- 
ming. 

At the end of the two- 
hour coun session. Prose- 
cutor Ali Abu Hjeleh rested 
his case and presented the 
court with the prosecution 
file, thus opening the way 
for the defence to present 
their evidence and witness- 
es in court. 

Attorney Najdaw i asked 
the court to give him 
enough time to call on w fi- 
nesses to testify in the case. 

When asked by the Jordan 
Times whether Mr. Masri 
will take the witness stand, 
he said that he had not 
decided yet. 

"First 1 want to meet with 
my client in prison, then we 
will decide whether he will 
testify or not." Mr. Najdawi 
said. 

The court presided over 
by Judges Abdul Ruhntan 
Tawfiq. Ismael Hmouz and 
Milleh Mubeidin set Dec. 
31 to start hearing defence 
witnesses. 


Harpist to 
perform at 
RCC 


AMMAN (J.T.) — As a dis- 
tinguished finale for the 1996 
music displays , the National 
Music Conservatory/Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation and Insti- 
tute Cervantes, in cooperation 
with Sirecox-Madrid, will 
organise an evening of harp 
music as performed by the 
well-known Spanish harpist. 
Nuria Llopis Amey, according 
to a conservatory statement. 

Currently holding the posi- 
tion of harp player in the 
National Orchestra of Spain, 
Nuria Llopis Amey is a pio- 
neer in.the study and interpre- 
tation of 'historical music, the 
statement said. ■ 

Msji Amey gave several 
recitals as a soloist and in 
ensembles. She participated 
in the First Harp Symposium 
organised by the Scola Canto- 
rum de Basilca. gave master 
classes at the Scuola Civica 
de Milan, was invited to the 
IV World Congress of Harp in 
Paris, performed numerous 
concerts in Germany partici- 
pating in the Internationales 
Harfenfestival 1991 and in the 
Internationales Musikinstru- 
menienbau-Symposium 
(Blankenburg). 

She achieved her musical 
studies at the Royal Music 
Converatory of Madrid, 
where she obtained the title of 
Higher Professor of H arp 
combining these studies with 
those achieved at the Com- 
plu tense University of the 
same city at the Faculty of 
Philosophy and Arts. 

The concert’s prunmme 
will feature numerous pieces 
written especially for harp. 
The evening will be held on 
Sunday, December 22, 19% 
at the Royal Cultural Centre. 


ESCWA deems role revision a necessary move in 
light of ‘rapidly changing regional world order’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Econom- 
ic and Social Commission 
for Western Asia (ESCWA l 
must revise its role and 


improve its performance 
for it to cope with a rapidly 
changing regional world 
order, a number of Arab 
intellectuals and scholars 
affirmed Wednesday. 

In a closed meeting, the 
participants reviewed com- 
mission activities and dis- 
cussed the reforms intro- 
duced to meet the needs of 
its member states, over the 
past three years . 

They said that ESCWA 
, should be prepared for 
regional developments 
which could potentially 
affect operations. 

Executive Director of 
ESCWA Hazem Biblawi 
admonished all regional 
and international organisa- 
tions to morn tor develop- 
ments in their areas of oper- 
ation, in order to benefit 
from the opportunities pro- 
vided by these develop- 
ments. 

In a press conference 
Thursday, one of the partic- 


ipants, Said Najjar from 
Egypt, described the con- 
ferees as discussing differ- 
ent international and 
regional changes affecting 
ESCWA’s work. 

Globalisation and region- 
al groupings : n Europe, 
Asia and North America, 
were among the topics dis- 
cussed, Mr. Najjar said. 

He said that political 
developments in the Middle 
East and impediments to 
peace in the region, poten- 
tially leading to new- 
regional variables could 
also affect the work of 
ESCWA. 

Former Minister of Infor- 
mation Ibrahim Izzeddin. 
who pointed out that 
ESCWA does not address 
political issues, affirmed 
that it does, however, play 
an important role in both 
economic and social affairs. 

Dr. izzeddin added that 
most of ESCWA member 
countries are undertaking 
economic reforms which 
could translate into nega- 
tive social effects and urged 
ESCWA to present solu- 
tions and recommendations 
to these countries. 

Former Minister of Infor- 


mation and Senator LaiJa 
Sharaf said that ESCWA 
was successful in its social 
role especially as pertaining 
to women and urban devel- 


opment. 

However, “the result of 
this success was slow and 
not immediately fell." Sen- 
ator Sharaf said. 

Dr. Biblawi said that 
although ESCWA was the 
first regional committee to 
adopt several structural and 
administrative reforms to 
improve its performance, it 
is still unknown to many 
intellectuals in the region as 
it is to some United Nations 
authorities. 

“All this goes back to the 
weak role ESCWA played 
in clarifying the nature of 
its activities.” Dr. Biblawi 
said, adding that since its 
establishment ESCWA has 
also been impacted by con- 
flicts and wars w-hich have 
forced operational moves 
from one country to anoth- 
er. 

In light of regional and 
international events, he 
deemed important that 
ESCWA coordinate policies 
of member countries; a 
move which, he added. 


would impruie regional 
cooperation and economic 
integration. 

ESCWA, Dr. Biblawi 
said, should also he alert to 
potential economic and 
social problems before they 
actually take place. 

"ESCWA should be a 
main source of statistics 
and economic and social 
information related to the 
region." he added. 

It is important for 
ESCWA to monitor 
international developments 
and their economic and 
social impact on countries 
of the region and to coordi- 
nate member countries' 
positions to these develop- 
ments. Dr. Biblawi main- 
tained. 

He told reporters that the 
meeting will assist ESCWA 
in programme preparations 
for 1998 and 1999. adding 
that participants’ input will 
be considered priori!}. 

ESCWA s member coun- 
tries include Jordan. Syria. 
Iraq, Lebanon. Palestine. 
Bahrain. Egypt. Kuwait. 
Oman. Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
the United Arab Emirates 
tUAE) and Yemen. 


W HAT ' S FILMS 


* Two films entitled 
“Weihnachten in 

QOING Gaggenau” and 


O 


N 


Nikolaikirche” (Ger- 
man with subtitles in 
English) at Goethe- 
Institut, Jabal Amman 
at 7:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* "Special show and sale of Christ- 
mas crafts at the Jordan Crafts Cen- 
tre (Alaydi), Jabal Amman. Second 
Circle (Tel. 644555). until Dec. 31. 

* Christmas special at the Jordan 
River Designs showroom (hand-made 
ornaments and decoration), Jabal 
Amman, First Circle (Tel. 6130S1/2). 
until Dec. 31. 

* Works by Spanish painter Clara 
Amado at lusrituto Cervantes, Jabal 
Amman until 15 Jan. 

* Exhibition of colourful gifts and 


crafts designed by Andrea Atalla at 
the Jordan Design and Trade Centre 
of Noor Al Hussein Foundation, Wadi 
Saqra Street (Tel. 699141/2). until 
Jan. 10. 

* Works by several artists entitled 
’The Artist and the Environment" by 
several artists at Alia Art Gallery. 
Jabal Amman, until Dec. 30. 

* Painting exhibition by Hind Nass- 
er at the Jordan Arts and Crafts Cen- 
tre/ Artisana. Jabal Amman (Tel. 
647S58), until Jan. 10. Also display- 
ing a regular exhibition of arts and 
crafts and Christmas items. 


British Council reports successes in bridging cultural diversity 
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AMMAN — The results 
and evident benefits of the 
activities of the British 
Council during 1996 
reflect the agency' 's suc- 
cess in developing and 
expanding its work in Jor- 
dan and its success in the 
pursuit of its traditional 
objective of promoting 
• bilateral cultural relations 
s between Britain and Jor- 
t'dan. despite the diffieul- 
'7 ties of major budget cuts 
;• over the past two years, 
( David Burton, director of 
J the council, told the Jor- 
: . dan Times recently. 

■: 'Hie British Council, 
i Britain’s principal agency 
r- cultural relations 
i . 'abroad, is committed to 
\ obtaining international 
i ; respect w and long-term 
: friends through education- 
“ *1. technical, scientific and 
I cultural cooperation. Its 
■\ Jordan branch was estab- 
■ £ lished in Amman in 1948. 
V According to British 
:■ Council staff here, the 
. • ■ council has aimed to pro- 
f T ®ote the use of English. 
British educational and 
training goods and ser- 


vices, and British books 
and publishing. It admin- 
isters British examina- 
tions. establishes and 
develops collaborative 
partnerships, supports the 
development of partner- 
ships in science, technolo- 
gy and medicine and aims 
to present the vitality and 
excellence of British arts 
and the diversity of British 
culture. 

Dr. Burton asserted that 
since his appointment to 
the British Council in 
1994. there has been a dra- 
matic period of restructur- 
ing within its administra- 
tion, and efforts have been 
concentrated on a strategy 
of ‘re-focusing’ its activi- 
ties in order to re-identity 
the areas of mutual inter- 
est to the Jordanian and 
British governments and 
specifying sector priori- 
ties. 

‘The work we have 
undertaken this year, the 
visits which have been 
arranged by the council 
for contact between 
British and Jordanian offi- 
cials, and the events which 
we have hosted, reflect the 
progress which has been 
made in revitalising the 


role and activities of the 
British Council after a 
period of relatively low- 
key status experienced by 
the agency in Jordan dur- 
ing the late 1980's and 
early 1990’s,” Dr. Burton 
said. 

According to Dr. Burton, 
some of the most fruitful 
visits arranged by the 
British Council to Eng- 
land this year include 
those made by Minister of 
Higher Education Abdul- 
lah Ensour, Minister of 
Social Development Ham- 
mad Abu Jamous, Minis- 
ter of Administrative 
Development Kamal 
Naser and Minister of 
Education Munther Masri. 

"The outcomes of these 
visits highlighted the com- 
mon ground which exists 
between Jordan and 
Britain, and the fact that 
the priorities of the Jor- 
danian leadership comply 
with those of Britain," he 
said. 

The minister of social 
development, for example, 
benefited from discus- 
sions with British govern- 
ment officials involved in 
this field, who were able 
to make recommendations 


according to their experi- 
ences in undertaking pro- 
grammes of reform in 
public services as well as 
impart their knowledge 
regarding the concept of a 
citizen’s charter. 

Likewise the visit of the 
minister of education 
involved fruitful discus- 
sions with British educa- 
tion officials, especially in 
areas regarding reform of 
the exam system, and 
other talks with professors 
at the University of Cam- 
bridge centred on the 
delivery of British school 
exams in Jordan. 

Despite a reduction in 
budget of approximately 
307r over the past two 
years, the British Council 
has managed to establish 
new English language pro- 
grammes specifically tar- 
geted at young people in 
recognition of the fact that 
50% of the Jordanian pop- 
ulation are under 15 years 
of age. 

It has also expanded its 
library services to cater for 
this group and updated the 
library's information ser- 
vices now offering CD 
ROM and Internet ser- 


Language courses 
designed especially to 
cater for the English lan- 
guage requirements of 
particular professional 
groups have recently been 
established and have 
proved a great success in 
1996. 

Although the British 
Council is historically 
independent, it has this 
year worked in very close 
collaboration with the 
British embassy. 

A workshop aimed at 
training potential woman 
candidates for the forth- 
coming 1997 general elec- 
tions, organised by the 
Jordanian National Forum 
for Woman and which 
ended Wednesday, was 
held in cooperation with 
both the British embassy 
and the British Council. 

The scholarship pro- 
gramme administered by 
the British Council for 
Jordanian students wish- 


vices. 


tng to attain a masters 
degree in Britain has 
recently been restructured 
under the name of the 
Chevening Fellowship 
Scheme and is funded by 
the British embassy. 
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Protesters face Belgrade 
riot police, block bridge 


Jordan Tunas, Saturday, De cember 21, 19% 


I S. Korea's 


BELGRADE (Agencies) — 
Some 40,000 Belgrade stu- 
dents Friday faced a cordon 
of riot police in a tense city 
centre stand-off and 
blocked a bridge to protest 
against alleged election 
fraud by ruling Socialists, 
witnesses said. 

The students are taking 
part in 33 days of protests 
over alleged vote-rigging 
which overturned opposi- 
tion victories in 15 of Ser- 
bia’s biggest towns, includ- 
ing the capital. 

Belgrade student leaders 
had promised to mobilise 
their supporters to blockade 
three bridges over the Sava 
River Friday with the aim of 
paralysing Belgrade for 30 
minutes. 

The students put out a 
cord between themselves 
and the police to calm the 
situation but a crowd of el- 
der bystanders started pro- 
testing and hurling insults 
against the police. 'they ad- 
ded. 

Meanwhile, the wife of 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic Friday accused 
the opposition of trying to 
spark civil war. 

“We are hearing in Serbia 
calls to violence and the 
type of violence which will 


inevitably end in a civil 
war," MiREiMarkovic wrote 
in her regular column in the 
bi-monthly magazine Duga. 

Serbia's first lady said the 
Serbian Renewal Move- 
ment (SPO). led by Vuk 
Draskovic and one of the 
three parties of the opposi- 
tion Together Coalition, and 
Mr. Draskovic’s wife Dani- 
ca were the main trouble- 
makers. 

“In such a civil war, which 
the SPO is stirring up. Ser- 
bia would lose too many 
men and the survivors 
would have no need ... of 
renewal." she wrote. 

She accused Danica Dras- 
kovic of being the “real lea- 
der of the SPO" and of “ha- 
ving called on citizens to 
take up arms since the start 
of the demonstrations.*' 

She also accused the jour- 
nalists covering the protests 
of turning a blind eye to 
“the terrorism, vandalism, 
the danger of war. the mani- 
pulation of the children and 
youth." 

Her criticisms came on 
the day an international 
team of observers was due 
in Belgrade to examine the 
Nov. 17 election results. 

Serbian authorities also 
indicated they might con- 


sider rerunning the vote in a 
bid to defuse a month-long 
crisis. 

Opposition leaders and 
students have rallied daily- 
in their thousands on the 
streets of the capital since 
the authorities annulled 
results in 15 out of IS dis- 
tricts won by the opposition, 
including Belgrade. 

In Bem. former Spanish 
Premier Felipe Gonzalez 
met Friday with Swiss Fo- 
reign Minister Flavio Cotti 
before heading to Belgrade 
as head of a mission to 
examine contested election 
results. 

Mr. Gonzalez said he 
hoped to report initial find- 
ings before the end of the 
year. 

Mr. Gonzalez is leading a 
delegation of the trans-At- 
lantic Organisation for Se- 
curity and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) delegation 
to Serbia at the invitation of 
the Belgrade government. 

The team’s task is to de- 
termine what led to the mas- 
sive protests against Serbian 
President Slobodan Milose- 
vic and what are the prob- 
lems associated with demo- 
cratic rights, freedom of the 
press and the minorities is- 
sue, Mr. Cotti, who is presi- 


dent of the OSCE, told 
reporters. 

Mr. Cotti said the delega- 
tion should have access to 
all the people, documents, 
institutions and electoral 
commissions that it needs. 
He said Mr. Gonzalez and 
his colleagues would emp- 
loy “necessary tact and ade- 
quate determination." 

Mr. Gonzalez said he 
hoped to be able to submit 
to Mr. Cotti a report and an 
update on progress before 
the end of the year. 

"It may be mission impos- 
sible. but we must not lose 
heart and draw any hast)' 
conclusions." he said. 

The delegation includes 
representatives from Cana- 
da. Poland. Russia. Switzer- 
land. and the United States, 
as well as from EU member 
countries. 

Yugoslav Foreign Minis- 
ter Milan Milutinovic said 
in Belgrade Thursday that if 
the OSCE team came up 
with new facts, the munici- 
pal elections could be 
rescheduled. 

However, he made clear 
that a letter sent to him by Mr. 
Coui, current bead of the 
OSCE, did not anticipate that 
the body's conclusions would 
be binding on Belgrade. 


Italy mourns death of Mastroianni 


ROME (AFP) — Italy paid 
hommage Friday to “the 
world's best-loved Italian." 
cinema great Marcello Mas- 
troianni, who died of cancer 
in Paris Thursday at the age 
of 72. 

Following the announce- 
ment of his death, several 
radio stations abandonned 
scheduled programming 
and threw open their air- 
waves to listeners, who tele- 
phoned in a -stpady stream 
of anecdotes and tributes to 
Reactor. 

The Italian press dedicat- 
ed page after page to the ca- 
reer of what they described 
as the “Italian cinema's my- 
thical actor" and friends, 
colleagues and relatives 
painted a portrait of a sim- 
ple man who always struck 
a chord with ordinary 
Italians. 

Writer Umberto Eco des- 
cribed in the La Repubblica 
daily a meeting with Mas- 
troianni at a fancy reception 
at the U.S. embassy in hon- 
our of Nancy Reagan’s first 
visit to Rome. 

“.All you could see were 
famous faces," Mr. Eco re- 
called. ‘‘Marcello took me 
by the arm and, indicating 
all the important people 
there with a movement of 
the head, said: ‘If my moth- 
er could see me.’ as though 
he was still a lad from the 
provinces. Whereas he was 
already very famous and 
most of the people there 
were honoured by his pres- 
ence.” 

“Mastroianni was always 
himself, a man like any 
other, and that's why we 
loved him for his melan- 
choly tenderness, his ironic 
humanity and his unassail- 
able lack of confidence." 



Italian actor Marcello Mastroianni died in Paris 
Thursday at the age of 72. Mastroianni Is seen arriving 
moments before the screening of Chilean director 
Raoul-Ruiz's film Trois Vies Et Line Seule Mort which 
was shown in competition at the 49th Cannes Film 
Festival, on May 19.1996 (Reuter photo) 


said Mr. Eco. 

Another great Italian ac- 
tor. Vittorio Gassman. re- 
membered Mastroianni with 
great affection, saying that 
“behind the mask of a man 
loved by all hid an emotion- 
al mystery’ that will disap- 
pear with him." 

Meanwhile Flora Mastroi- 
anni. who married the actor 
in 1950 and was his onlv 


lawful wife, described her 
relationship with the arche- 
typal ‘Matin lover." 

“Every anniversary he 
sent me roses. He never for- 
got." she said of Mastro- 
ianni. who had numerous 
affairs and went on to have 
a child with French actress 
Catherine Deneuve. 

She said that “affeetka 
friendship and respect and 


above all an ability to put up 
with the vices of Italian 
men" had enabled the two 
to sustain a relationship. 

She added that Mastro- 
ianni had never talked to her 
about his affairs and “even 
with his last companion, he 
said she was a friend, noth- 
ing more.” 

Flora added that she learnt 
about her husband’s death 
when she went shopping in 
Rome and a shopkeeper told 
her after hearing about it on 
the radio. ' 

The Turin newspaper La 
Stampa said Mastroianni re- 
presented a changing Italian 
type. 

“Mastroianni represented 
a virile Italian beauty made 
up of a popular and sweet 
simplicity which never be- 
came vulgar through exag- 
gerated luxuriousness.” it 
said. 

“He personified the grad- 
ual evolution of the Italian 
male: From adulterous hus- 
band to lover of beautiful 
foreigners to an experiment 
with open relationships to 
relations with emancipated 
women.” 

Journalist Enzo Biagi. 
author of a recent biography 
of Mastroianni and a life- 
long friend, told the L’Unita 
daily that “the actor was 
never a casanova and that is 
no doubt why all his 
women, without exception, 
sought him out and tried to 
keep him." 

He described him as “a 
symbol of his generation 
with all its compromises 
and hypocrisies, but benefit- 
ting from the extenuating 
circumstances of the terrible 
events experienced," name- 
ly fascism and World War 
II. 


Evita among top nominees for Golden Globe 


BEVERLY HILLS. California (R) — The English Patient, 
Evita, Shine and The People Vs. Larry Flynt topped the list 
of nominees announced Thursday for the Golden Globe 
Film Awards. 

Pop star Madonna, who plays the title role in Evita, was 
nominated for best actress in a musical or comedy along 
with Glenn Close for 101 Dalmations, Frances McDormand 
for Fargo, Debbie Reynolds for Mother and Barbra 
Streisand for The Mirror Has Two Faces. 

Madonna's nomination came one day after she predicted she 
would win an Oscar nomination for her role in the screen opera 
about Eva Peron’s rise to power and fame in Argentina. 

The wartime drama The English Patient led the field with se- 
ven nominations including best dramatic film. Kristin Scott 
Thomas for best dramatic actress. Ralph Fiennes for best dra- 
matic actor. Juliette Binoche as best dramatic supporting ac- 
tress and Anthony Minghella for best director and screenplay. 

Evita. Shine and The People Vs. Larry Flynt collected 
five nominations apiece. The biographical musical Evita is 
up for best musical or comedy along with The Birdcage. 
Everyone Says I Love You, Fargo And Jerry Maguire. 

In addition to The English Patient, the other nominees for 
best drama are "Breaking The Waves, The People Vs. Larry 
Flvnt, Secrets Lies and Shine. 

the Golden Globes, presented by the Hollywood Foreign 
Press Association, will be handed out on Jan. 19 at a star- 
studded televised ceremony. The Globes are considered an 
early barometer of how films will fare in the more presti- 
gious academy award nominations, which will be 
announced on Feb- 1 1 . 

In the running for the Golden Globe for best foreign-lan- 
guage film are Belgium’s The Eighth Day. the Czech 
Republic's Kolya. Italy's Luna E L'Altra, Russia’s Prisoner 


Of The Mountains And Ridicule from France. 

Along with Kristin Scott Thomas, other nominees for best 
dramatic actress were Brenda Blethvn for Secrets Lies. 
Courtney Love for The People Vs. Larry Flynt. Meryl 
Streep for Man-in's Room and Emily Watson for Breaking 
The Waves. 

Competing with Fiennes for best dramatic actor are Mel 
Gibson for Ransom. Woody Hurrelson for The People Vs. 
Larry Flynt. Liam Neeson for Michael Collins and 
Geoffrey Rush for Shine. 

In the comedy/musical category, nominations for best 
actor went to Antonio Banderas for Evita. Kevin Costner 
for Tin Cup, Tom Cruise for Jerry Maguire. Nathan Lane 
for The Birdcage and Eddie Murphy for The Nutty. 
Professor. 

Along with Minghella, nominees for best director are Joel 
Coen For Fargo, Milos Forman for The People Vs. Lpitv 
Flynt. Scott Hicks for Shine and Alan Parker for Evita. 

Nominees for best supporting actress are Joan Allen for 
The Crucible. Lauren Bacall for The Mirror Has Two Faces. 
Juliette Binoche for The English Patient. Barbara Hershey 
for The Portrait Of A Lady. Marianne Jean-Baptiste for 
Secrets Lies and Marion Ross for The Evening Star. 

In the running for best supporting actor are Cuba Gooding 
Jr. for Jerry Maguire. Samuel L. Jackson for ATimeTo Kill. 
Edward Norton for Primal Fear. Paul Scofield for The 
Crucible" and James Woods for Ghosts Of Mississippi. 

The Golden Globes also honour the best in American tele- 
vision. For best drama, the nominees were Chicago Hope. 
ER. NYPD Blue, Party Of Five and The X-Files. 

The contenders for best comedy are 3rd Rock From The 
Sun. Frasier. Friends. The Lany Sanders Show. Mad About 
You And Seinfeld. 
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Asif Ali Zardari (centre), husband of deposed Pakistani Prim* s Minister Benazir 
Bhutto is greeted by a supporter at a police station in Karachi after being formally 
rearrested in a murder conspiracy case (Reuter photo) 

Pakistan rearrests Bhutto’s 
husband in murder case 


KARACHI. Pakistan (R) — 
Pakistani police rearrested 
ousted Prime Minister Ben- 
azir Bhutto's husband Asif 
Ali Zardari on suspicion of 
involevement in the alleged 
murder of his wife’s brother 
Murtaza. lawyers said. 

The arrest was made by 
the Crimes investigation 
Agency (CIA ) just as soon 
as Mr. Zardari was released 
from Karachi's Landhi Jail 
Thursday after a 'ourt had 
declared his six- week de- 
tention illegal, witnesses 
said. 

“Zardari has been arrested 
by the CIA for involvement 
in the murder of Murtaza 
Bhutto," Mr. Zardari's law- 
yer Farooq Naik told Reu- 
ters. 

He said the release was 
•delayed until late this eve- 
ning as authorities prepared 
to bring fresh charges 
against Zardari. ■* 

Earlier police had said Mr. 
Zardari's new arrest order 


was in connection with the 
murder of Murtaza Bhutto, 
who was killed by police fi- 
ring on Sept. 20 in Karachi. 

Mr. Naik said he and other 
lawyers for Mr. Zardari 
tried to arrange pre-arrest 
bail but were not informed 
by authorities what specific 
charges were being brought 
against Mr. Zardari. 

Benazir Bhutto and a do- 
zen of her supporters stood 
for half an hour outside the 
jail waiting for a chance to 
meet her husband or greet 
him on his release, witness- 
es said. But she lost pa- 
tience and left a few hr»irs 
before Mr. Zardari fin. 
came out, they said. 

“Zardari was in high spir- 
its as he came out of the 
jail." Mr. Naik s aid. 

Witnesses said a smiling 
Zaidari waved victory signs 
at a small crowd of party 
activists standing outside 
the jail as he was driven 
away in a CIA armoured 


car. 

Mr. Zardari was invest- 
ment minister in his wife's 
cabinet. 

Police Wednesday also 
arrested Abdullah Shah, for- 
mer chief minister of Sind 
province during Ms. Bhut- 
to's government, on alleged 
involvement in a land scam. 

Mr. Shah was picked up 
from his residence for inter- 
rogation and later put in a 
lockup, a police official 
said. 

President Farooq Leghari 
sacked Ms. Bhutto's gov- 
ernment on Nov. 5 on dis- 
puted charges of corruption 
and misrule. 

Soon afterwards her hus- 
band was detained in the 
city of Lahore uader the 
caich-ail maintenance of 
public order ordinance. He 
was transferred to a rest 
house near Islamabad be- 
fore being sent to Karachi 
on Nov. 27. 


New NATO peace mission in 
Bosnia formally launched 


SARAJEVO (R) — NATO 
commanders formally 
launched 3 new multina- 
tional peacekeeping force in 
Bosnia in a military cere- 
mony Friday in the capital 
Sarajevo. 

Watched by several hun- 
dred soldiers from alliance 
countries. NATO Comman- 
der in Europe General 
George Joulwan presided 
over a transfer of authority 
to the 35.000-strong Stabi- 
lisation Force (SFOR). The 
new force, which will po- 
lice the Dayton Peace Ag- 
reement for 1 8 months, took 
over front the Implemen- 
tation Force (IFOR). 

“You are here to keep the 
peace not to fight a war,” 
Gen. Joulwan told the sol- 
diers in a short speech. 

At its height. IFOR had 
close to 60.000 troops dep- 
loyed across Bosnia, while 
SFOR will begin with some 
35.000 soldiers though its 
mission remains essentially 
the same. 

The United Stares has of- 
fered 8.000 troops to ihe 
new force which sees the 
deployment of German 
combat troops for the first 
time since World War 11. 

Over the past year. 
NATO-led troops have suc- 


cessfully enforced military 
terms of the Dayton Peace 
Accords, separating Bos- 
nia’s rival armies and over- 
seeing storage of heavy 
weapons. 

U.S. officials Thursday 
said they were considering 
whether an international 
police force should be creat- 
ed to capture accused war 
criminals in Bosnia. 

Defence Secretary Wil- 
liam Peiry said NATO de- 
fence ministers believe the 
force should be created but 
details on its makeup will 
have to be decided by indi- 
vidual allies' national secu- 
rity officials. He confirmed 
representatives of U.S. 
agencies involved in Bosnia 
met at the White House 
Monday to discuss the 
issue. 

Mr. Perry told reporters 
NATO defence ministers 
“believe that it is critically 
important to long-term 
peace in Bosnia to bnng in- 
dicted war criminals to jus- 
tice." 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCurry confirmed 
that U.S. officials were dis- 
cussing how to help the 
Hague tribunal prosecute 
indicted war criminals. 

“Now there is a discussion 


underway." Mr. McCurry 
said. ‘There are some ideas 
on how that could be done. 
... There will be additional 
discussions about how to 
make more effective the 
effort to bring to prosecu- 
tion those responsible for 
war crimes." 

Mr. Perry' said the NATO 
defence ministers offered 
no opinion on whether there 
should be a civilian police 
force or a paramilitary one. 
He said such details must be 
worked out by the allies' 
broader national security- 
agencies. 

He would not comment on 
a New York Times report that 
the White House Bosnia 
Group had decided Monday 
to draw up plans for the. force 
but said “that would be the 
appropriate body for consid- 
ering the U.S. support for a 
police force." 

‘This is not a military 
function to put this force 
together.” he said later. 

Only seven of nearly 80 
people indicted for alleged 
war crimes have been pros- 
ecuted by the Hague tri- 
bunal. Those still free inc- 
lude former Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic 
and his former military- 
chief Ratko Mladic. 


Bardot denies racism charge in court 


PARIS (R) — Brigitte Bardot, cheered by 
fans and fellow animal lovers, has denied in 
court that she incited racial hatred by saying 
that France was being invaded by sheep- 
slaugluering Muslims. 

As the 62-ycar-old former screen sex 
symbol took the stand, hundreds of fans 
outside the courtroom waved signs reading 
“Brigitte, we love you" and sported “Meat 
= Murder" buttons. 

“I am someone who feels neither hatred 
nor revenge, but I am rebellious." Bardot, 
wearing a grey trouser suit and flowers in 
ier dark blond' hair, told the court. 

In an opinion column in the conservative 
daily Le Figaro last April, the outspoken ex- 
actress turned animal rights activist had 
denounced in strong terms the ritual slaugh- 
ter of sheep. 

“It's barbarous to kill these sheep which 
are not knocked uncounscious before being 
bled. It's a party for everyone, but for me 
it's horror. There are fields and fields of 
sheep with their throats slit." she told the 
court. 

The charges against her, which carry pun- 
ishment of up to a year in prison and a 
300.000-Franc ($60,000) fine, were 
brought by the Movement Against Racism 


(MRAP). the Human Rights League (LDH) 
and the League Against Racism and Anti- 
Semitism (LICRA). 

Public prosecutor Marie-Jeanne Vuillard 
asked that the verdict and sentence, due on 
Jan. 23. be published in the press but did 
not request a specific punishment. 

“It is not the tradition of slaughter that 
(Bardot) is denouncing, but all Muslim tra- 
ditions." Ms. Vieillard said. 

Bardot’s husband Bernard D’Ormale, a 
member of the far right National Front 
which proposes sending back France's four 
million mostly North African immigrants 
sat beside her holding her hand until she 
stood up to testify. 

During her hour-long testimony, Bardot 
giggled, bantered with the presiding jud°e 
and occasionally drew reporters, lawyers 
and spectators into laughing along with her. 

There are an enormous number of 
Muslims in France now. and every family 
head must slaughter a sheep. Every time a 
mosque is built, a slaughterhouse should be 
built as well.” she said. 

“These people have come to our country 
but don t apply our Iaws...I‘m just saying 
out loud what everyone thinks quietly." 


cabinet ; 
reshuffled 

SEOUL (R) — South Ko-. 
rean President Kim Young- 
Sam reshuffled his scandal- _ 
tainted cabinet Friday, int- •* 
reducing new faces to Po- ' 
lish his government’s ... 
image as it heads into a -. 

presidential election year. 

A spokesman for the pre- 
sidential *blue house an- 
nounced a string of new 
‘appointments at a number. . 
of ministries, including the . 
Ministry of Trade, Industry- - 
and Energy. 

Changes at economy-re- 
lated ministries appear de- 
signed to deflect public cri- 
ticism of government poli- 
cy amid an economic slowr 
down caused by plunging 
exports. - - 

Also changing are the , 
heads of the National Pti 1 ' ^ 
lice Administration and 
National Security' Council, 
under linin g Mr. Kim’s pre- 
election. law-and-order 
drive and his efforts to beef 
up the country’s defences • 
against the North Korean 
threat. 

The spokesman said the 
reshuffle was prompted by 
the appointment of an am- 
bassador to the Organisa- 
tion for Economic Coope- 
ration and Development 
(OECD), which Seoul 
joined this month. That job 
will be taken by Koo Bohn- 
Young. current minister of 
science and technology. 

The OECD appointment 
allowed Mr. Kim to drop 
his trade minister, who has 
been in the hot seat this 
year as the trade deficit bal- 
loons. ^ 

It also gave the president 9. 
a chance to rejuvinare a 
cabinet rocked by scandals 
involving two ministers. - 
Mr. Kim's government 
has been under a cloud 
since Defence Minister Lee 
Yang-Ho was sacked in 
October. 

, alt was first, thought tfcal i 
Mr. Lee was. fired , to lake j 
jrfesponsiblity for an embar- j 
raising security lapse that 
allowed a North Korean 
Shark-class submarine to 
sail unnoticed onto a South 
Korean beach in Septem- 
• ber. 

But several days later Mr. 

Lee was arrested on char- 
ges of accepting a 150 mil- 
lion won ($180,000) kick- 
back, from an arms mer- 
chant in connection with 
the puichase of military 
helicopters from the Dae- 
woo Group. 

Mr. Lee was jailed for £• 
four years this week. - 
Last month Health Minis- 
ter Lee Sung-Ho was 
forced to quit in a corrup- 
tion scandal involving his : 
wife. Lee Sung-Ho himself 
was cleared of any suspi- 
cion. 

Presidential elections are 
not due until December 
next year, but corruption 1 
and economic management 
are certain to be key issues. 

President Kim has staked 
his personal honour on his 
campaign to clean up South 
Korean society, and al- 
though he cannot stand for 
a second term in office he i 
is anxious to anoint a sue- ! 
cessor. 

In moves that have 
appealed to the electorate, 

Mr. Kim has cracked down .j 
on violent leftist student f- 
demonstrators and taken a v ’ 
tough line on North Korea 
following the submarine 
incursion. 

Also changing are the 
ministers of agriculture and j 

forestry, political affairs, 
environment government 
administration, legislation, 
and patriots and veteran 
affairs. 

Meanwhile, opposition 
parties reacted angrily 
Friday to a damaging group 
defection from the United 
Liberal Democratic (ULD) 

Party, accusing the ruling 
party of using “dirty poli- 
tics” to force the four out 
The four, Kangwon pro- 
vince Governor Choi Gak- 
Kyu, Wonju Mayor Kim 
Ki-YuJ. and two MPs, bolt- 
ed the conservative opposi- 
tion ULD Thursday night, 
leaving gaping holes in i he 
party's regional support | 
base. /jp. l 

The defections of law- 
makers Ryu Chong-Su and 
Hwang Hak-Soo also 
strength ed the hand of Pre- 
sident Kim's rating. New 
Korea 
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World News 


II Prexi <lem k*S' 


Delegates of ihe International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) who survived the massacre in Chcchenya 
mourn at the coffin of one of the six stuff workers killed in the event during a short ceremony on the tarmac of 


Geneva airport Thursday shortly after a plane landed with the bodies of the victims and their J4 colleagues who 

.uninen had stormed into the compound of a ICRC hospital in Novye Atagi south- 


escaped the massacre. Masked gunmen „ ... M . v „ v . 

west of Grozny and shot six Western ICRC delegates dead in their sleep with rifles (Reuter plioto) 


Returning 


Rwandan 


refugees 


accused of 


genocide 


GENEVA (Agencies) — 
Some 200 Rwandan refu- 
gees have been arrested and 
accused of genocide after 
returning home from Tan- 
zania following more than 
rwo years of exile, the U.N. 
refugee agency said here 
Friday. 

U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees ■ (UNHCR) 
spokeswoman Pamela 
O’Toole said they had been 
denounced by local people 
after returning to their vil- 
lages in the Murambi and 
Nvagutare regions of north- 
east Rwanda. 

UNHCR officials fear for 
their safety because the ar- 
rests appear to have ignored 
Rwandan law. which re- 
quires a forma! indictment, 
she added. 

“In this area, people have 
a tendency to take the law 
into their own hands, and 
those identified by the pub- 
lic could be in severe risk if 
they were taken into cus- 
tody by the local authori- 
ties.” Ms. O’Toole warned. 

However, she said it was 
possible some had been 
arrested to prevent them 
being attacked by relatives 
of people massacred in the 
Rwandan bloodbath of 
1994, when' more than 
500,000 Tutsis and moder- 
ate Hurus died. 

When the Tutsi-led 
Rwandan Patriotic Front 
took power, the perpetra- 
tors of that slaughter. Hutu 
extremist militias and for- 
mer soldiers among them, 
lied to Tanzania and Zaire 
along with nearly two mil- 
lion refugees. 

With around half those 
refugees now home or on 
their way back, there is lit- 
tle doubt that some of those 
guilty of the genocide have 
returned too. 

UNHCR officials howev- 
er believe the situation in 
Rwanda is sufficiently safe 
for the repatriation process 
to carry oil. 

So far. 256.000 Hutu* 
have returned from Tan- 
zania — roughly half those 
who fled there in 1994 — 
and a further 1 00 .000 arc 
snaking along the long 
route to the border. 

O'Toole said the latest 
batch of returnees from 
Tanzania were exhausted 
and moving in a long, slow 
column srrerching over 45 
kilometres. The head of the 
column was less than 25 
kilometres from the border. 

Around 600,000 refugees 
have relumed from Zaire in 
the past five weeks, al- 
though U.N. officials be- 
lieve hundreds of thousands 
more are hiding out in the 
forests either afraid to go 
home or bullied into stay- 
ing by the feared Hutu mili- 
tias. 


China is set to impose new 


legislators on Hong Kong 


HONG KONG iRt — Chi- 
na is poised to take a major 
step in reversing democratic 
reform in Hong Kong by 
creating a new legislature to 
replace the territory’s elect- 
ed body when Beijing re- 
sumes control of the British 
colony next year. 

The die will be cast Satur- 
day when 400 Hung Kung 
people, carefully screened 
by China, meet over the 
border in the city of Shen- 
zhen to appoint 60 legisla- 
tors who will make Hong 
Kong’s laws from July I . 

The “provisional legisla- 
ture’ will be installed after 
China disbands the elected - 
Legislative Council t LEG- 
CO) in a move to roll back 
political reforms introduced 
by Beijing’s nemesis, de- 
parting colonial Governor 
Chris Patten, since 1992. 

The body that will choose 
the new parliamentarians is 
the Selection Committee, 
which also elected Tung 
Chee-Hwa. a 59-year-old 
shipping tycoon with strong 
pro-Beijing loyalties, to 
succeed Mr. Patten as chief 
executive of the territory of 
6.3 million people. 

China resumes control of 
Hong Kong at midnight on 
June 30 next year, ending 
more than 1 50 years of 
British rule. 

The Hong Kong public, 
who voted resoundingly for 
pro-democracy croups in 
LEGCO elections last year, 
have had no vote in the two 
selection processes organ- 
ised by China and no say in 
the decision to remove the 
elected legislature. 

The Sino-Brilish quarrel 
over the provisional legisla- 
ture set Mr. Tung and Mr. 
Patten on a collision course 
this week. 

"A quarter of those who 
are lining up for jobs in this 
institution were beaten in 
regular elections ... It will 
be a blot on the first months 
of Chinese rule," Mr. Patten 


told a newspaper. “This 
echo chamber has no place 
in the political or adminis- 
trative life of Hong Kong ... 
We will have nothing to do 
with it any form." 

Mr. Tung responded in a 
speech to the business com- 
munity by saying Britain 
must “face the reality" of 
the new legislature. He 
warned that if its legitimacy 
was challenged further he 
would get China's parlia- 
ment to legislate on its le- 
gality. 

Hong Kong’s biggest pro- 
democracy group. the 
Democratic Party, is f boy- 
coning the selection pro- 
cess, which it brands as a 
plot to snuff out democracy 
and enact repressive laws. 

“You won’t find five of 
them who can be called de- 
mocrats by any stretch of 
the imagination.” Democra- 
tic Pam* leader Martin Lee 
told Reuters, commenting 
on the candidates. 

The Democratic Party has 
expelled a rebel member. 
Dominic Chan, because he 
broke ranks to run for the 
new assembly. 

The party is organising 
two days of protests against 
the Provisional Legislature, 
and China has beefed up 
security on ihe border in 
case demonstrators try to 
cross into Shenzhen, local 
media quoted Chinese sour- 
ces as saying. 

The Selection Committee 
will choose the 60 members 
of the Provisional Legisla- 
ture from a list of 1 30 can- 
didates. 

Pro-Beijing parries field- 
ing candidates denied crit- 
ics’ allegations this week 
that they had negotiated the 
result of the voting in ad- 
vance in under-the-table 
horse- trading. 

"There is definitely no 
carve-up of seats." said Li- 
beral Party leader Allen 
Lee. 

Each Selection Commiiee 


member will vote by en- 
dorsing up to 00 munes 
from among the candidates. 
The top 60 candidates — 
those listed the most times 
— will be appointed to the 
Provisional Legislature. 

Among the candidates are 
34 incumbent legislators, 
raising the prospect that 
LEGCO could he crippled 
well before Chinese rule, 
because the two legisla- 
tures’ schedules could 
clash. 

A poll by Hong Kong 
University indicated Thurs- 
day that one-third of the 
public support the concept 
of the v new legislature and 
one-quarter trust the Chi- 
nese government. 

Britain Friday urged Chi- 
na to reconsider its plans to 
set up the Provisional Le- 
gislature for Hong Kong 
and said there was no justi- 
fication for the move. 

In a toughly worded state- 
ment, Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind called on 
the international communi- 


ty to maintain pressure on 
Beijing in the run-up to the 
colony being handed hack 
to China next year. 

Britain has constantly 
urtacked the move as one 
not envisioned in handover 
agreements and questioned 
its legality. 

Mr. Rifkind. defending 
Hong Kong's current Le- 
gislative Council, said: 
“There is no justification 
for China to replace a legis- 
lature elected openly and 
fairly by more than one mil- 
lion Hong Kong people." 

“China should be pre- 
pared to mist Hong Kong 
people with the measure of 
democracy we have intro- 
duced,” he said in a state- 


ment. 

Mr. Rifkind was even 
blunter in an interview with 
the Financial Times, telling 
the paper: 'The very crea- 
tion of a Provisional Legis- 
lature is a very foolish step.” 


A SEASON FOR PEACE 


IS A SPECIAL ONE-HOUR TV PRESENTATION 
FOR THE 20TH CENTURY MOST FAMOUS 
PREACHER 


REV. DR. BILLY GRAHAM 


WATCH THIS AROMATIC FILM FEATURING 
INTERVIEWS WITH PRESIDENT NELSON 
MANDREL, FORMER PRESIDENT JIMMY 
CARTER AND OTHERS. 


THIS FILM WILL BE SHOWN VIA SATELLITE TO 
150 COUNTRIES AROUND THE WORLD. 


YOU CAN WATCH "SEASON FOR PEACE" IN 
ENGLISH ON SATURDAY 21 ST DEC. 1996 AT 
9 00 P.M. JORDAN TIME ON MIDDLE EAST 
TELEVISION. 


HAVE A BLESSED CHRISTMAS 
AND A FRUITFUL NEW YEAR 


Jordan Times, Saturday, December 21, 1996 



Chechens say they hold 


suspects in ICRC murders 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The security service of 
Chechens a’s separatist government said Friday it had 
detained several people suspected of imolvcmcM in the 
murders of six foreign aid workers, ITAR-TASS news 
agency said. 

Security service head Abu Movsayev told TASS he 
could not disclose the names or nationalities of those 
held. He said his agency had every reason for believing 
that the killings, which took place’ Tuesday, were politi- 
cally motivated. 

"Unfortunately there are many people and powerful 
organisations inside Chcchenya and outside the region 
w ho want to make the world see our republic as a land 
of barbarians ami bandits," he said. 

The six aid workers, five of them women, worked for 
the International Committee of the Red Cross. The\ 
were killed in their beds in a Red Cross hospital com- 
pound in the village of Novye Atagi southeast of the 
regional cjpitul Grozny. 

The shootings prompted foreign aid agencies to freeze 
operations in the region and pull out international staff. 

TASS said Thursday that the rebel government had 
promised a reward of $100,000 to anyone providing evi- 
dence which helped truck down the killers. 

Chechen government spokesman Movladi L'dugov 
told Reuters Thursday he had reason to believe some 
members of the Russian security services .were behind 
the murders. 

But Mr. Udugov said he did not believe the Russian 
government knew anything about this operation. 

Both the rebels and the Russian government have 
denounced the murders as an attempt to undermine the 
fragile peace process in Cheehenya and derail regional 
elections due on Jan. 27. 

Under a peace deal, struck on Aug. 3). Russia is 
pulling out forces sent in December 1994 to quell 
Chechenya's independence bid. The rebels have agreed 
to delay a decision on the region’s future political status 
by five years. 

"in an interview broadcast on Chechen television. Mr. 
Movsavev said he could not name the suspects, who 
were ail Chechens, or explain the circumstances of their 
arrest, as the investigation was continuing. 

But he said there was strong evidence that it was a politi- 
cal murder, and there were grounds ro ex peer further “ter- 
rorist acts” aimed at destabilising Cheehenya in the run-up 
to presidential and parliamentary elections. 


The ICRC called on its organisations and other humani- 
tarian bodies to make Fridas a day of mourning for rhe six 
slain Red Cross workers. 

“This tragedy affects the international community as a 
whole.” the ICRC said, adding: "We must demonstrate our 
rejection of an infamous act of barbarism." 

Hundreds of humanitarian agency workers took to the 
streets of Geneva in an outpouring of grief and anger Friday- 
over the murder of the six Red Cross colleagues in 
Cheehenya. 

The mourners, many holding red roses, gathered outside 
the United Nations complex in :t show of solidarity before 
marching silently to the heajquarters of the hue mat Iona I 
Committee of Red Cross ( ICRC i to place the flowers. 

“We stand together today to condemn this outrageous 
plunge into chaos, and to voice our anger at the cowardice 
ot the murderers themselves and of those who niav have 
ordered the perpetration of these crimes,” said a joint state- 
ment read to the crow d. 

"We stand here together, in silence, to tell them they will 
not succeed and assure them that, by conducting them- 
selves in this manner, it is their own honour that thev are 
sullying.” 

The agencies at Friday's march included Medians Sans 
Frontier?* iMSF — Doctors Without Borders i. The U.N. 
Children’s Fund, the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Retugees and the World Health Organisation. 

Pierre Gauthier, a former ICRC spokesman, said the slay- 
ings called into question how the ICRC would operate from 
now on in such conflict euttes. 

The rules of battle had changed, he added. Civilians and 
humanitarian workers had become targets in contl icts and 
the "anarchy against the ICRC has to be stopped. What to 
do? This is the question." 

The day of mourning had begun w ith a ceremony at Saint 
Peter's Cathedral here presided by ICRC President 
Comelio Sommamya. who repeated a call for governments 
and nations to mobilise against acts of barbarism. 

"This shock leads me to ask everyone ro mobilise. We 
cannot stay paralysed in front of this horror — which is 
maybe what rhe assassins warn. It's a combat we have ro 
lead for humanity.” 

He pleaded for spiritual, military, political, diplomatic 
and media leaders to combat atrocities and uphold human 
values. 


Sri Lanka rebels kill 11 soldiers in ambush 


COLOMBO (R) — Separa- 
tist Tamil Tiger guerrillas 
Friday attacked a Sri Lan- 
kan army patrol in the coun- 
try's northeast, killing II 
soldiers and wounding se- 
ven, army officials said. 

The parry of 27 troops 
was ambushed near the re- 
mote town of Kebitigollewa 
in Anuradhapura district as 
they set out in the morning 
to clear the area’s roads of 


land mines and explosives 
planted there by the guerril- 
las at night. 

The attack was the latest 
in a series of recent strikes 
on government and military 
targets in the region. 

On Tuesday, a Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) suicide bomber 
killed one of eastern Sri 
Lanka’s senior police com- 
mando officers. 


The bomber rammed his 
motorcycle into the car of 
the deputy chief of the 
police Special Task Force 
(STF) in Batticaloa district, 
near Karativu. about 240 
kilometres east of Colombo. 

In a separate incident the 
same day. seven soldiers 
were killed in the northeast- 
ern village of Weli Oya 
when soldiers bathing in an 
irrigation tank set off a mine 


laid underwater by the 
rebels. 

On Thursday, rebels at- 
tacked another mine-clear- 
ing party in the eastern town 
of Kiran. killing one soldier 
and wounding another, the 
Defence Ministry said. 

The Tigers overran an 
STF camp at Pulukunavn in 
eastern Amparai district last 
week, killing 36 security 
personnel. 


T hank you for 


your support 



In appreciation of your support, Fastlink would like to 
announce that all mobile originating local phone calls will 
be charged at off peak rates*, all day, every day, between 
December 25th and January 1st. 


It's just our little way of saying thank you . 


* off-peak races: 

Mobile ro mobile: ICO tils per minute. 
Mobile to land: 140 tils per minute. 
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Little to hope for 


THE WARNING that Jordanian leaders made 
to Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy on 
Thursday seems to have fallen on deaf ears. 
The Jordanian side took pains to express to Mr. 
Levy that unless all agreements that the Jewish 
state reached with the Arab parties are faith- 
fully and completely implemented, and Israel’s 
settlement programme is put to an immediate 
halt, the tide of peace would give way to 
renewed conflict. 

Jordan sought to make the Israeli minister 
understand why Jordan considers settlement 
as a threat to the Kingdom. Expanding the set- 
tlements may not, as Mr. Levy insist, violate the 
Oslo accords. But they certainly violate the 
spirit of Madrid enshrined in the principle of 
exchanging occupied Arab lands for peace. 
Jordan supports the establishment of a 
Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza, 
because when the Palestinian people regain 
their national rights and an independent state, 
the notion that Jordan is Palestine will be 
buried for ever. The Jordan-Israel peace treaty 
was the strongest expression against that 
notion. 

Whether a deal on Israeli redeployment from 
Hebron is imminent or not and whether the 
final status negotiations will start sooner or 
later will not obscure the fact that the addition 
of 50.000 settlers to an existing 150,000 will 
make an equitable and acceptable solution to 
the Palestinian problem all the more remote. 

The U.S. government has worked very hard 
during the past six years to convince Israel to 
refrain from taking measures that aim to pre- 
empt the final stage of negotiations on the sta- 
tus of the occupied Arab territories. The U.S. 
used the loan guarantees to Israel a few years 
ago as a w eapon that led Israel to freeze settle- 
ment building. Now Washington is at the fore- 
front in criticising the new policies of the right- 
wing government led by Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Whether Israel will heed the Jordanian warn- 
ing remains to be seen. What is sure right now 
is that prospects for a real breakthrough on 
the peace front are not bright. A great deal 
depends on what Israel will or will not do in the 
weeks and months ahead. And if Israel contin- 
ues the trend that its present government intro- 
duced in the summer, then there is very little to 
hope for in the coming year. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Dustour said the past few months 
witnessed satisfactory developments in Jordan’s rela- 
tions with Iraq and frustrations with regard to the rela- 
tions with Kuwait. Jordan has obviously changed its 
stance towards Baghdad although the Kingdom had 
been calling for the “rehabilitation” of Iraq so that it 
can rejoin the Arab fold, said Taher Adwan. who 
stressed that Iraq’s internal affairs is not Jordan's busi- 
ness. neither it is the business of the Arab countries to 
maintain sanctions on Iraq. Such favourable develop- 
ment in relations with Iraq serves first and foremost the 
Jordanian national and economic interest and it must be 
emphasised that the sanctions on Baghdad can only 
serve American interests, he added. In contrast. 
Jordan's relations with Kuwait have not improved at all 
despite overtures and indeed the people in Kuwait and 
in Jordan are split over this relationship, said the writer. 
He noted that while in Kuwait people are divided over 
future ties with Jordan, which Kuwait officially accus- 
es of havingb supported Baghdad in the Gulf crisis, 
people in Jordan wish to restore normal ties with 
Kuwait: but the majority believes that this should not 
be achieved at the expense of the Kingdom’s ties with 
Baghdad. The writer said that despite these develop- 
ments. Jordan is bound to pursue efforts to improve its 
relations with ail Arab countries. 


Reflecting on a meeting in Amman of political parties 
in the Arab World, Ahmad Misleh. a writer for AI Ra’i. 
said it would be unfair to place on the shoulders of 
these parties the task of reforming the political, social, 
economic and cultural situation in the Arab World. The 
Arab political parties have been in disarray for decades, 
largely due to tack of contacts among themselves and 
the" hegemony of Arab regimes on the destiny of these 
parties" and their relations with the Arab masses, said 
the writer. One cannot expect from the political parties, 
many of them still fledgling, to bring about reform over 
night though they can take the initial steps to achieve 
that objective, he added. The writer said the main task 
of these parties is to help Arab regimes to embark on 
serious efforts towards normalisation among them- 
selves before they can unify their collective action to 
liberate the occupied Arab territories in Palestine. Syria 
and Lebanon. He said these parties also have the seri- 
ous task of overcoming the state of frustration prevail- 
ing among their members, as a result of the hegemony 
Arab regimes exercise on them, before they can play a 
meaningful role in unifying Arab ranks. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Unless comprehensive, 


peace cannot exist in the Mideast 


JORDAN HAS been trying hard to put the Middle East 
peace process back on track not only because of its gen- 
uine concern and interest to see calm and stability prevail 
in the region but also because of the direct dangers a fail- 
ure of the peace process would pose to the Kingdom's 
own security. This message was made clear by 
Information Minister Marwan Muasher in comments he 
made at a joint press conference with Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy on Thursday. 

The comments of both ministers underlined a very clear 
fact: Jordan and Israel do not see eye to eye at all on the 
present status of the Middle East peace process, particu- 
larly in the context of Israel’s policy of expanding settle- 
ments in the Palestinian territories. The overall fears 
remain, however, that the entire peace process is going 
off-track simply because of the hardline policies of the 
government of Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Most definitely, it is not an issue of concern to Jordan 
and Israel in a' bilateral sense and it is not simply a 
Jordanian task to convince Israel to accept the just require- 
ments for peace in the Middle East. It is not as if Jordan is 
trying to convince the Israeli government that it should 
change its ways simply because Jordan wants things to go 
its way. 

The reality on the ground and the factors at play are 
ciystal clear: 

— There cannot be a just durable and comprehensive 
peace in the region as long as Israel does not recognise 
and respect the right of the Palestinian people to set up an 


independent state in the territories that Israel is occupying 
today. As such, continued Israeli expansion of Jewish set- 
tlements in the territories is in direct contradiction ot the 
very objective of the peace process. 

— The Israeli explanations justifying its policies are, at 
best. lame. How can we accept that die Netanyahu gov- 
ernment is only encouraging “the natural growth” of 
Jewish settlements in the West Bank and Gaza when, in 
the first place, those settlements are illegal and are built on 
occupied lands where Israel have no right to set up physi- 
cal presence?. 

— The Israeli argument that any arrangement with the 
Palestinians under the Oslo accords should be based on 
security for the Jewish settlers in the occupied territories 
holds no water. The Oslo accqrds were signed by the gov- 
ernment of the state of Israel, and it is the obligation and 
responsibility of the state of Israel, regardless of the poli- 
tics of the ruling party, to make its own arrangements for 
“security” if it seeks to do so. The best way out. based on 
international legitimacy and U.N. resolutions, is to elimi- 
nate the very' presence of the settlers in the occupied lands 
and make room for interim Palestinian self-rule pending 
the final status negotiations. Can anyone accept that the. 
Palestinians should pay the price for the security of 
Israelis whose very presence is illegal in Palestinian terri- 
tories? (Was it the Palestinians who invited Jews to settle 
in Palestinian territories, for them to be held responsible 
for the safety of the settlers today?) 

The Israeli government should not seek to hide behind 
flimsy excuses and justifications - . The stakes in the game 


are.too high for such naive arguments and lame excuses. 

The writing is clear on the wall: The present movement, 
or the lack of it. of the peace process is fraught with dan- 
gers. Israel is kidding no one but itself if it believes that it 
could consolidate its gains in the peace process in terms of 
it being accepted as part of the Middle Eastern order while 
continuing to deny the Palestinians their legitimate rights. 

That is only part of the deal. The other is the real danger 
that threatens everyone in the region. Israel is gravely mis- 
taken if it expects the Palestinians to remain docile and 
accept whatever is dished our to them by Israel as the 
result of the peace process. There cannot be any return to 
pre-Madrid status quo. If indeed there is such a return. - 
then it would include a revival of the intifada with much, 
more intensity and violence: Israel had better be prepared 
for that eventuality. 

As far as Jordan is concerned, the dangers are multifold. 
On the one hand, the manifestations of Palestinian discon- 
tentment with the peace process would not be limited to 
the Palestinian territories and would definitely spill over 
to the East Bank. On the other. Israel's refusal to recognise- 
and respect Palestinian rights in the Palestinian territories 
would only revive the theory of “Jordan is Palestine.” 

Needless to say. revival of that theory as a result of 
Israel’s intransigence in the peace process would render 
meaningless one of the essences -of the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace Treaty — mutual commitment to respect each 
other’s sovereignty and territorial integrity as well as the 
right to live within secure borders and not to undertake - 
any action that would threaten the other's security. 


American churches offer a better option for Jerusalem, 
call for ‘shared city for two peoples, three religions’ 


By Rami G. Kbouri 


A NUMBER of leading 
Christian churches and 
organisations in the United 
States today ( Saturday ) 
published a full-page notice 
in the New York Times call- 
ing for “a shared 
Jerusalem." providing a 
“heritage, hope and home of 
two peoples and three reli- 
gions.” The statement, 
issued by the Washington- 
based Churches for Middle 
East Peace (CMEP), was 
signed by over 600 individ- 
uals and organisations. 
Many will be writing to 
their senators asking that 
they bring up the concept of 
a shared Jerusalem in the 
context of Madeleine 
Albright's Senate confirma- 
tion hearing for U.S. 
Secretary of State. Others 
are writing letters and op- 
eds for papers across the 
United Slates. 

The statement says that 
“Jerusalem is a sacred city 
to Jews. Christians and 
Muslims, the Children of 
Abraham. All long for 
Jerusalem to be the city of 
peace. For most of its histo- 
ry the fate of Jerusalem was 
determined by war. Now the 
ancient hope for peace can 


become reality through 
negotiations.” 

It explicity challenges the 
Israeli sole claim to sover- 
eignty in the holy city, not- 
ing that: “As Christians 
committed to working for 
peace, we support a negoti- 
ated solution for Jerusalem 
that respects the human and 
political rights of both 
Palestinians and Israelis, as 
well’ as the rights of the 
three religious communi- 
ties. We utge Jews. 
Christians and Muslims to 
open dialogue on these 
issues.” 

It goes on to proclaim 
that: “Jerusalem at peace 
cannot belong exclusively 
to one people, one country 
or one religion. Jerusalem 
should be open to all. 
shared by all — two peoples 
and three religions.” 

It concludes by urging the 
United Stales government 
“to call upon negotiators to 
move beyond exclusivist 
claims and create a 
Jerusalem that is a sign of 
peace and a symbol of rec- 
onciliation for all 
humankind.” 

Churches for Middle East 
Peace is the umbrella organ- 
isation that helps coordinate 
the advocacy on Middle 


East issues of 16 church 
organisations having a pres- 
ence in Washington. CMEP 
began its work in 1984 out 
of the conviction that the 
policy perspectives and 
long Middle East experi- 
ence of its member bodies 
can play a useful role in the 
public arena. It carries on an 
ongoing dialogue with the 
Congress, the' administra- 
tion and the diplomatic 
community on a variety of 
' issues. ‘ including human 
rights, arms transfers, for- 
eign aid. Israeli settlements 
and Jerusalem. 

The following are some of 
the churches and groups 
that signed the srarement: 
American Friends Service 
Committee. Kara Newell, 
executive director. 

Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Archdiocese of 
North America- 

Metropolitan Philip 

(SaJiba): Catholic 

Conference ■ of Major 
Superiors of Men’s 
Institutes. Very Rev. Jospeh 
LeVesque. CM. President: 
Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ). Richard L. 
Hamm, general minister 
and president: Church of the 
Brethren, Rev. Dr. Donald 
E. Miller, general secretary; 


The Episcopal Church. The 
Most Rev. Edmond L. 
Browning. presiding 

Bishop; Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in 
America, the Rev. H. 
George Anderson, presiding 
Bishop: Friends Committee 
on National Legislation. Joe 
Volk, executive secretary; 
Maiyknoll Fathers and 
Brothers, Fr. Kenneth F. 
Thesing, MM, superior gen- 
eral; Maiyknoll Sisters: 
Sister Claudette Lavendiere, 
MM. president. Central 
Governing Board: 

Mennonite Central 

Committee, Ronald J.R. 
Mathies, executive director: 
National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.. The Rev. Dr. Joan 
Brown Campbell, general 
secretary': Melvin G. 

Talbert. San Francisco Area. 

Today's statement follows 
a series of similar appeals in 
recent years by Christian 
churches on the status of 
Jerusalem. In the statement 
"on the significance of 
Jerusalem for Christians" 
released on Sept. 14. 1994. 
the Patriarchs and heads of 
the Christian communities 
in Jerusalem said: “We call 
upon all parties concerned 
to comprehend and accept 


the nature and deep signifi- 
cance of Jerusalem, City of 
God. None can appropriate 
it in exclusivist ways. We 
invite each party to go 
beyond exclusivist visions 
or actions, and without dis- 
crimination. to consider the 
religious and national aspi- 
rations of others, in order to 
give back to Jerusalem its 
true universal character and 
to make of the city' a holy 
place of reconciliation for 
humankind.” 

In 1995. many U.S. heads 
of Orthodox, Roman 
Catholic. Protestant. 

Episcopal and Historic 
Peace communions 

endorsed a March 6 mes- 
sage: “It is our conviction, 
Mr. President, that a resolu- 
tion of Jerusalem has the 
potential for advancing 
cooperation between the 
three Abrahamic faiths or 
sowing the seeds of new 
religious conflicts between 
Muslims. Jews and 

Christians. The future of 
Jerusalem must not be pre- 
empted by the actions of * 
any one party. Only a nego- 
tiated agreement that 

respects the human and 
political rights of 

Palestinians and Israelis as 
well as the three religious 


on 


Brethren; 
Church: 
Lutheran 
America: 
Committee 
Legislation: 
Fathers and 
Mennonite 
Committee: 
Council of 
Presbyterian 
(LISA): Roman 


Conference of Major 
Superiors of Men: Unitarian 
Universal ist Association; 

United Church of Christ; 
United Methodist Church. 
CMEP can be contacted at 
110 Maryland Ave, NE, 
Suite 10S. Washington. DC 
20002. USA. Tel.: (202) 
546-S425, Fax. (202) 543- 
7532. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Arab political parties’ meeting ‘reviving the spirit of pan-ArabisnT 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 


TOPICS COVERED by the 
local Arabic dailies * last 
week included the first ever 
conference by political par- 
ties in the Arab World and 
its impact on the future of 
inter-Arab relations and 
joint action. Also given 
prominence was the Israeli 
intransigence vis-a-vis the 
peace process and domestic 
affairs. 

Discussing the status of 
political parties in the Arab 
World, a writer for AI Ra’i 
said the favourable response 
to Al Mustakbal party' ’s 
invitation and the gathering 
of party members from 
around the Arab World was 
in itself a major success. 

Hussein Abu Rumman 
said that the gathering 
reflected a tangible 
improvement in inter-Arab 
relations and the parties’ 
demand that sanctions on 
Iraq. Libya and Sudan be 
terminated demonstrated a 
unity of stands among these 
parties and the Arab masses 
at large. 

The writer said that if the 
Gulf war marked a collapse 
of the Arab order, the par- 
ties’ meeting represented an 
initial step towards reviving 
the spirit of pan-Arabism. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
demanded that after their 
first meeting in Amman, the 


political parties of the Arab 
World adopt a programme 
that would maintain the 
struggle to end the differ- 
ences among Arab countries 
and to open up the borders 
between them. 

Taher Adwan said that the 
political parties of the Arab 
World should all become 
affiliated to the Arab human 
rights organisation through 
which they can unify their 
efforts and pool their 
resources to free the Arab 
citizens from fear, persecu- 
tion and restrictions on the 
Arab people’s movements 
towards democracy and 
respect of human rights. 

The writer said the Arab 
masses hope that the politi- 
cal parties will now form a 
liaison committee that could 
coordinate their political 
action in defence of Arab 
citizens’ rights. 

The conference of more 
than 30 political parties 
from the Arab World was 
significant as it paves the 
way for future joint action 
by their members: their 
meeting in Amman was a 
great opportunity to 
exchange ideas that would 
help them carry out their 
future programmes, said to 
a writer for AJ Ra’i. 

Tawfiq Abul Rub said that 
the ideologues and leading 
members of these parties 
have no doubt reviewed the 
current situation in the Arab 


World and their own posi- 
tions with regard to the 
Arab-fsraeli conflict and 
other issues. 

He added that there is no 
doubt that such a meeting 
will help them embark on 
concerted action that would 
help their nation maintain 
the struggle for unity and 
for progress. He said that 
these parties have a duty to 
build a strong popular base 
in their own countries and 
serve as a guide for the 
masses on questions of des- 
tiny. 

Mohammad Kawash. a 
writer for Al Dustour. said 
that Jordan was the ideal 
venue for (he political par- 
ties’ meeting because free- 
dom of speech and democ- 
racy are guaranteed in the 
Kingdom. 

These elements, he said, 
created the proper climate 
for the conference’s suc- 
cess. The meeting served as 
the first practical step 
towards charting a pro- 
gramme for popular action 
that would help the Arab 
masses attain their objec- 
tives. said the writer. 

Jordan was ideal for such 
a meeting because the coun- 
try maintains strong ties 
with all Arab states and 
because democracy has 
taken root in the country, 
enabling the party members 
to speak freely and openly 
and discuss issues of con- 


cern to their people in a free 
atmosphere. added the 
writer. 

Reflecting on the peace 
process, a writer for AI' 
Dustour said that al! eyes 
are now turned towards 
Washington, which . is the 
sponsor of this process, and 
all Arabs expect the Clinton 
administration to take a 
lough stand vis-a-vis 
Israel’s settlement pro- 

grammes. 

Mahmoud Rimawi said 
that now that all Arab and 
foreign countries have 

failed to deter Mr. 

Netanyahu and his govern- 
ment from pursuing an 
aggressive policy that 

threatens the peace process, 
there can be no alternative 
but to involve the United 
States directly in helping to 
settle this issue and to pres- 
sure the Israeli government 
to respect and honour its 
peace commitments. 

The writer said the Arabs 
want to witness a genuine 
commitment from the 
United States and expect 
real sponsorship of a free 
and fair peace process rather 
than sponsorship of Israel’s 
plots against the peace 
process. 

Saleh Qallab. a writer for 
Al Dustour. wondered for 
how long the Clinton 
administration would 
remain passive regarding 
Mr. Netanyahu’s disregard 


of the peace accords and its 
requirements. 

Until when can Mr. 
Clinton maintain a weak 
and shy stand vis-a-vis Mr. 
Netanyahu's challenge to 
the peace process, asked the 
writer. The whole world 
realises that the United 
Slates, die only superpower 
in the world, can stop Israel 
and force it to comply with 
the peace requirements, and 
everyone realises that 
Washington holds the key to 
peace in the Middle East, 
said the writer. 

He added that the peace 
process, which was initiated 
by President George “ 
through an 
conference m 

aimed to achieve _ r 

which is not to the benefit of 
the Arabs alone but rather 
that of the United 
Israel and .the rest 
world. 

Given the present Israeli 
government’s position 
towards the peace process, 
the Middle East now stands 
on the threshold of a new 
cycle of violence and con- 
flict. said Munes Razzaz a 

writer for AI Ra’i daily. 

This situation has arisen 
from lack of a genuine bal- 
ance of power between the 
Arabs and Israel: such bal- 
ance could force the Israelis 
to recognise Arab rights, he 
said. The present Israeli mil- 
itary' superiority encourages 


Bush 
international 
Madrid, 
peace 


States, 
of the 


Mr. Netanyahu to adopt an 
aggressive’stand. with disre- 
gard to the Arab rights and 
to calls by die Arab Nation 
for an end to occupation of 
land belonging to three Arab 
countries, he added. 

The writer said that only 
when the Arab countries 
reach military parity with 
Israel can the Jewish state 
teel that its security is in 
real danger and in that case 
it will either launch war or 
reach a compromise agree- 
ment with the Arabs on 
maintaining peace. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
demanded that the Social 
Security Corporation take 
steps towards the creation of 
a national health insurance 
scheme in Jordan. 

Moahmniad Daoud said 
that it is high time for this 
corporation to take this 
important step for two rea- 
sons: the cost of maintain- 
ing medical services to the 
public has become too great 
a burden for the Ministry of 
Health to shoulder and die 
majority of Jordanians are 
unable to cope with the con- 
tinuous rise in the cost of 
medical treatment. 

The writer said that a 
national health insurance 
^heme in which the private 
fl nd public sectors can. par- 
ticipate remains the only 
way out of this problem and 
could help a majority of 
Jordanians. 
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communities can lead to a. 
lasting peace. The goal of a 
warm' peace between Israel 
and its .Arab neighbours can 
only be achieved in the con- 
text of a shared city' where 
the interests of ail parties 
are respected." 

Churches for Middle East 
Peace is a joint programme 
of the Washington offices of 
the American Baptist 
Churches, U.S.; American 
Friends Service Committee; 
Christian Church (Disciples 
'of Christ); Church of the 


Episcopal 
Evangelical 
Church in 
Friends 
National 
Maiyknoll 
Brothers: 
Central 
National 
Churches: 
Church 
Catholic 
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Jordanian-Israeli differences remain 


Lima crisis deadlocked 


Netanyahu ready to accept demilitarised state 


(Colimied from page ] ) 

The gqvermcnt is coin* 
milted to ihm mandate, he 
>aid. Mr. Levy culled on 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
As*uid ro restart peace 
negotiations wirh his coun- 
uy without preconditions. 
He s;ud Israel will not agree 
hi Syria's demands before 
(he two countries sit uruund 
the negotiating table 
because there is “no prece- 
dent" in history for any 
country lu accept the 
demands of another before 
negotiations start. 

“1 cull on President Assad 
to ....resume the negotia- 
tions** so that Syria and 
Israel can achieve peace, he 
said. 

“We don’t want tension, 
we don't want continuation 
of verbal violence, we 
don’t want to defeat any- 
body or force anybody's 
hand.” Mr. Levy told 
a' porters. 

The talks between Syria 
and Israel were stopped in 
February and tension 
between the two states has 
been growing since the 
election of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Neranyahu in May. 

Mr. Levy indirectly criti- 
cised Arab countries whose 
ties with Lintel have deferi- 
ura ted as a result ot the 
stalemate on the Palest in- 
iau-Israeli talks. 

“It is untenable that every 
time a difference of opinion 
or difficulty emerges... 
these difficulties bring 
about a deterioration 
through the region and the 
creation of an atmosphere 
of distrust and hostility." 
Mr. Lev y told reporters. 

But Or. Muasher said that 
the responsibility of bring- 
ing back an uiniotphcrv of 
confidence to the region 
falls on Israel which must 
implement its agreements 
with the Palestinians and 
prove its commitment to 


(Continued From page 12) 

— The conference considers 
tiic holding of an cxhihiinn for 
Israeli industrial product* in 
any Arab country is dangerous 
to the .Arab economy. 

— The conference hails ihe 
Egyptian stand in confronting 
normal u inn of relations with 
Israel. 

— Tile conference hails the 
Syrian and Lebanese positions 
in -landing up to the “Zionist 
aggression.” 

— Tlie evvil’erence hails the 
Ir.iqi position and steadfastness 
towards the “unjust American 
aggression” and calls for lifting 
ihc embargo on Iraq totally and 
unconditionally. 

Democracy and human 

rights 

— Participants expressed 
their concern over human 
rights and public freedoms as 
well as over the relationship 
between the regime and the 
people in more than one Arab 
country. 

— The international declara- 
tion fur human rights should be 
incorporated in Arab countries 
laws. 

— Prisoners of conscience 
should he freed :utd political 
arrests should be condemned. 

— Arab political panics 
should upgrade tlieir jvrfur- 
n lance and adopt dcmocraiic 
meat w in their actions. 
Economy 

— Tlie conference 
announces its rejeetkvi lor nor- 
nialisation of tics with I -tael 
and calls for reviving joint 

Arab projects. 

— The conlerence calls on 
the concerned authorities for 
setting up Arab trade organisa- 
tion, upgrading the perfor- 
mance of the .Arab Monetary 
Fund, and opening up for 
world economies within an 

Arab framework. 

Culture 

— The cunfctvnce calls for 
dl'orts lo cctfifronL the "Zionist 
cultural invasion" and boy- 
cotiing Israel al all levels. 

— The conlerence calls lor 
respect for the freedom oj 
press. 

— The conference calls lor 
enhancing the relationship 
between the intellectual and the 
policy-maker. 

Education 

— - Arabisation of university 
education. 

— Fighting cultural and edu- 
cational normalisation. 

— Participants pledge to 


tlie peace process tiimugli 
uctinn on the ground. 

But despite the difference 
with Israel. Dr. Munshef 
v«id Jordan will continue tu 
work with i he Israeli gov- 
ernment to help advance 
the peace pnicess. 

Dr. Muashcr said die talks 
Mr. Levy held here were 
■'useful" and Mr. 1 *'v> said 
they were “proiiueiive.” 

.\ir. Levy said he was 
"pleased" to hear about the 
King's action to help 
advance the peace process, 
adding that he stressed in 
his talks here the good rela- 
tions between the two 
countries and the responsi- 
bility to work together to 
overcome the obstacles fac- 
ing the search lor peace in 
the region. 

Before leaving hack for 
Israel on Kurd a military 
helicopter. Mr Levy inau- 
gurated the new premises 
ot the Israeli embassy 
which was built at an esti- 
mated cost uf Si million m 
the posh district ul'Al Ruhiu 
in western Amman. 

The impression here was 
that Jordan snubbed Mr. 
Lev > with Minister of Stale 
for Foreign Affairs Khaied 
Madudhah receiving the 
Israeli foreign minister at 
the airport instead of Mr. 
Kabariti. who is also for- 
eign minister. 

The opening ceremony of 
the embassy was attended 
by Mr. Madudhah and Jor- 
danian Ambassador to 
Israel Omar Rifai. Many 
Jordanians who were invit- 
ed to the ceremony said 
they boycotted the opening 
in protest against Israel's 
policies. 

An informed source said 
that Jordan had not expect- 
ed Mr. Levy's visit to 
reveal any change in the 
policies of the Israeli gov- 
ernment but received him 
nevertheless as part of its 
efforts to get the peace 
process back on track- 


tight for freedom of the press in 
all Arab countries. 

— Participtutts also agreed to 
meet regularly. An Amman- 
based general secretariat was 
established for the purpose. 
The secretariat will alsocix>rdi- 
nate efforts anwng all .Arab 
political parties and prepare a 
code of kinour that gov ems tin.- 
w ork ot Arab political panics. 

Suleiman .Arar. president of 
Al Mustuqbal party whieh 
luisted the emiferenee. was 
elected as the president. 


I Continued front page 1 ) 

Callao. Canadian Ambas- 
sador Anthony Vincent, 
who was among four 
hostages released it* serve 

as negotiators, was to meet 
with MNKT chief victor 
Polay on Friday, the Lima 
daily La Republic;! report- 
ed. The paper said the 
meeting was among the 
rebel demands. 

Mr. Ptiljy. the principal 
founder of the rebel move- 
ment in the early IVKOs, 
was captured in IW2 and 
is serving a lile sentence at 
the same base as cu/man. 

The hostage crisis began 
Tuesday night when two 
dozen rebels seized hun- 
dreds of guests at a party al 
the Japanese ambassador's 
house. They have released 
nearly 2<H> hostages, most- 
ly women, but about 375 
men still are being held. 

The rebels' main demand 
has been freedom for 3(X) 
ul their jailed comrades. 
They also want transporta- 
tion to a central jungle, a 
commitment to change the 
government's tree-market 
economic policy and the 
payment of an unspecilied 
"war lax." 

On Wednesday, they 
threatened to kill (lie 
hostages one by one until 
the government met their 
demands, but they let that 
deadline pass with no 
deaths and did not repeal 
the threat Thursday. 

In Tokyo, the Japanese 
government said it was not 
yet seeking a direct role in 
negotiations with the guer- 
rillas. but one official 
expressed some dissatis- 
faction with Peru's 
response. 

''There is a considerable 
difference between the 
views of Japan and Peru." 
government spokesman 
Sciroku Kajiyama was 
quoted as saying by the Jiji 
news agency Friday. He 
did not elaborate. 

Mr. Fujimori said Thurs- 
day he had assured several 
heads of stale, including 
President Clinton, that his 
main goals were to end the 
crisis and *' preserve the 
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health and lile" of the 
hostages. 

Letters were sent to the 
leaders of Argentina, 
Bolivia. Brazil, South 
Korea, Paraguay. Uruguay, 
Canada. Spam and the 
United States — countries 
with diplomats in the com- 
pound. hostages arc from at 
least 2K countries. 

The United States 
advised against making 
concessions to terrorists, 
while Japan cautioned 
against any risky attempt to 
rescue the hostages — 
who include 17 Japanese 
diplomats and more than 
40 Japanese businessmen. 

The New York Times 
reported Friday that Peru 
failed to act on warnings 
— received in seized docu- 
ments, intelligence from 
informants and previous 
attacks — that rebels were 
planning a raid similar to 
that on the Japanese 
ambassador's home. 

Government security 
forces, who have made 
great strides in wiping out 
terrorism, chose to devote 
their scarce resources to 
lighting drug trafficking 
and a lingering border war 
with Ecuador, the Times 
said. 

Ciastou Barua, mayor of 
the upper-class San Isidro 
district where the ambas- 
sador's home is located, 
admitted that police vigi- 
kince was down during the 
puny. He said only about 
15 agents were guarding 
the compound as hundreds 
of diplomats and guests 
filed in for the party. 

That was disputed by 
Japanese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Hiroshi 

Hashimoto. who said in 
Tokyo on Friday that Japan 
had requested 20 extra 
security officers for the 
party and Peru had provid- 
ed them. 

Hashimoto also 

announced that Japan was 
stepping up security at 
some of its embassies 
worldwide because of the 
attack, but did not give fur- 
ther details. 
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(.Cuntinued from page I t 

ol land of Israel over which 
Israel cannot be sover- 
eign.” Mr. Bar-lllan told 
the Associated Press. 

"You can call tt autonomy 
plus, but obviously the 
name is not the point." Mr. 
Bar-1 (Ian said, referring to a 
future Palestinian entity. 

“The point is what is its 
character, what are its limi- 
tation." 

A Palestinian entity next 
to Israel should not have 
lire full rights of a sover- 
eign state, he said. "It 
would not have a large 
army, or any ability to make 
arms or to make pacts, 
alliances with radical 
regimes like (ran and Iraq." 

The issue of statehood for 
the Palestinians is critical 
and the Arab perception 
that Israel's new hardline 
guv eminent was unwilling 
to accept such statehood 
was une uf the main rea- 
sons behind the current 
worsening of tensions in 
ihc region. 

The prime minister 
recently indicated that he 
would support a state- 1 ike 
entity for the Palestinians 
similar to a commonwealth 
like Puerto Rico or a stale 
with shared sovereignty 
like Andorra. 

Mr. Bar-lllan said that 
Mr. Netanyahu's policy was 
similar to that of former 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, who had propagated 
the idea of a federation 
between a Palestinian entity 
and Jordan. 

However, Mr. Peres* 
Labour Party had dropped 
its official opposition to a 
Palestinian state, while Mr. 
Netanyahu's Likud Party 
insists on restricting Pales- 
tinian sovereignty. 

Mr. Bar-lllan also said 
that Israel had no plans to 
expand Jewish settlements 


( CunlilHK-d frum page ll 

Iraq's media charged 
last month that Iraqi 
Kurds' working for 
international charities in 
northern Iraq were really 
CIA agents. 

Several reports from the 
United Stales also have 
said that the CIA had 
agents in northern Iraq’ 
working with opposition 
groups that aimed to 
overthrow President Sad- 
dam. 

The United States 
recently evacuated sever- 
al thousand Kurds and 
other minorities from 


tcmuiriaily hut could triple 
the number of Jewish set- 
tlers Jiv mg among two mil- 
lion Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Ga/.a Strip. 

There arc presently 
145.001) Israelis living m 
settlements which consti- 
tute oniy tour pc: cent of 
the West Bank territory. 
Mr Bar Ilian said. 

Mr. Netanyahu has been 
criticised for making con- 
flicting statements in on 
ci'lort to please both his 
right-wing constituents and 

the Clinton administration. 

Only last week, his cabinet 
decided u» approve tax 
breaks and subsidies for 
West Bank settlements. 

Mr. Arafat said, mean- 
while. he saw nothing to 
suggest lhar agreement was 
possible vvith the Israeli 
government on Hebron. 

"There's no sign of hope 
that in the future a solution 
will be reached that satis- 
fies the Palestinian side, 
especially in view of the 
Israeli government’s intran- 
sigence." he told reporters 
on arrival at Cairo airport. 

Mr. Arafat, on his way 
home from a v istr to 
Europe, said lie would brief 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak oil his tour. 

"I will listen to his 
advice, especially as the 
negotiations are paralysed 
now. because Israel has not 
implemented any of the 
articles tof previous agree- 
ments)," he added. 

He complained again rhat 
Israel was confiscating 
Palestinian land, building 
settlements and arresting 
Palestinians. 

Egypt's Middle East 
News Agency reported Mr. 
Arafat and President 
Mubarak JiscusseJ the 
stalled peace talks. 

They met at Mr. 
Mubarak’s residence in (he 
Cairo suburb of Heliopolis. 


tn America to protect 
them from reprisals by 
Iraqi security forces. 
Among these were people 
working for international 
aid agencies. 

The announcement 
about a new spy ring 
came eight days after 
Presidem Saddam's 
eldest son, Uday. sur- 
vived ail assassination 
attempt in the heart of 
Baghdad. 

Iranian denial 

An Iranian official 
denied in remarks pub- 


Joumalists were not 
allowed to cover the meet- 
ing and Mr. .Arafat left for 
home in Gaza immediately 
after the talks. 

Negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestinians 
have faltered amid Israeli 
delays in carrying out a 

promised troop pullout 

from Hebron, the last major 
West Bank city still under 
Israeli rule. 

Israel, meanwhile, wel- 
comed a new U.S. initia- 
tive to break the deadlock 
in peace negotiations. 

U.S. officials said Mr. 
Ross would return to Israel 
Saturday in a new bid to 
mediate an agreement un 
Israel's long-overdue troop 
w ithdrawal from Hebron. 

”\Yc welcome his trip and 
we welcome the continued 
U.S. efforts u> facilitate 
the negotiations," which 
have dragged on for three 
months, said Israeli govern- 
ment spokesman Mushc 
Vogel. 

But Mr. Arafat, on his 
return to Gaza City, was 
more wary in the Sight of 
U.S. statements indirectly 
blaming the Palestinians 
for the impasse on Hebron. 

“The most important 
thing is that Ross has to be 
accurate, an accurate medi- 
ator. and not to be biased u» 
the side of Israel." he told 
reporters. 

Earlier Friday in Cairo. 
Mr. Arafat warned, “if the 
Israeli government stays 
intransigent, there will be 
no hope of reaching a solu- 
tion that is satisfactory for 
the Palestinians and capa- 
ble of establishing peace in 
the region." 

In announcing the new 
Ross mission. U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Warren 
Christopher said the United 
States "have been con- 
cerned about the situation 
and feel it is time for the 


fished on Thursday that 
Tehran played any part in 
the assassination attempt 
against uday. as he has 
appeared to suggest. 

"The least that can be 
said about this (accusa- 
tion) is that it is base- 
less," Kuwait’s Al Rai Al 
Aam daily quoted Mah- 
moud Mohammadi. an 
iranian foreign ministry 
spokesman, as saying. 

“We have no interest in 
assassinating Uday or 
any other official in 
Baghdad." he said. 

Uday appeared on Iraqi 
TV on Friday for the sec- 
ond time since the attack. 


panics lo collie to agree- 
ment on Hebron," 

Bui in an unusually blunt 
message to ihc negotiators, 
he said “the Israelis have 
made some moves in con- 
nection vvtth Hebron, it is 
time for the Palestinians. 
Chairman Arafat, to 
respond lo those moves, to 
reciprocate those moves." 

Palestinian negotiator 
Hassun Asltmr was also 
irritated by Mr. Christo- 
pher’s remark, saying he 
did noi expect a serioti.s 
U.S. effort to break the 
deadlock on Hebron. 

"The comments tha: 
Israel has made conces- 
sions and the Palestinians 
are stalling the negotiations 
do n« ii augur vv ell." he said. 

"This show s that (he Unit- 
ed Slates is not serious in its 
efforts to unblock the 
negotiations." he said, 
because Washington was 
encouraging Mr. 

Netanyahu to stick to his 
hardline. 

"Tlie U.S. administration 
knows full well that the 
mam issue is respect for 
the (autonomy i accords. 
The Israeli demands are 
incompatible with the 
accords already conclud- 
ed." Mr. Asfour said. 

But Mr. Vogel welcomed 
Mr. Christopher’s assess- 
ment. insisting that 
"regarding Hebron, it’s 
more or less completed. 

"We believe the Palestini- 
ans have been dragging 
their feet to try to portray 
the Netanyahu government 
as very rigid and inflexi- 
ble... In our opinion the 
opposite i*: the iriuh." 

"There are a few minor 
outstanding issues. It can be 
wrapped up in a few Jays. 
The (negotiation on a: rede- 
ployment itself i> fin- 
ished." he told AFP. 


Rao quits 

(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Rao’s political future 
was put in doubt when the 
Congress Party was routed 
in general elections earlier 
this year. 

His alleged involvement 
in a series of corruption 
scandal', added to his 
problems, especially alter 
Mr. Kesari started a drive 
to clean up the party’s 
image and began wooing 
back former Congress 
members who had left the 
party during Mr. Rao's 
leadership. 


DEAD SEA Spa HOTEL 
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In A Warm 
CHRISTMAS 
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Double room (two persons) * 2 nights 

JD 220.00 

Double room (two persons) * 1 right 

JD 66.00 

Above prices 

are inclusive of all taxes and on full board basis including rich 
CHRISTMAS Lunch & Dinner Buffets. 

CHRISTMAS / Dinner Buffet only, JD.l 5.000 per person 
Children under 12 years 
sharing room with parents get 50% discount 
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ICET meeting concludes 
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Palestinians abroad wary of investment 
in West Bank and Gaza Strip 


Kuwait plans tax cut 
to attract foreign funds 


CAIRO (AFP) — 
Wealthy Palestinians liv- 
ing abroad are 
steering clear of major 
investments in their 

homeland to build a 
future state, opting for a 
■‘wait-and-see’' attitude 
toward the troubled peace 
process, a study shows. 

“They are adopting a 
wait-and-see attitude 
linked to the future of the 
peace process” said 
French-Palestinian sociol- 
ogist Sari Hanafi. who 
carried out the study for 
the French research centre 
CEDEJ in Cairo. 

“The size of their for- 
tune and their cash possi- 
bilities do not seem to 
have any influence over 
investment decisions." 

Mr. Hanafi said, adding 
that funds are mostly 
channelled through 
investment firms rather 
than individually. 

Mr. Hanafi interviewed 
231 Palestinian business- 
men in the United States. 
Canada, Syria. Egypt, the 
United Arab Emirates. 
Lebanon and Britain from 
1994 to 1996. 


“Investments pledged 
individually or collective- 
ly by Palestinian busi- 
nessmen from the diaspo- 
ra are modest compared 
to the wealth of the Pales- 
tinian middle class.” Mr. 
Hanafi said. 

The New York-based 
Palestinian financial 
expert Zahi Khouri esti- 
mates at $300 million the 
amount of Palestinian 
investments since the 
September 1993 Declara- 
tion of Principles on self- 
rule for the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

“Their views on autono- 
my depend first of all on 
when they left the home- 
land and the attitude of 
their host country,” Mr. 
Hanafi said. 

Palestinian businessmen 
in Syria are suspicious of 
the peace process because 
they belong to families 
which fled Palestine in 
1948 and whose right to 
return has yet to be 
addressed. 

Syria's hostility toward 
the autonomy accords 
signed by the PLO and 
Israel has also had its 


impact. 

But in Egypt, two-thirds 
of Palestinian business- 
men interviewed by Mr. 
Hanafi said they were in 
favour of investing in 
Palestine because most of 
them come from Gaza, 
where autonomy has 
already taken root. 

In the United States, 77 
per cent support the 
autonomy accords 

because most of them are 
from self-ruled areas such 
as Ramallah on the West 
Bank, and 60 per cent in 
Canada, according to the 
study. 

The expatriates in Cana- 
da are mostly from com- 
munities- which now lie 
inside Israel and fled their 
homes in 1948. when the 
Jewish state was set up. 

“There is a general ten- 
dency not to make indi- 
vidual investments, but 
the closer the link with 
the autonomous territo- 
ries. the larger the invest- 
ment participation” Mr. 
Hanafi said. 

He noted that in Canada 
there were no investment 
projects while there were 


three from the United 
States, seven from the 
United Arab Emirates and 
19 from Egypt, where 
links with • the 
autonomous regions are 
greater. 

But few projects are 
“productive" he said, 
adding that funding went 
mostly toward construc- 
tion projects because 
longer-term investments 
in trade and industry are 
complicated by Israeli 
obstacles. 

“Faced with an uncer- 
tain peace, the business- 
men opt for a less-risky 
strategy towards the 
reconstruction of the 
Palestinian territories and 
deal more with invest- 
ment firms," Mr. Hanafi 
said. 

The most important is 
the Palestinian Develop- 
ment and Investment Cor- 
poration (PADICO). 
which was set up in Octo- 
ber 1993 by 140 Palestin- 
ian businessmen from the 
territories and the diaspo- 
ra with a capital of $200 
million. 

Around 700 business- 


men participated in the 
capital of PADICO, which 
aims to invest in large- 
scale projects rather than 
quick-profit ventures. 

PADICO .is financing 
the construction of an 
industrial zone, a popular 
housing zone and a hotel 
complex in the Gaza Strip 
as well as a telecommuni- 
cations firm and a stock 
exchange in Nablus on the 
West Bank. 

“To encourage business- 
men to invest, the Pales- 
tinian authority must 
guarantee political and 
economic autonomy in 
the territories and a demo- 
cratic system to ensure 
stability” Mr. Hanafi 
said. 


KUWAIT I.R) — Kuwait has 
prepared a bill to almost halve 
taxes on foreign dims operat- 
ing in the Arab Gulf state to 
attract investments. 

Finance Minister Nasser AJ 
Rodhan told Reuters his min- 
istry had presented the cabi- 
net with a bill to cut the max- 
imum rax bracket on foreign 
firms to about 30 per cent 
from a current 55. 

“It would be about 30 per 
ceoL That is the ceding." be 
said of die proposal which is 
yet to be reviewed by the gov- 
ernment before sending it to 
parliament for approval. 

“It is an important law. We 
would like to see it passed in 
the near future.” said Sheikh 
Rodhan. Officials expect par- 
liament to discuss the bdJ 
early in 1997. 

The minister said foreign 
investment in stale-desired 
projects could enjoy a relaxed 


tax formula “We will grant 
desired investments a cut" in 
tax rates, he added. 

No tax is levied on profits 
by wholly Kuwaiti-owned 
companies or on Kuwaiti 
shareholders in joint ventures. 
Kuwaitis and foreign resi- 
dents do not pay income rax 
to the state. 

Foreign firms with annual 
profits of $1.25 million and 
above pay the maximum tax 
of 55 per cent according to a 
three-decade-old law which 
diplomats say discourages 
foreign investments in die oiJ- 
rich state and deprives it of 
technology transfers. 

Prior to Iraq's 1990 inva- 
sion. Kuwait was a major 
global investor with more 
than $100 billion in foreign 
holdings which have shrunk 
to some S35 billion with the 
huge 1991 Gulf war costs and 
reconstruction. 
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Riyadh expects 6% growth, lower deficit 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia expects its economy to 
grow by six per cent this 
year and the gap between 
stare spending and revenue 
to narrow and possibly 
reach a balance by 1999 
after 13 years of deficits, 
die central bank governor 
told King Fahd. 

Hamad Saud AI Sayyari 
said strong oil prices this 
year will help the world's 
largest oil producer and 
exporter move closer 
towards its goals of a bal- 
anced budget and diversi- 
fied economy. 

“It is expected the econo- 
my will this year see better 
performance.-achieving 
estimated gross domestic 


product (GDP) growth of 
around six per cent” up 
from 4.3 per cent in 1995. 
he told King Fahd after pre- 
senting the Saudi Arabian 
Monetary Agency's 1995 
report. 

Mr. Sayyari said the 1995 
deficit to GDP ratio was 
estimated at 6.0 per cent 
down from 1994's 8.0 per 
cent and 1993*s II percent. 

“It is also expected that 
the ratio will decrease fur- 
ther this year... We have 
hope the deficit will be 
totally eliminated by the 
year 1998-99,” he added. „ . 

Mr. Sayyari attributed the 
improved outlook to the 
government's tight fiscal 
policy, “the .rise in (the 


Make Sense & Merry Xmas 

"Buying a Christmas gift 
from us makes sense ! n 

11 Big Sale Now 11 

Dajani Jewellers. Amra Hotel Shops. 

THE Daily Crossword 


value) of oil products and 
the vigour shown by die 
private sector.” 

He did not give a figure 
for oil revenue so far this 
year. 

Saudi Arabia's forecast 
$40 billion 1996 budget 
assumed a price of $14 for 
every one of the eight mil- 
lion barrels of crude oil it 
produces. But the average 
price this year has risen to 
close to $18.50, giving it 
more than $10 billion extra 
to deal with a forecast $4.9 
billion 1996 budget deficit. 

. Economists said some of 
die extra cash was appar-. ' 
ently going to help boost 
foreign reserves. But it was 
not dear how much would 
be used towards the budget. 

They expected foreign 
reserves to rise to $ 1 1 .8 bil- 
lion by the end of the year 
from $10 billion at end- 
June 1996 and $8.6 billion 
at the end of last year. 

Analysts said Mr. Say- 
yari's speech reflected the 
more positive economic 
mood in the kingdom this 
year. 


ACROSS 
1 Sound of 
amazement 
5 Enlarges 
10 Cut 

14 — ben Adhem 
(Hunt hero) 

15 Raptor 

16 Passageway 

17 Morning eye 
opener? 

20 Hang out on the 
line 

21 Desert sight 

22 More proficient 

23 Ophidian sound 

24 Atlas items 
26 — control 

29 Ballet wear 

30 Belfry dweller 

33 Remarkable feat 

34 Sister Lai. 

35 Classic by 
Capek 

36 Bread spread 

40 I addition 

41 Wart patiently 

42 Kitchen 
appliance 

43 Stallone's 
nickname 

44 — poly 

45 Family member 

47 Feudal worker 

48 Composer of 
“Rule Britannia" 

49 Houston pro 

52 Secluded area 

53 Total 

56 Dinner treat 

60 Singing brothers 

61 Home to a 
condor 

62 Military letters 
63— die 

64 Part of M.T.M. 

65 Complaint 

DOWN 

1 Foolish 

2 Dugout 

3 Fly high 

4 Tent type 

5 Trash 

6 Merits 

7 Malarial 
symptom 

8 1,051 



“There is a feeling the 
1990s crisis is behind them 
and at the same time a real- 
isation they have to press 
on with economic reform 
because of the vulnerability 
of oil prices,” one said. 

Mr. Sayyari said the bal- 
ance of payments deficit 
had narrowed in the past 
five years to 32.6 billion 
riyals ($8.7 billion) in 1995 
from 103-5 billion in 1991. 
“We expect the balance of 
payments to improve fur- 
ther and might be balanced 
.this year” 

Mr. Sayyari said inflation 
was steady. “From the start 
of the year and until August 
the figure for cost of living 
rose by less than one per 
cent which conforms with 
the last 10 years ” 

He said it was “important 
to continue rationalising 
public spending and give 
the private sector all the 
encouragement it needs," 
not only to diversify the 
economy but also to deal 
with a growing number of 
Saudis seeking jobs. 

The Saudi 1995-2000 
economic plan talks of a 
bigger private sector role, 
diversification and finding 
jobs for its citizens. But 
economists say the goais 
are long-term and slow 
processes. 
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“Now, yearly Xmas big sale" 
Dajani Jewetlers-Amra Hotel Shops. 
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lAndy Capp 


DON T HAVE 
HOMEWORK IN 
KINDERGARTEN.. 


9 Coterie 

10 Bridge suit 

11 Shore bird 

12 Story starter 

13 Equal 

18 Blue-pencil 

19 River to the 
Amazon 

23 Cornucopia 

24 Auk 

25 Source of power 

26 Crosses 

27 Sign up: var. 

28 Full of 
substance 

29 Sycophant 

30 Indian warrior 

31 Poet Wystan 
Hugh — 

32 Eng. river 
34 Word from a 

photographer 

37 Star of "Mrs. 
Miniver” 

38 Dark, to a poet 

39 Learning 

45 Give priority to . 
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MIDST 
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SPOUT 


eTtTt e r 
SBI'e m u 


[ KNOW Y WHEN WE DO. I LL 5 YOU 
YOU'RE I TELL THE TEACHER | DON'T 
LUCKY'.. J m DOG ATE MY I HAVE 
>/ -A. HOMEWORK.. > I A 006.. 


I LL BORROW Y WRITE VOUR 
A DOG.. J HOMEWORK 
V-r ON A DOUGHNUT 
f 'A, \ AND I'LL 

t IT.. > 
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Mutt’n’Jeff 
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A T A L E 
S|E V E j N 

TREYS 
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46 Part of A.D. 

47 Eaten away 

48 Michael Caine 
role 

49 Oh. dear me! 

50 16-wheeler 

51 Feds 


METE 

EARN 

D R E D 


52 Friday, e.g. 

53 Church section 

54 Have a meal 

55 Unheeding 

57 Nip or nap start 

58 — there! 

59 Essence 
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L JUST LIKE rFy 


WH/ 
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THAT 
CHEAPENS 
THE _ 

OUTFIT'U 


HECK. 
I DON’T 
MIND— 
I’M NOT 
THAT , 
w Fussy/ 
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horoscope j 

jpORECAST FOR : ' 
SATURDAY, ! 

DECEMBER 21, 1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson; 

Astrologer, Carroll 

Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21. to 
April 19) Don’t get 
involved with bizarre per- 
sons today or you can get 
into real difficulty with 
them. Later this evening 
you can meet with close 
friends and spend a fun 
time together, so make 
plans what you want to db. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to- 
May 20) Avoid anything 
of a public nature and keep 
out of a difficult situation. 
Don’t neglect your shop- 
ping later this evening or 
you and your loved ones: 
will find yourself with 
nothing to eat or wear for 
many days ahead 
GEMINI: (May 21. to 
June 21 ) You are interested, 
in new sites and places 
today, however this is tbe 
wrong day for exploration 
and this action can get you 
in a great deal of difficulty 
Late r this evening you can 
have a wonderibl time, 
with your mate. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) You 
and your mare may not 
agree today, however you 
know that each is entitled 
to your own views which 
should be voiced so that 
won’t be any resentment 
Later this evening will be a 
good time to go out on tbe 
town with friends. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21 ) Situations arise which 
could be quite startling 
today. however use 
patience and everything 
will work out well soon. 
Later this evening make 
this a time to consult with 
fellow associates and 
make a plan of action for 
your success. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Situations 
arise today which can 
cause you to change your 
plans radically, ' however 
afccept this philosophical^ 
dy. Later this evening wifi 
be a good time to meet 
with knowledgeable peo- 
ple and discuss your 
options to complete a pro- 
ject 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You get a sud- 
den idea for pleasure with 
friends today, however it is 
not suitable at all, so forget 
it until a more beneficial 
time. Later this evening 
will be good for consult- 
ing a bigwig and present 
your ideas to him or her. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) You may 
be under pressure of some 
sort today and you may. 
vent your hostility at 
home, however control 
yourself and thereby 
maintain peace in your 
residence. Later this 
evening make sure any 
guest are treated as close 
friends. 

SAGITTARIUS: (No- 

vember 22 to December • 
21) Don't go off on any 
departures today and thus 
avoid any difficulties.' 
Later this evening enjoy 
intimate friends and you 
can have a fun and pleas- 
ant time with them, so 
make sure that you treat 
them with the respect 
which is deserved. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Plan 
how to save money at this 
time instead of spending 
lavishly. Build your sav- 
ings so that you will have 
extra funds for when there 
are lean times or when you 
find yourself strapped for 
cash in the days ahead. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Be careful 
today you do not lose your 
temper or you could get 
into quite a difficulty. Be 
kind and gentle towards: 
your loved ones and you 
will gain die respect and 
admiration of them., in 
many ways which cannot 
truly be counted. 

PISCES: (February 20 vb>- 
March 20) You want to get 
rid of a nagging situation 
today by using force, how- 
ever this is not advisable 
since any hostilities- could, 
be misinterpreted as . a 
desire to begin a con- 
frontation. Later this 
evening will be good to go 
out on the town. 

Birthstone of December: 
'Rirqnoise — Zircon. 
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lY-ading , prices at AFM 
edge up on hopes of gains 
from business with Iraq 


B) a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Trading and 
prices edged up at <he 
?.iuck market this week on 
L'Ofttiuued hopes of bene Ills 
lor local exporter*; from rhe 
oil- for- food reached 

between Iraq and rhe Unit- 
ed Nations but year-end 
adjustments depressed rhe 
banking sector, brokers said 
Thursday. 

The weekly report of tK 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM), said turnover for 
die week ending Thursday 
was 11. 4 million dinars 
compared with the previous 
week's 10 3 million dinars. 

The report said 4.8 mil- 
lion shares changed hands 
under 4,360 deals d urine 


the week, with a\ crave 
daily trading at 2.2S million 
dinars compared with the 
previous week's 2.% mil- 
lion dinars. 

The official AFM share 
price index based on hri 
major Cftrspanies closed ai 
153.37 points, up 0.13 
points or 0.08 per cent from 
the week's v Ape nine of 
153.24 points, the report 
said. 

Commercial hanks and 

!n. uncial institutions 

accounted for h.3 milium 
dinars of the week's trad- 
ing lulu me. followed hy 
industrials with 4.1 million, 
sen ices sector firms with 
1 .07 million and insurance 
companies w iih 1 U.30U 
dinar- 

Sett oral indices showed 
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i Customs tariffs on cellular j 
j phones likely to be cancelled 

j t * .AS CELLULAR phones have become a wry essential vers icc 
I for the investment elimate sought hy Jordan and ;ls they resoKc a 
J main pan of the prublem in the telephone cummunicatioii system, 
[tlte nliiriai imcrilion is to take quick remeJial .i.tioji t<* taekic die 
j high cost of cellular phones due w » lii :h eu-u >m . uav.f 
j .As such, del iterations bet's een the prime minister and the mini s- 
j ler of finance are moving uiwanis the elimination cu>:* uas uniiV on 
; cellular phones in favour of token tires on the irnnthK bill. • 

i The average JD 1 « i cu«ionb i ir.ti .in ee!!'.«i a pis •>.*: i .wlie t!v.;i . 
an easy and favourite item t«>r smuggling. In liiis regard, a :qx«rtl 
fmm the Directorate of Reining Corruption has showed that ihree 
quarters of cellular phones used in die country have come from 
smuggling. 

The government hope* that hy cancelling customs larilTs on cel- 
lular phones will curb smuggling and will encourage people to use 
them and that will ultimately optimise government revenue from 
the eammunicution bills. Furthermore, the measure would ladliraie 
commercial and investment activity which still suffers lirum the 
limited telephone network vAl Aswaqt. 

Jordan, France to begin talks 
soon on debt-equity swap 

J * NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN Jordan and France will begin 
soon to implement the bilateral agieement signed last June for con- 
verting Jordan's debt of 325 million French francs into im esimenis, 
the French ambassador in Amman said recently in a leciure. 
According to the ambassador. France initially seeks io convert l<l 
per cent of the dehr into investments in die tourism sector .ind 
cement projects. At present, the French cement company is negoti- 
ating to buy the government shares in the Jordin Cement Factories 
Company. 

The ambassador said the negotiations on debt will not involve the 
government debt but specifically will cover the pnv'ate debt He 
added that negotiations were also underway to provide French 
technical assistance lor the water sector in Jordan ;tnd noted that 
France was cooperating with Gen natty to solve the water problem 
in the Kingdom lAl Aswaq). 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 





I want my wife to think Pm doing my 
share of housework. Got anything 
with a lemon-fresh scent?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by H«nn Arnoltf and Mih» Argnson 

LelE 6-0 tnCSL- 

Z ^z | Guv=apass 
r? —£ \ ~ — 


Unscramble rtifcSO tour Jumbles, 
one letter to eacn square. id (arm 
lour ordinary words 


BLEAC 


1AM S*r«». wc 
« Rjm »w«w 


AGLEE 


YORRAM 


RAWDIN 


Answer here ; 


’AW/ THS ■pTEEErT 
THUG5 LEFT THE 
&OPY 0UILPHK5* 
ALONE. 


Now arrange inc eirdofl tellers ro 
form mo surprise answer, as sug- 
gested By mo odovo c3noon 


(Answers tomorrow) 


— » I sr jss 
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cop - BEAMING 


iiuliisiriaU gaining 0.97 per 
cent, service .sector firms 
0.44 per cent and insurance 
companies 0.33 per cent. 
Commercial bunks and 
financial institutions dipped 
by 0.63 per cent, the AFM 
report said. 

Slocks of No cuntp.inies 
were involved in the week's 
business, with 39 of them 
closing with gains. 31 los- 
ing and 16 remaining 
unchanged. 

Featl Consulting, a pri- 
v ate sector lirm which 
maintains its own market 
indicaiot s. said its share 
price index closed for the 
week with a gain of 0.29 
per cent. 

Commercial banks ;uid 
financial institutions 
slipped by 0.23 per cent, 
and insurance linns by 0.07 
per cent, according to Pearl, 
while service sector firms 
gained 0.17 per cent and 
industrials 0.85 per cent. 

A further split-up hy 
Pearl showed commercial 
banks remaining 

unchanged. investment 
houses slipping by 0.93 per 
cent and Islamic banks los- 
ing 1 .-13 per cent while spe- 
cialised credit institutions 
gaining 1.45 |vr cent. 

In the serv ices sector, 
etieigy firms slipped hy 
U. 32 per cent and real estate 
companies by 2.2U percent. 
Tourism ujinpunics ami 
hotels gamed 0.24 per cent, 
transport companies by 
i.33 percent atM m -mess- 
es in the education sector 
gained 1.55 per cent. 

Among industrials, min- 
ing firms gained 1.74 per 
cent, chemicals and petro- 
leum companies by 0.3 per 
cent, supply and consump- 
tion sector firms 2.12 per 
cent, pharmaceuticals 0.-07 
pere cent, engineering com- 
panies 2.26 per cent, tex- 
tiles 0. 1 6 per cent and pack- 
ing companies 0.22 per 
cent. Construction compa- 
nies lost u.36 per cent. 

Brokers said the market 
continued to ride high on 
expectations of booming 
business lor local firms in 
terms of goods and services 
for Iraq, which started 
exporting oil for the first 
time in six years this week. 

Many Jordanian firms 
have already concluded 
major deals or are expect- 
ing to secure large orders 
from Baghdad. 

■investors sought to 
switch holdings to indus- 
tries and service sector 
firms seen poised to gain 
from business w ith Iraq and 
hence the dip in the slocks 
of commercial banks and 
financial institutions,” 
explained a dealer. 
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J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabla 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 
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i Advertisement | 
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% 667171 •XL.SBJ 


SrUMO HAIG 

Profeaaoasl Ouslity] ia 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film u 
our shop aad fei:- 

• JUMBO phmtm 


•C'LLlMNG SERVICES 
HOMROFHCES. 
PUBLIC PLACtS 

-MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
HEATING SVSTEMSi 
ai'.MBJNG 

•KIR RENT: 
DELUXE VILLAS AND 
FLATS iR'RNISHEDi 
UNFURNISHED 


SECURITY K 
HOSPITALITY ■ 
G ASTRONOMY y 

"NewICowSeason 
Rates.. Far 86305 lR' 



C A 1 E t TAT C ; 


. . ! 


* Free enlarge* 
Mint 30 x 30 am 


ShmdHniok Opp. GrindUyi 
Bank. Phone: 864042 

Swefieb tel: 623891 


CRCWJrtHCm. 


- INDOOR HEATED YzvJ. 
SWIMMING POOL 

- sauna, Jacuzzi 

MASSAGE 
i - FITNESS ROOM 

. TENNIS S SQUASH 
COURTS Br ' 

TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 



HOTJEL 


863944 
Swdflveh . 


^g y t&ggogj f | 

Teppanyaki j 
Sashimi j 



FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


Happt|Daq»y 

PaZUi&Ue 
Settf* £ StUuU 

OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 AM - 1 AM , 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Usus Utbalna 
behind Ran Rock 
Hotel 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 

Fax. 864231 
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For Res. 812997 - 814118 
Mecca St. Daoud Center 


PIZZA GRANDE 

JI& tyd; teixp Taste 
Qz'jmet plZZjl . 

L'£ .ye l ery best Trier's 

'■< ' Try the only \ 

J3T STUFFED PIZZA ± 

,_N m /fine [OxusoStyl*) 4TC 

> PAN PIZZA -r 

_**" IThinerThckCniMJ 

^ itajjan sandwichk 

rtf Woof Tcrnu B> rtf Hflt blrw 

AlflhUfl - Abate fJTlj 
Suporatore V 
TeL 6SS 471 Ext. 32 











■7 


0 


ii: 4 

JlF 


V-: 


v ■ J 


s 


10 


Sports 


Jordan Times, Saturday, December 21, 1996 




File picture showing Monica Seles being carried on a stretcher alter being stabbed at the Hamburg Open April 30, 1993 


Seles fails in damages claim 


for Hamburg stabbing 


HAMBURG. Germany (R> 
— Tennis star Monica Seles 
failed on Thursday in a bid 
to win damages from the 
German Tennis Federation 
(DTB) for a knife artack by 
a spectator which kept her 
out of the sport for more 
than two years. 

A Hamburg court rejected 
her claim that the DTB was 
negligent in security 
arrangements at the 
Hamburg Open in Ap;-»i 
1993. allowing her attacker 
to jump from the stands and 
plunge a kitchen knife into 
her back. 

Lawyers for Seles, who 
was not in court, had 
claimed 24.4 million marks 
C$15.75 million) for dam- 
^ages and lost earnings from 
nhqq 27-month ‘•.layoff after 
the attack. 

•“We'!! discuss in peace 
and quiet whether we want 
to appeal after we receive 
the judgment in writing," 
Seles’s lawyer Wilhelm 
Danelzik said. 


A spokeswoman for Seles 
in Los Angeles, Linda 
Dozorttz, said: “This is 
obviously another disap- 
pointment stemming from 
the terrible anack on me in 
1993." 

However she said that 
since the court's written 
decision with its reasons 
would not be released for 
some weeks, Seles could 
•’.-•t comment on specifics. • 

The cmirr did not publish 
the full text of its judgment 
but said in a statement the 
DTB could not have been 
expected to provide protec- 
tion against such a serious 
attack as nothing similar 
had happened before. 

The 23-year old American 
star had charged that the 
players' bench was closer to 
the spectators’ stand in 
Hamburg than at other inter- 
national tournaments, mak- 
ing it easier for Guenter 
Parche. a lathe operator, to 
leap at her during a 
changeover. 


But 


the court said there 
was no evidence the gap 
was wider ar other events 
specifically to prevent an 
attack. It ordered Seles, 
ranked second in the world, 
to pay costs. 

Danelzik said he was 
inclined p.ot to accept die 
verdict but it was up to 
Seles whether she wanted to 
pursue the case. He had told 
her of die ruling by fax but 
had not yet received a reply. 

The DTB welcomed the 
outcome. “This is a verdict 
for sport," said Juergen 
Tietjen. the head of the 
DTB subsidiary which 
organised the Hamburg 
event. 

“Jt ensures direct contact 
between ' '.spectators and 
players will afro be possible 
at sports events in the 
future,” he added. 

“If the verdict had been 
different we would have had 
to think about whether we 
could conti nue to stage 
tournaments. Tennis lives 


from the directness of the 
game. We don’t want tennis 
in a cage.” 

Parche was given a two- 
year suspended sentence in 
October 1993 for causing 
grievous bodily harm. He 
said his fascination with 
Steffi Graf drove him to 
wound Seles — then ranked 
number one in the world — 
to help the German regain 
the top spot. The trial judge 
ruled he was emotionally 
retarded and may not have 
been entirely responsible 
for his actions. 

Seles later appealed for a 
tougher sentence but failed. 
She told that hearing in 
writing that the attack 
“ruined her life”. 

Suffering from fear and 
depression, she postponed 
her comeback to the inter- 
national tennis circuit sever- 
al times and finally returned 
last year. But she has not 
taken part in any tourna- 
ments in Germany since her 
return. 


Orthodoxi, Ahli clash today for 
First Division basketball title 1 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The champion 
of the First Division 
Basketball Championship 
will be decided today when 
A1 Orthodoxi play Al Ahli 
at Amman Sports Palace. 

After a series of wins both 
teams were able to reach the 
highly awaited match taking 
into consideration the 
decades-long rivaliy of both 
teams who have dominated 
Jordanian basketball for the 
past 40 years. 

A1 Orthodoxi were 
impressive in their first 
round S3-63 win over AI 
Ahli in the preliminary 
round. 

Al Ahli’s loss ended Al 
Orthodox i’s 1976-1989 
reign to win the champi- 
onship in 90, 92. 93 and 94, 
bur Al Orthodoxi won last 
year's title. 

After Wednesday’s match- 


es Al Onhodoxi and AJ Ahli 
are still in the lead with 9 
points each in the final stage 
of the First Division 
Basketball Championship. 

Al Orthodoxi is temporar- 
ily leading on score differ- 
ence after a 71-68 win over 
AJ Jazireh. 

Al Onhodoxi played with 
confidence taking the lead 
from the beginning depend- 
ing on Hilal Barakar and 
Ehab Emsieh leading the 
18-8 in the ninth 


score 
minute. 

The two teams tied for the 
first time 22-22 in the 14th 
minute and two 
minutes later Al 
Jazireh had the 
chance to lead 
the score 28-26. 

The second 
equaliser came in 
minute 13 of the 
second half 59- 
59. 

Al Orthodoxi 


tried to keep the pressure 
depending on Barakat who 
scored a high of 27 points 
and Emsieh with 1 2 points . 

In the last minutes of the 
game, Muntaser Abu Taib 
scored to lead his team. 
Nasser Bassam ended the 
match for Al Orthodoxi 71- 
68 . 

Meanwhile Al Ahli beat 
Al JaleeJ 85-65 in an easy 
match to open the way to 
Saturday's match with Al 
Orthodoxi. 

With a slow start Al Ahli 
was able to finish the first 
half 44-35 after putting a li>i 


of pressure on Al Jazirejfs 
defence . 

Al Jaleel. suffered lack of 
organisation in their 
defence thus enabling Al 
Abli to sail to an S5-65 win. 

Al Jaleel who will meet Al. 
Jazireh Saturday hope to 
score their first win. They 
might, however, have a hard 
time trying to do that as they . 
face the high morale of Al 
Jazireh ’s players. 


Schedule of Saturday’s 
matches: 

Jazireh-Jaieel 6.15 p.m. 
Ahli-Orthodoxi 8:00 p.m. 


Standings after Wednesday’s matches 


Team P 


W 


SF 


SA 


Pts 


Orthodoxi 

Ahli 

Jazireh 

Jaleel 


376 

373 

350 

297 


323 

327 

335 

411 


Sydney 2000 
Paralympic Games 
put back four days 


SYDNEY (AFP) — The 
date of the Sydney 2000 
Paralympic Games has 
been officially changed to 
begin four days later from 
Oct. 18 to 29. 2000. the 
Sydney paralympic organ- 
ising committee said here 
Friday. 

Committee Chief 

Executive Lois Appleby 
said in a statement that the 
date change, from Oct. 14- 
24. was recommended to 
the International 

Paralympic Committee 
l IPC> following an inten- 
sive evaluation of this 
year’s Atlanta Paralympic 
Games. 

“The transition period 
between the 1996 Olympic 
and Paralympic Games was 
totally inadequate and seri- 
ously impacted on the run- 
ning of the Paralympic 


Games,” Appleby said. 

Appleby said the fight set- 
up period was particularly 
evident in the village where 
the organisers had only 48 
hours to move from one 
event to another.” 

She said the athletes vil- 
lage would now be open 
seven days before the 
Paralympic Games opening 
ceremony in accordance 
with IPC regulations. 

The change of dates also 
ensures that more finals 
will be held on the second 
weekend of the Paralympic 
Games, which in turn will 
attract a greater number of 
spectators and enable the 
closing ceremony to be held 
on a Sunday, Appleby said. 

The Sydney Olympic 
Games are scheduled to be 
held from September 15 to 
Oct. I, 2000. 


CHARLOTTE <R) — 

Michael Jordan scored 22 of 
his 35 points in the first half 
and Scottie Pippen added 19 
as the Chicago Bulls coast- 
ed to their fifth straight vic- 
tory. 93-72 over the 

Charlotte Hornets on 

Thursday. 

Steve Kerr had 10 points 
and Dennis Rodinan 
grabbed 14 rebounds for the 
Bulls, whose winning streak 
follows back-to-back losses. 
Chicago improved to a 
league-best 22-3. 

“I didn't feel well this 
morning," Jordan said. “I 
didn’t feel like I could stand 
up without being nauseous. 


Jordan scores 35 to lead Bulls past Hornets 


After I worked up a sweat. I 
started to feel better. I’m on 
the tail end of the virus." 

Glen Rice scored 23 
points to lead the Hornets. 

In Houston. Dominique 
Wilkins scored 24 points 
and David Robinson added 
20 points and nine rebounds 
to lead the San Antonio 
Spurs to a 115-101 victory 
over the Houston Rockets, 
spoiling the return of 
Charles Barkley. 

Robinson, who has been 
hampered by back spasms, 
shot just 4-for-l J free- 


NBA ROUNDUP 



Furnished Apartment For Rent 
IN UM UTHAYNAH 

Ground floor , 3 bed rooms, 2 bathrooms 



throws. But he limited 
Houston centre Hakeem 
Olajuwon to nine points. 
Sean Elliott scored 16 for 
the Spurs. 

Clyde Drexler and Matt 
Maloney each had 19 for 
Houston. 

In Miami, Jeff Homacek 
scored five of his 12 points 
in overtime as the Utah Jazz 
overcame a seven-point 
deficit with less than two 
minutes left in regulation to 
beat file Miami Heat. 94-87. 

Karl Malone scored 35 
points and grabbed 16 
rebounds to pull within 10 
boards of becoming the 11th 
player in NBA history to 
have 20.000-points and 


10,000 rebounds. Malone 
has 23.939 points. 

Malone also played great 
defence, limiting P.J. Brown 
to four points in 37 minutes. 

Brown refused to credit 
malone. 

“I have more respect for 
Dennis Rodinan than I do 
for Karl Malone." Brown 
said. “He gets away with 
everything. He does ad the 
dirty things and they let him 
get away with it/' 

Malone said opponents 
would rather the media 
focus on quotes than perfor- 
mance comparisons. 

In Toronto, Damon 
Stoudamire had 19 points 
and 12 assists and Doug 


Separate 
Contact Tel. : 5530444 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


2 bedrooms, open salon and dining room, sitting 
room, big American kitchen, 2 verandas, central 
heating, garage, telephone. 

Location: 5th Circle, Urn Uthaina. 

Call Tel.: 814781 Evenings. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, large living room, 
fully equipped, telephone, television & central 
heating. Between the Fourth & Fifth Circles, Jabal 
Amman, near Ammon Hotel. 

Tel.: 777112 10 

a.m.2 p.m. 674028 after 4 p.m. 


Christie added 17 points as 
the Toronto Raptors posted 
consecutive victories for 
just the second time this 
season with a 96-93 triumph 
over the Milwaukee Bucks. 

Carlos Rogers and Zan 
Tabak both came off the 
bench to score 1 6 points and 
Popeye Jones grabbed 17 
rebounds for the Raptors. 

In Los Angeles. Chris 
Webber and Juwan Howard 
each scored 25 points and 
keyed a game-ending 14-5 
run as the Washington 
Bullets snapped the Los 
Angeles Clippers' three- 
game winning streak with a 
102-93 victory. 

Webber also grabbed nine 
rebounds. while Rod 
Strickland added 18 points 
and seven assists for 
Washington, which won for 


the fifth time in six games. 

In Vancouver, Chris 
Gatling scored 25 points 
and Derek Harer added 22 
points and 1 1 assists as the 
Dallas Mavericks used a big 
fourth-quarter surge to con- 
tinue their dominance over 
the Vancouver Grizzlies 
with a 105-98 victory. 

Harper started in place of 
Jason Kidd, who has a 
sprained neck. 

“We scrapped and 
scrapped all night." said 
Dallas manager Jim 
Cleanions. “In the end our 
team caught a little bit of 
momentum and we were 
fortunate to win the ball- 


win 

game." 

In Sacramento. Mitch 
Richmond scored 31 points 
and Kevin Gamble 21 in a 
rare start to lead the 
Sacramento Kings to a 1 12- 
105 victory over the 
Minnesota Timberwolves. 


MEDICAL SECRETARY 
FOR A DOCTOR’S CLINIC 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


2 bedrooms in a very good condition, with 
Telephone, in Jabal Al Weibedeh in front 
of the French Cultural Centre . 

call 659950 - 619950 


Applicants should fulfill the following: 

- Excellent proficiency in computers. 

- Fluency in both Arabic and English Language. 

Applicants should contact 
865199 Ext 733 and to bring CV 
with a recent photograph for interview. 


Jockey Club relaxes 
whip guidelines 


LONDON (Rj — Whip guidelines covering horse racing in 
Britain have been revised by the sport’s disciplinary body, 
the Jockey Club. 

The new guidelines follow a series of whip abuse bans 
during J996, notably those of Frankie Dettori in the 2.000 
Guineas and the St. Leger. They will give stewards greater 
discretion. 

“I think it is positive and a move in the right direction," 
National Trainers’ Federation President Peter Cundell said 
on Thursday. 

The present procedure, which obliges stewards to launch 
an inquiry if a jockey uses the whip more than five times in 
the final stages, disappears under the new guidelines. 


PARIS (AFP) — From the 
beginning of 1997, Formula 
One racing cars will be fit- 
ted with a "black box" that 
stores information in the 
event of an accident, the 
International Automobile 
Federation (FI A) 

announced here on Friday. 

The accident data 
recorder (ADR) has never 
previously been available 
and will help design and 
safety teams avoid tragic 
accidents like that which 
caused the death of 
Brazilian world champion 


Becker to quit Germany 

• - .« • . . 

after threat to family 


BONN (AFP) — German 
tennis star Boris Becker is 
set to quit the country fol- 
lowing kidnap threats 
against his three-year-old 
son Noah and racial abuse 
against his wife Barbara. 

In an interview due for 
broadcast Sunday with Sat- 
1 television, Becker. 29, 
explained his wife and son 
were under protective 24- 
hour police surveillance at 
his Munich home, the 
Express newspaper report- 
ed. 

“My son will not go to 
school in Germany,” the 
Star vowed as he 
denounced the racism to 
which his wife, who is 
black, has been subjected. 

“My wife has had to put 
up with things which I just 
didn’t think, were possible 
in this day and age.” said 
Becker. “Sometimes people 


won’t even give her the key 
to our hotel room because 
they don’t believe her when 
she says she is my wife.” 

He said he would not tol- 
erate such discrimination. 

“My preferred country (of 
residence) would be the 
United States," said Becker, 
who returned to Germany 
two years ago after spend- 
ing several years in the tax 
haven of Monaco. 

“I am less well-known 
over there and things are 
more relaxed there too,” 
said the three-time 
Wimbledon champion and 
former world number one. 

Becker, fresh from his tri- 
umph two weeks ago in the 
lucrative Grand Slam Cup, 
also revealed he would - 
probably retire in around 
three years “when Noah 
starts school.’’ 




GOREN BRIDGE 



WITH OMAR SHARJF 
A 7 AH UAH HJRSCH 
ciguTwniMiMM.iK 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. J - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


*AQ 3KJ4 0X108752 
What ia your opening bid? 


Q-4 - As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 


+K8 


Q. 2 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hokt 


*J7S t*9 vA 10 6 4 4J1063 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 


*K6 795 OA 9 8 *A J 7 6 3 2 


Q-5 - Neither vulnerable, as 
booth you hold: 


Th e bidd ing ha* proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1* PBfl» 2A Pom 

3* Pan 7 

What do you bid now? 


OK 8 4AK108S4 


Q.3 ■ Csst-West vulnerable, os 
South you hold: 


The 
SOUTH 
1* 

2 * 

? 

What action do you take? 


Pus 

Pom 


NORTH 

r? 

2NT 


EAST 


Pass 


•8 TQ 1074 OAK J 10 4-Q083 


The bidding has proceeded’ 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
10 DU Rdbl 2* 

Pa** 3 a Pnaa Pu, 


Q. 6 - Neither vulnerable, as 
Sooth you hold: 


What action do you take? 


JAK95 9JJ063 *764 *82 

1116 with one 

dob. What do you respond? 


Look for 


oasuKre on Monday 


is) 


— 7* 

V 




=3 


CINEMA 


TEL:634144 CINEMA 


PHILADELPHIA 


f 


PHILADELPHIA “1” 
Richard Gere.Jn 


PRIMAL FEAR 


PHILADELPHIA “2” 

VIRTUOSITY 


TEL:699238 

PLHZfl 




7* 


CINEMA 


TEL:677420 


A 


Sean Connery ....in 


THE ROCK 


(IN DOLBY STEREO 


A Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 A 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 




CONCORD 


T 




CONCORD “1” 

Sharon Stone & Izabelle Adjani. ..in 

DIABOLIQUE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 


CONCORD “2” 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


flmmoun Theatre & Cinema 
TEL: 618274 - 618275 


v 


T 


Today presents Zawad Weid Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Five-Star Government 


Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 


■V 


Play starts 8:30 p.m . 




Nabll & Hisham's Theatre 
TEL: 625155 


The theatre is closed from 
Dec. 15, 1996 until the start 
of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan in order to prepare 
for a new play entitled 

Al Aman Ya Ho” 


u 




Formula One cars 
to get ’black-box’ 


Ayrton Senna in May 1994 
at the San Marino Grand 
Prix at Jntola, Italy. 

The device stores infor- 
mation about wbat happens 
to a car during and immedi- 
ately before a crash and is 
practically indestructible, 
even under extreme condi- 
tions. "We are confident 
this advice will help us to 
obtain an accurate under- 
standing of what happens 
during accidents. The 
implications for safety are 
very encouraging," said 
FLA President Max Mosely. 
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FRENCHMAN LUC ALPHAND CELEBRATES VICTORY: Frenchman r .uc Alphand raises his arms as he cel- 
ebrates his victory in the men's Val Gardena World Cup Downhill race Friday. Alphand clucked 1:53.10 ahead 
uf second placed Allc Skaardal of Norway and third placed Kristian Ghedina «f Italy (Reuters photo) 

Banned Weah apologises to 
FIFA for ‘moment of craziness’ 


GENEVA <R > — George Weah has apologised to FIFA for ihe 
"mi.iiiient of craziiiev*” which led to a six-mulch bun fur butting 
Jorge Costa in u Eurojiean Cfuunpions* League mulch. 

AC Milan striker Weah. named on Thursday in an African 
squad to litec Europe in an atl-siar match next month, said in a 
Liter to FIFA General Secretary Sepp Blatter dial he wanted to 
“extend Ills deepest regrets’* over the bulling incident. 

Porto's Costa su tiered a broken nose when he tangled with 
Weah in the players's tunnel alter the match. He claimed Costa 
provoked him with racist slurs. 

Wcah. who hud won FIFA's lair play aw ard just before the 
incident, said in his leuer to soccer's governing body: “You have 
given me the greatest honour and because of a moment of crazi- 
ness through provocation, l have caused you some embarrass- 
ment." He assured FIFA he would beliave himself in the future. 

Weah is one of IS players in the all-star squad nf 20 who play 
for European clubs. The European side will not be able to call on 
IniemazionaJc Milan. Marseille. Barcelona and Real Madrid 
playeis because of club commitments. 

Tlie match in Lisbon on ian. 29 is the lirst between all-star 
sides representing the life lyvu continents.. . 


Africa 

Goalkeepers: Jacques Songo’o tDeportivo Coruna and Camcr- 
oun>. Bruwa Abiodun (Shooting Stars and Nigeria). 

Defenders: Nourcddine Nay bet tDeportivo Coruna and 
Morocco). Taribu West i Auxerre and Nigeria!, Uclie Okeehuk- 
wu iFenerbahce and Nigeria i. Mark Fish (Lazio and South 


Campaign begun to 
make Stockholmers 
want Olympic Games 


STOCKHOLM. Sweden 
LAP) — The Swedish capi- 
tal long ago started its bid 
io convince the 
International Olympic 
Committee iOICi that 
Stockholm is the right 
place lor the 2004 
Olympics. On Tuesday, it 
bunched a campaign to 
convince Stockholmers. 

"We want to make as 
many people as possible 
feel positive about the 
event." said former Prime 
Minister Ingvur C.irlsson. 
chairman of a new associa- 
tion promoting the 
Olympic bid to the folks at 
home. 

Stockholm is one of 1 1 
cities seeking the games. j! 1 
of which have been visited 
by the games' search com- 
mittee. 

Although the committee 
ha* been dose-mouthed 
about any city's prospects. 
Stockholm — clean, safe 
and with well-developed 
public transit — has been 
seen as a strong contender, 
especially in the wake of 
unhappiness with disorder 
at this year's games in 
Atlanta. 

However, many Stock- 
holm residents are skeptical 
or outright opposed. They 
fear the Olympics would 
overwhelm the city anJ 
cause environmental prob- 
lems. 

But ar a news conference 
announcing the formation 
ufhis association. Carhson 
said he believed the facili- 
ties could be constructed 
and the games held without 
environmental damage. 

The group, which gets its 
funding from the Swedish 
Olympic Committee, the 
city and the Stockholm 


Chamber of Commerce, 
also includes recently 
retired tennis star Stefan 
Edbcry. 


* t— f) 0* OJjJll UA> i LLl t-)l fSU 
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Africa). Frank Amankwu (Gutcrsluh and Ghana), Yasser Rad- 
wan (Hons: i Rostock ujid Egypt), Babuyan* Celcstinc tAnder- 
icchl and Nigeria) 

Midfielders: Sunday Oliseh (Cologne and Nigeria). Muussa 
Saib (Auxerre and Algeria), Marc- Vivien Foe (Lens and Camer- 
oon). Daniel Amoktichi (Besiktas and Nigeria). Abcdi Pcle 
i INhU Munich and Gltana), Japliei N'duram (Names and Chad). 
Augustine Okocha (Fenerbahce and Nigeria) 

Forwards: George Weah (AC Milan and Liberia), Tijuiti 
Babangida (Ajax and Nigeria), Victor Ik'fX’ba i AS Monaco and 
Nigeria), Finidi Geuige (Beiis Seville and Nigeria) 

Europe 

Goalkeepers; David Seaman (Arsenal and England), Peter 
Schmeiche! (Manchester United and Denmark) 

Defenders: Matthias Summer ( Burasxia Dortmund and Ger- 
many), Cira Ferrara (Juvenrus and Italy), Paolo Maldini (AC 
Milan and Italy), Christian Zicge (Bayern Munich tmd Ger- 
many). Raibslav Lata! (Schalke and Czech Republic), Gary 
Neville (Manchester United and England) 

Midfielders; DidierDeseljamps (Juveptus and France). Marcel , 
Desailly (AC Milan and France),, fayel Nedved (Lazio and 
Czech Republic), Ronald De Boer (Ajax and Netherlands). 
Zvonmtr Boban (AC Milan :ind Cmaliu). Steve MeManaman 
(Liverpool and England), Alessandro Del Piero iJuventus and 
Judy), Rui Costa (Fiorentinu and Portugal). Andreas Moller 
(Borussia Dortmund and Germany) 

Forwards: Jueigcn Klinsmann (Bayern Munich and Ger- 
many). Alen Boksic (Juveruus and Croatia), ioao Pinio (Benfica 
and Purtugol), Alan Shearer (Newcastle and England). 


TEXAS OIL COMPANY 

Seeks success oriented individual or company to 
represent its line of high performance roofing 
products. Outstanding earnings and growth 
opportunity. No prior roofing experience needed. 
We're professionals in our field with 60 years 
experience and offer complete training. 

Please respond in English' to: 

C.W. Thomas, Senior Vice Pres., Southwestern 
Petroleum, Box 961005, Ft. Worth, Texas 
76161 U.S.A. 

Phone: 001 817 332 2336, Telex: 163222, 
Fax: 001 817 877 4047 
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THE ARAB ASSURERS 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 


o WE BELIEVE IK BUILDING CAREERS „ WE OFFER YOU C0MPRE1 IENSIVE TRAINING . 
O W'E BELIEVE IN SUCCESS .... WE TEACH YOU HOWTO SUCCEED. 

O WE AIM FOR EXCELLENCE ... WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE WITH THE BEST J 

* ARAB ASSURERS IS SEEKING SMART AND HIGHLY 
MOTIVATED INDIVIDUALS IN ITS HEALTH, 
RETIREMENT AND FAMILY INSURANCE ■ 
PLANS. 

IF YOUR CAREER GOALS MATCH OURS, 

PLEASE^ : ■ 

ARAB ASSURERS •] 

P.O.Box: 926269 AMMAN 11110 JORDAN J 
• * FAX: 606033 

;A ATT. MARKETING MANAGER • ^ 



Saudis poised to retrieve 
crown of Asian football 


ABU DHABI (.AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia ore poised to 
return io (he summit of .Asian 
football when they play Unit- 
ed .Arab Emirates in the final 
of the Asian Cup here on Sat- 
urday 

Four years after losing 1 -0 
to Japan in the final m 
Hiroshima, the Saudis, who 
in the past three finals have 
won the title twice, are deter- 
mined to reinforce their 
superiority in the region. 

With joint pre-tournament 
favourites Japan and South 
Korea crashing out in humil- 
iating fashion in the quarter- 
finals, Saudi Arabia have 
ended up facing die weakest 
of rlie four semi -finalists. 

But Portugese coach 
Eduardo Vingaila has a major 
problem — try ing to con- 
vince the confident Saudi 
team to take UAE seriously. . 

The Saudis, by far the most 
impressive team here, have 
tailed to cash in on their 
superiority. 

In ihe semi-final against 
Iran they were outplayed for 
most of (he match and only 
managed to scrape through 


in a penalty shoot-out 

In Youssuf Al-Thunayan. 
Khaiid Al-Muwalid and 
Khalid A1 Tlmavi, Vingada 
has three midfield players 
who are capable of turning a 
match. 

But AJ Thunayan. whose 
genius transformed the Saudi 
team when he came on 
against China in the quarter- 
final after his side were trail- 
ing 2-0 failed to deliver in the 
semi-finals against an 
impressive Iran and was 
pulled off in the second half. 

Tlie 25-year-old A1 
Muwulid. who is one of the 
classiest players in the tour- 
nament, has blown hot and 
cold and failed to stamp his 
authority on the team. 

AJ Timavi has also failed to 
show any consistency and 
Vingada must find a way to 
lift the 'brains' of his team if 
the Saudis are to take their 
third Asian Cup. 

Another major problem for 
Vingada is the fact that his 
opponents ore the UAE. 

"If we lose againsi the 
UAE it is nut big deal. We 
will trv to beat them but we 


will have no problem if they 
win." said one Saudi official. 

Vingada wanted to meet 
Japan or another East Asian 
team in the final. Such a 
match-off would hate auto- 
matically motivated hts play- 
ers but playing neighbouring 
UAE. with no real rivalry 
between the two countries, 
there remains a lingering 
doubt over the Saudi Team's 
commitment. 

For the Emirates, the built 
in desire to win is stronger. 
Only two weeks ago the 
country celebraied its silver 
jubilee and the thought of 
topping off the celebrations 
w ith an .Asian Cup win could 
well decide the outcome. 

And the fact that the U.AE 
have never even reached the 
Final before, never mind w-on 
the title, gives extra spice to a 
match that on paper the 
Saudis should w alk. 

Rough-house tactics 
against Kuwait in the semi- 
final booked U.AE’s place in 
the final. 

It also lifted their Yugoslav 
coach Tomislav Ivic to near 
cult status. 


For over ten years Ivic has 
barely had time to unpack his 
case as he criss-crossed the 
world. 

Since 19S3 Ivic has never 
spent more than a year with 
either clubs or international 
squads under his command. 

His journey to the U.AE 
included passing via such top 
teams as Paris St. Germain. 
Marseille. Porto, and Benfi- 
ca. With Porto he lifted the 
European Super Cup and the 
lmercontential Cup. 

From the start of the tour- 
nament the U.AE have strug- 
gled to convince but w hen 
ihe final whistle came they 
had always managed to do 
just enough to snatch victory. 

The Emirates are looking 
to Ivic to weave his magic 
once more before he almost 
certainly grabs his bags and 
moves on to another post in 
another country. 

If Ivic can conjure up an 
againsi- the -odds UAE victo- 
ry, the country 's birthday cel- 
ebration will be complete. 


Saudis abandon ‘Brazilian-style’ 


ABU DHABI (R) — Saudi 
Arabia's Portugese coach 
has taken his side to the 
final of the Asian Cup with 
a very new style of football. 
He calls it the “Saudi - 
style". 

The Saudis have always 
prided themselves that they 
play Brazilian-style, busing 
their game on highly skilled 
individuals blending well to 
produce entertaining foot- 
ball. 

But coach Eduardo Vin- 
gada says he does not want 
to be restricted to a certain 
type of game. 

“I .have them play the 
5audi style, why the Brazil- 
ian style?” he told Reuters 
on Thursday. 

“The Saudis have a differ- 
ent mentality, different 
society. I want to take out 
the best of the good things 
of these from the players 
and develop it into their 
own style on the field, not 


the Brazilian, not the Por- 
tugese,” Vingada said. 

The Saudis reached their 
fourth Asian Cup final in 
succession with a 4-3 
penaliv-shooioui win over 
Iran after a goalless draw in 
extra time on Wednesday. 
They take on hosts the 
United Arab Emirates in the 
final in Abu Dhabi on Sat- 
urday. 

Saudi Arabia won the 
competition in 1984 and 
198S. They were beaten by 
Japan in die 1992 final. 

The Saudis have pro- 
duced some of the finest 
football of the tournament 
and with Japan and South 
Korea knocked out at the 
quarter-final stage, they are 
now the clear favourites to 
win a third title. 

The former coach of the 
Portuguese under-2! and 
Olympic teams wok over 
the Saudi squad in early 
November after disappoint- 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms of which one is a master 
bedroom, with separate entrance, central heating, 
big ground water well, maids quarter and telephone. 
Located at Um Uthaina. Total area is around (326 
sq.m.). The apartment is best suited for diplomatic 
mission and international companies & tamily 
residence. 

For information & price, please contact the 
owner directly at phone No.: 

683896 - 5510103. Mobile No.: 31170. 

Furnished Flat For Rent 

Adjacent one floor flat, consists of 2 bedrooms, 
sitting, living and dining rooms, with a porch, 
small garden, separate central heating and 
telephone. 

Please call 671860 


FURNISHED 2ND FLOOR FLAT j 

Located in Dhahiat Al Rashid, near Region Hotel, 3 
bedrooms (one master), 3 bathrooms, large salon, . 
din/ng room, spacious family room, modern kitchen, 
with central heating, telephone, solar system, 
separate garage. Annual rent (JD 7,200) 

Please call: 675694 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


The Genuine Swiss Army Knife Shop 
• Pocket knives - Watches - Cutlery 


W 

WENGER 



KflSHOU MBflKCTING 6st. 

i j i . 1 1 & j . d . a 


MoDihj: 962-76-22776 Fax.: 962-6-833743 
PO Bon: 9J0931 Amman 11194 Jordan 



Sweifiyeh £ 



ing results in a regional 
competition in October. 

His contract covers only 
the Asian Cup. He said he 
would discuss his future 
with Saudi football officials 
after the competition. 

Asked if he would agree 
to stay on for the World 
Cup qualifiers starting in 
March. Vingada said: "If 
they want me, only one 
word will be enough." 

He wants to build for the 
future. 

"The average age of the 
squad is 23 or iess...and 
they are improving all the 
time," Vingada said, adding 
that some of his players 
could play in top European 
clubs. 

Play maker Khalid A I 
Muwalid showed real class 
at the begining of the tour- 
nament but struggled a bit 
in the knockout stage. 
Striker Fahad Al Mahalel is 
a strong finisher who has 


four goals to his name in 
the tournament so far. 

Goalkeeper Mohammed 
Daeyea and defenders 
Abdullah Zubrom have 
been rock solid at the back 
but the player who Vingada 
is most excited about is 
defender Hussain 

Sulaitnani. 

"He has been amazing for 
us, and he is only 19. This 
guy has a bright future," he 
said. 

Saudi Arabia’s Asian Cup 
preparations were rocked 
when their star player 
Saeed Al Oweiran — who 
scored a great individual 
goal against Belgium in;4he 
1 994 World Cup — andiWo 
other squad candidates 
were suspended. 

The trio were said io have 
been found ar a parry drink- 
ing and mixing with 
women. Both are banned in 
Saudi Arabia. 


FLATS FOR RENT 

1. Furnished deluxe, 1st floor, 2 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, living room, guest & dining room, 
kitchen, telephone, separated central heating, 
satellite TV, garage & garden, in Abdoun, beside 
Orthodox Club. 

2. Furnished deluxe semi-villa, 3 bedrooms, salon, 
kitchen, telephone, satellite TV, separated central 
heating, garden, near New English School. 

3. Non-furnished, 3rd floor. 2 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, sitting room, guest room with dining 
room, central heating, balcony, kitchen. Rabia - near 
j new exchange building. 

If interested, please call: 698222 
from 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. or 
64410Q after 2 p.m. (Mr. A. Kana'n) 



Bell al Barnaul 

Home of the finest Jordanian handicrafts 

Under the Patronage of 
H.R.H. Princess Basma Bint Talai 

Beit Al Bawadi 

cordially invites you to its 

"Seasons of Joy Exhibition 11 

At its premises in Abdoun, 
from 10-31/12/1996. 

Daily from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Open on Fridays 
Tel.: 818629/828070 
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Palestinians, Israelis 
stage protest against 
Ras A 1 Amud plan 

Activists demand total scrapping of proposal 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Hundreds of 
Israelis and Palestinians 
joined forces Friday to 
demonstrate against Israeli 
plans to build a Jewish com- 
pound in the middle of a 
Palestinian neighbourhood 
in disputed East Jerusalem. 

“We will never let this set- 
tlement be built," Yossi 
Sand, leader of Israel's left- 
wing Meretz Party, told the 
crowd of abour 500 gathered 
at the proposed building site 
in East Jerusalem's Ras A1 
Amud neighbourhood. 

‘To build a Jewish neigh- 
bourhood in the middle of 
East Jerusalem is a stupidity, 
it is a bone in the throat and 
will destroy relations 
between Israelis and 
Palestinians" he said. 

The interior ministry in 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s right-wing gov- 
ernment last week gave ini- 
tial approval for the project 
to build 152 luxury homes in 
Ras A1 Amud. where 1 1.000 
Palestinians Live. 

It would be the first time 
Israel has sought to construct 
a Jewish quarter inside an 
existing .Arab neighbour- 
hood in East Jerusalem. 

Palestinians who claim 
East Jerusalem for the capi- 
tal of an independent 
Palestinian state, warned that 
if implemented, the Ras A1 
Amud project would spark a 
violent popular reaction. 

“There’s no peace with set- 
tlements and no peace with- 
out our rights in Jerusalem." 
Faisal Husseini^ the top 
Palestine official in East 
Jerusalem, told the crowd as 
a large force of Israeli police 
and border guards watched 
on. • 

The Ras A1 Amud project, 
coupled with Mr. 
Netanyahu's decision to pro- 
vide financial incentives to 
Jewish settlement in the 
West Bank, sparked wide- 
spread international con- 
demnation. including an 
unusual personal rebuke of 
Israel this week from U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 

Faced with the criticism, 
Israeli Interior Minister Eli 
Suissa said earlier this week 
that no action on the Ras A1 
Amud project would be 
taken immediately, although 


he reiterated his backing for 
the project. 

Mr. Hu5seini said the 
decision to postpone actual 
building at Ras A1 Amud 
was insufficient. 

“World outrage has pushed 
the Israeli government to 
freeze the building here at 
Ras A1 Amud, but we want a 
definitive stop to it and to all 
settlement building," he said 
Friday's prorest was organ- 
ised by Meretz and the 
Israeli anti-settlement move- 
ment Peace Now and Israeli 
activists far outnumbered 
Ras A1 Amud residents and 
other Palestinians. 

Gaiia Golan, a Peace Now 
leader, warned thar “ro build 
a Jewish neighbourhood 
here is a formula for explo- 
sion. 

‘This is part of a policy of 
trying to take over East 
Jerusalem and drive the 
Palestinians out and it will 
only lead to violence.” she 
said. 

Signs carried by the pro- 
testers in Hebrew, English 
and Arabic included warn- 
ings that “Ras A1 Amud is a 
time bomb,” and “Ras A1 
Amud is the next tunnel” — 
a reference to Mr. 

Netanyahu's decision in 
September to open a second 
entrance to a controversial 
archaeological tunnel near 
Islamic holy sites in 

Jerusalem. 

Palestinian protests over 
the tunnel sparked three days 
of armed clashes between 
Israeli troops and Palestinian 
police which left 86 dead 

Black Muslim leader 
visits Jerusalem 

U.S. black Muslim leader 
Warithudeen Mohammad • 
visited Jerusalem Friday in a 
show of support for 
Palestinian demands for an 
end to Israeli occupation of 
Jerusalem and the 
Palestinian territories. 

“We believe your people 
deserve your own state, your 
own nation," Mr. 
Mohammad, son of Nation 
of Islam founder Elijah 
Mohammad, told Palestinian 
political and religious lead- 
ers during a meeting in East 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Mohammad recounted 


during the gathering the suf- 
fering of black Americans 
from the days of slavery 
through his youth in 
Chicago “where I saw a lot 
of policemen in our own 
neighbourhoods.” 

“The Israeli presence . in 
this sacred land conjures up 
all those bad memories.” 
said Mr. Mohammad, who 
also goes by the first name 
Wallace. 

Mr. Mohammad went on 
to say he bad faith in the 
Democratic administration 
of U.S. President Bill 
Clinton to support the 
Palestinian cause, notably by 
opposing the new Israeli pol- 
icy of boosting Jewish settle- 
ment in Palestinian areas. 

“Our country is very dis- 
pleased with the incentives 
being given to settlers, 
encouraging them to take 
more land from the 
Palestinian people.” he said, 
referring to a recent decision 
by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
grant priority development 
status to settlements in die 
West Bank. 

Mr. Mohammad said he 
would meet with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat in 
Gaza City during his three- 
day visit, but also hoped to 
present his views directly to 
Israeli leaders. 

T will speak very frankly 
to them” he said. Tm going 
to plead with them to with- 
draw from occupying your 
land.” 

■ Mr. Mohammad held a 
press conference accompa- 
nied by Faisal Husseini, the 
top Palestinian official in 
East Jerusalem, and Sheikh 
Ekrima A1 Sabri, the leading 
cleric at Jerusalem’s A1 Aqsa 
Mosque. 

He later attended Friday 
prayers at A1 Aqsa. 

When Mr. Mohammad’s 
father died in 1975, he was 
elected leader of the Nation 
of Islam but rejected its sep- 
aratist philosophy to return 
to orthodox Islam. A few 
years later, Louis Farrakhan 
broke away to revive the sep- 
aratist Nation of Islam. 

Mr. Mohammad now leads 1 
the Chicago-based W.W. 
Mohammad ministry. ■ 


Hariri wraps up U.S. visit Carl Sagan 
with Michigan reception 52 


DEARBORN. Michigan 
fR) — Lebanese Prime 
Minister Rafik AI Hariri 
wrapped up a week-long 
fund-raising visit to the 
United States on Thursday 
with a standing rpom only 
reception attended by 
about 4.600 supporters in 
Michigan. 

Mr. Hariri was in the 
United States to convince 
About 50 countries and 
international institutions to 
contribute up to $5 billion 
to help rebuild Lebanon 
over the next five years. 

Speaking to reporters 
before the reception at the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel here, 
Mr. Hariri reiterated his 
call for the United States 
to drop its long-standing 
ban against U.S. citizens 
travelling to Lebanon. He 
noted that 60.000 
Americans have visited 
Lebanon without incident 
since the end of its civil 
war in 1991. 

“I don’t see why the ban 
remains, because security 
is assured in the country." 
he said. 

The prime minister, a 52- 
year-old self-made billion- 
aire. said 12 per cent of 
Lebanon is occupied and 
three per cent is adjacent 
to that occupied territory. 
“In 85 per cent of 
Lebanon, life is like any 
other country.” he said. 

At a one-day session for 
the “Friends of Lebanon” 
earlier this week. U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher made no men- 
tion of the ban. 

Mr. Hariri's visit at the 


stan of this week came at 
the same time as a fresh 
outbreak of violence 
between Israel and 
Lebanon. The prime min- 
ister was asked at the new's 
conference Thursday if he 
agreed with some 
Lebanese media specula- 
tion that Israel is contribut- 
ing to the violence to coin- 
cide with his trip. 

“I hope it is not. but it 
seems it is" Mr. Hariri 
said. 

Mr. Hariri defended his 
government against 
charges thar it spends too 
much on developing its 
physical infrastructure and 
not enough on social pro- 
grammes. Mr. Hariri said 
education has regained its 
pre-war levels, with 35 per 
cent of students being edu- 
cated by the government. 
By 2000. the government 
hopes that will increase to 
85 per cent. 

Mr. Hariri also pledged 
to spend more on. housing 
in the near future. In the 
last four years, S800 mil- 
lion has been spent on 
housing by the government 
and private sector. 

Mr. Hariri urged the 
approximately 60.000 
Lebanese- Americans who 
live in the Detroit metro- 
politan area to communi- 
cate with their families 
back home, send them 
money and press the U.S. 
Congress for assistance. j 

He was scheduled to | 
attend a breakfast in 
Dearborn Friday before ! 
returning home. j 


WASHINGTON (AFP ) — 
American astronomer Coil 
Sagan, who died of pneumonia 
early Friday after a lengthy battle 
with cancer, acquired global 
renown for making complex sci- 
ence plain to non -scientists. 

Bern Nov. 9. 1934. in 
Brooklyn, New York, Sagan — a 
long-time professor at Cornell 
University — was also celebrat- 
ed tor his sdenre-fiction writing 
and awarded a number of scien- 
tific and literary prizes. 

Through his best -selling books 
and a popular television series 
on the origins of the universe. 
“Cosmos.” this knowledge-hun- 
gry son of Ukrainian immigrants 
fuelled a surge of popular interest 
in science and space exploration 
during the 19605 and 1970s. 

He threw himself into research 
with the energy and obsession of 
a child, from his early years as a 
consultant to the the National 
Aeronautics and Space Agency 
(NASA) to his work as a senior 
science professor at Cornell. 

Sagan discovered science at 
the age of seven as he scanned an 
astronomy bode at the New York 
Public Library. 

“I fell a sense of vertigo leafing 
through it ... How could these 
huge bodies hang in that immen- 
sity of black vacuumT he sad 
later in an interview with the 
New Yorker magazine. “This just 
blew my mind" 

That experience set him 10 
devouring scientific bodes as 
well as science fiction by the 
13tes of early science-fiction 
moguls Jules Vfeme and H.G. 
Wells. 



'HUMAN' ROBOT: Japanese carmaker Honda displays the world's first 
"human" robot Honda announced Friday that it had developed the fust 
human-shaped robot which can move independently and do basic manual 
tasks. The result of 10 years of research, the battery-powered robot is 180 
centimetres tall, weighs 210 kilogrammes and looks like an astronaut in a 
space suit The robot has an autonomous control process and can walk and 
go up and down stairs or slopes without having to have detailed walking 
instructions input Honda said (Reuters photo) 

Arab political parties adopt stand 
against normalisation with Israel 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Sixty Arab 
political parties have vowed 
to oppose normalisation of 
Arab relations with Israel at 
the cultural, educational, and 
economic levels and called 
on Arab leaders to convene 
in a summit to study ways of 
confronting what they 
described as Israel’s expan- 
sionist and aggressive poli- 
cies. 

Final recommendations 
adopted at the end of a three- 
day conference of Arab 
political parties stressed the 
need to exert political and 
economic pressure on Israel 
to “put an end to the 
Judaisation attempts in 
Jerusalem and settlement of 
the Golan Heights. South 
Lebanon and the occupied 
Palestinian lands” 

They also called for the 
withdrawal of foreign mili- 
tary forces in the region. 
American forces in particu- 
lar. “which have a presence 
here under the pretext of 
security.” 

They urged the revival of 
the Arab defence pact and 


said a joint military force 
should be built to preserve 
the security of Arab coun- 
tries.” 

Participants criticised the 
U.S. for continuing the sanc- 
tions on Iraq. Libya and 
Sudan but highly praised 
France's “relatively indepen- 
dent stand from 
Washington.” especially in 
its support for Arab rights 
and Paris' insistence on 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
occupied Arab lands. 

The recommendations 
tackled Arab cooperation 
and coordination at the polit- 
ical, economic, cultural and 
educational levels. 

Following are the main 
points in the recommenda- 
tions: 

Politics: 

— Banning the use of 
force to solve Arab-Arab 
disputes. 

— Banning Arab coun- 
tries from imposing an 
embargo on an other coun- 
try-. 

— The Arab Nation is 
“one nation that has been 
divided by colonisation and 
the conference aims at 


mobilising Arab people to 
achieve unity by peaceful 
and democratic means." 

— The Arab region and 
the Mediterranean is a 
nuclear free zone and 
Israel’s nuclear arsenal 
should be liquidated and 
Israel’s nuclear plants should 
be under continuous inspec- 
tion. 

— An Arab plan should be 
drawn up to provide food 
security. 

— The Arab Nation 
should uphold to the Arab 
and Islamic identity and the 
“option of holy war should 
always remain valid.” 

— The conference called 
upon Arab leaders to con- 
vene in an urgent summit to 
study ways of confronting 
Israel’s expansionist and 
aggressive policies and 
called for the immediate stop 
of all forms of normalisation 
of relations with the “Zionist 
enemy.” 

— The Arab Boycott 
Office should be activated to 
apply the Arab boycott reso- 
lutions against the “Zionist 
enemy.” 

(Continued on page 7) 


PFLP denounces heavy prison 
terms for Ramallah attackers 


RAMALLAH (AFPj — The Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) on 
Friday denounced the “unfair and tyranni- 
cal" condemnation by a Palestinian court of 
three of its militants for killing two Jewish 
settlers. 

The Damascus-based PFLP, a Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLOj faction 
opposed to peace agreements with Israel, 
said in a statement distributed in the occu- 
pied territories that it had been “astonished 
by the supreme speed with which the court 
was Formed and judgement passed on the 
accused comrades.” 

The three PFLP militants were tried late 
Wednesday by a special tribunal in the self- 
rule enclave of Jericho, only hours after the 
arrest of the third member of the trio. 

The three were convicted of carrying out 
a drive-by shooting against a .settler family 
on Dec. 1 1 that killed a mother and her 12- 
year-old son and wounded several other 
family members near BET EL settlement 
outside Ramallah. 

Two men charged with opening fire on the 
settlers were give life sentences at hard 
labour and the driver of their car 15 years in 
prison. 

_ The PFLP. headed by George Habash, 
"calls on all national, democratic and 


Islamic forces to put the most extreme pres- 
sure on the Palestinian authorities to stop 
this hasty judgement from being carried out 
and to stop submitting to Israeli pressures.” 
the statement said. 

It also noted that an Israeli farmer who 
killed a Palestinian worker in southern 
Israel the day after the bet el attack had not 
been prosecuted by Israeli authorities. 

Some 500 Palestinian opposition mili- 
tants. including members of the pflp and the 
Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas), 
held a rally in ramallah on Thursday to 
protest the punishment of the bet el attack- 
ers. 

In Hebron Israeli troops detained five 
Palestinians after a firebomb was thrown 
Friday at a Jewish building, witnesses said. 

The gasoline-filled bottle ignited near the 
Bet Hudassa Jewish enclave but caused no 
injuries or damage, (hey said. 

A dozen settlers from the building 
attacked cameramen and photographers 
who came to record the incident, they said. 
The army pushed the settlers back but only 
after several video and still cameras were 
broken, they said. 

No settlers were arrested. 


Two-thirds 
of Israelis 
unhappy 
with 

Netanyahu 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — More 
than two-thirds of Israelis 
are unhappy with Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s style of gov- 
erning, according to an 
opinion poll published 
Friday. 

The survey published by 
the mas s circulation Yediot 
Aharonot showed that 68 
per cent of those queried 
said they were not satisfied 
with the government’s 
decision-making progress 
under Mr. Netanyahu, 
while 30 per cent said they 
were pleased. 

Six months after Mr. 
Netanyahu took office at 
the head of a coalition of 
right-wing and religious 
parties, 58 per cent of 
respondents said the prime 
minister was doing a poor 
job. compared to 40 per 
cent who rated his perfor- 
mance good or very good. 

Of those who voted for 
Mr. Netanyahu. 23 per 
cent said they regretted 
their choice. Mr. 
Netanyahu beat incumbent 
Labour Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres for the top 
government post by less 
than one per cent of votes 
cast 

The survey was conduct- 
ed among 504 Israelis and 
had a margin of error of 
four per cent. 

The pollsters did not 
offer reasons for the dissat- 
isfaction with Mr. 
Netanyahu’s style of gov- 
ernment but in recent 
months there has been 
growing criticism from in 
and out of his administra- 
tion over a series of contro- 
versial decisions. 

First among these was his 
decision to open a second 
entrance to an archaeology 
cal tunnel near Islamic 
holy sites in Jerusalem, a 
move which sparked wide- 
spread Palestinian protests j 
and clashes between Israeli 
and Palestinian security 
forces that left 86 people 
dead. 

Aide challenges 
Oslo accords 


A recently named sci- 
ence adviser to Mr. 
Netanyahu has bucked his 
boss to file a high court 
petition claiming the gov- 
ernment’s continued 
implementation of the 
Oslo peace accords is ille- 
gal, the Maariv newspaper 
reported Friday. 

Israel Hanukoglu, a con- 
troversial geneticist who 
claims Palestinians are 
only recent immigrants to 
the lands now comprising 
Israel and the occupied ter- 
ritories, was one of eight 
scientists who petitioned 
the court, it said. 

In their complaint, the 
eighth said the Netanyahu 
government “is violating 
Israeli law by applying the 
interim autonomy accords 
signed with the 
Palestinians,” Maariv said. 

The petition, submitted 
this week, calls on the high 
court to issue restraining 
orders prohibiting the gov- 
ernment from transferring 
control over any more land 
to the Palestinian National 
Authority Or from begin- 
ning negotiations on a final 
status for the territories as 
called for in the Oslo 
accords. 

Mr. Hanukoglu is a biol- 
ogy and genetics teacher at 
a West Bank school locat- 
ed in the militant settle- 
ment of Ariel. 

His appointment earlier 
this month as Mr. 
Netanyahu’s science advi- 
sor sparked widespread 
condemnation due to the 
perceived racist nature of 
his writings concerning the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Hanukoglu has 
notably stated that his 
genetics research has 
proven that mos t 
Palestinians migrated to 
their current homes from 
neighbouring Arab coun- 
tries at The start of the cen- 
tury — well after the first 
Zionists returned to the 
area. 



Balloons are 
a health hazard 

LONDON (R)— Christmas- 
parties can be dangerous, if . 
balloons are involved, British 
doctors warned. Blowing up 
balloons can damage the 
lungs, causing air bubbles to 
spread under the skin through- 
out the body. In a medical 
journal. Dr. Stuart Elbom and 
colleagues at Belfast City hos- 
pital described the case of a 
24-year-old man hospitalised 
after inflating about 20 party 
balloons over one hour. About 
48 hours later air bubbles 
could be felt under the- skin 
over his back and buttocks, 
and there was a “crunching 
sound when he breathed. 
Antibiotics, p ainkill ers and 
fluids cleared up the problem 
after 10 days. 

Miss could be Mrs. 
and miss crown 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Perth 
beauty Sandra Watkins risks 
losing miss her Miss 
Universe Australia crown 
because contest organisers 
say she may not be a miss at 
all — in fact she could be a 
divorced Mrs. Following a 
call to a local newspaper by a 
man claiming to be her ex- 
husband, Watkins, 25, 
acknowledged she had been 
mar ried, but the marriage 
had been'annulled and legally 
is deemed never to have 
taken place. National 
Director of Miss Universe 
Australia • Jim Davies told 
reporters the former hairdess- 
er, who won die contest in 
Cairns a month ago. has been 
given until February to prove 
the annulment or lose the 
glitzy tide to her runner-up. 

Wife finds perfect 
mate has flaw — 
he's a she 

WASHINGTON (R) — A 
woman who got married after 
a romance spawned by .the 
Internet found four months 
into the union her mate had a 
serious flaw — he was a she. 

So she sued. Thome Wesley 
Jameson Groves told 
Margaret Anne Hunter “he” 
had AIDS and wanted to be 
happily married while he was 
dying — but avoided physi- 
cal intimacy in order to pro- 
tect Hunter. Groves turned 
out to be a 26-year-old Texan 
woman, the lawsuit filed in a 
Virginia circuit court claims, f 
The suit asks for $575,000 in 
damages for fraud and 
misrepresentation. There was 
no word on who might get die 
computer in any settlement. 

Good news for the 
stingy — cheaper 
whisky is safer 

LONDON fR ) — Don’t get 
offended if friends present 
you with a bottle of cheap 
whisky, Dutch researchers 
suggested on Friday — they 
probably care for your 
health. They found that all 
whiskies they tested con- 
tained cancer-causing chem- 
icals, .and the more expen- 
sive the brand, the more of 
the chemicals it had adding 
Scotch malts were the worst c* 
offenders. Britain's Scotch r 
Whisky Association imme- 
diately leapt to the defence • 
of the tipple. “Quite frankly, 
we regard this letter as noth- 
ing other than an irresponsi- 
ble piece of sensationalism,” 
spokesman Campbell Evans 
said. 

Cypriot pregnant 
with H babies 

NICOSIA (R) — A Cyprus 
woman is carrying 11 , 
healthy babies after taking 
fertility drugs, but some will 
have to be aborted to ensure 
the others survive, her doctor 
said. •'Medically it would be 
better if she kept two or three 
embryos but at the request of 
the parents she will be left 
with four,” • Andreas 
Patsalides told Reuters: The 
mother, 23-year-old - Zoi 
Efstathiou from the western 
coastal town of Paphos, is 
nine weeks pregnant -If 
they told me there was a way 
to keep them I woukT she 
said. 
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